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mately I know them, the more I am persuaded that, ir jhe

natural order of things, this is impossible.

It seems to be a law, that the more highly individualized

every type of being becomes, the, more persistent will be
the race it represents, because in the more positive condi-

tions which it unfolds, there is a greater tenacity of life

and power. I have never seen, in any people, a more de-

cided individuality than among the Indians. The grand
outline of the character is similar; but the shades are

strongly defined, and laid on with varied and graphic

touches. There are several reasons for this. They not

only develope naturally, but under the strongest and most
inspiring stimuli. In their education there is nothing of

the petty common-place that almost inevitably creeps into

the more artificial systems; but they have instead, untrans-

lated, and intranslateable Keadiugs of Life ; and of these

they become close and loving students. Midnight dark-

ness, noonday light, clouds and stars, running water, curl-

ing smoke, the great blue above, the green earth below,

birds and flowers, rivers and mountains, all the far away
and massive, all the fine and delicate, all the shadowy vague
and obscure, are full of those mystic utterances wliich are

to them, more than to any other people, the vernacular

language of the soul, and thus their spiritual faculties are

continually nourished; and by their inflective turn of
thought and character these impressions are continually

deepened.
There is no law in Nature that requires the destruction

of such a people. The prophecy is impious. The fact

that millions of them have been swept away by a ra-«

pacious and all-engrossing Selfishness, does not affect the

question in the least ; for the Indian can not live with a
bullet in his brain, or a slip of cold steel in his heart, any
better than the White Man. Let no ctne believe that in

practically carrying out this barbarous iciea, he is fulfilling

an ordinance of Heaven ; but rather !et him beware how
he even tacitly sanctions this murderous sentiment, lest, by
a double wrong, he bring on his own head the blood or
the Guiltless.

The Future of the Indians is to me inexpressibly beauti*


