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.loiu-iiey

crowd I'll
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rack- ;ni(i

•'(liT*' of

most any ;iii{rl<\ likf tlics of laryi'i- jri-ow lli.

'I'liis trail, ulicii lilli^lH'(l, leads from ihc

coiiipaiiy's storolioust' all along' tlic line,

and fi'om that storclioiisc. on the l)acK's

of tlio pack animals, come all the food

and tools and clotliiii!^'. powder, dyna-
mite, tents, and livinji' ntensils, t() he nsed

liy the workmi'n. then- hosse.s. and iho cii-

<:ineer.s.

Slowly, hehind the trail <'nttoi's. follow

the " ri<,^ht-of-way " men. These are axe-

men also. All that they do is to cut the

trees (h)wn and drajr them out of the way.

It is when the axemen lia\'e cleared the

riyht of way that the iirst view of the

I'aili'oad in emhi-yo is ohtainahle. And
very quoei' it looks. It is a wide avenue
tliroiifTJi the forest, to he ^;^^e. yet it is til-

th' like any forest di'ive thai we are ac-

customed to in the realms (jf civilization.

Every succeeding stajre of the work
leads toward the production of an even
and lev(d thoroujihfare. witiiout |)rotuher-

ance or depression, and in the course of

our rid(> to Dan Dunns camp on the

Koolenay we saw the rapidly developing

railroad in each phase of its evolution

from the roiie-h surface of the wilderness.

Now we would come upon a lony reach

of linishcd I'oad-bed on comparatively lev-

el ground all ready for the rails, with car-

penters at woi'lc in little gullies which
they were spanning with tind)er trestles.

Ne.xt we would see a hattalion of men
and dump cai'ts cutting into a hill of dirt

and carting its ^uhstance to a nei^i'hhor-

ing valley, wherein they wei-c^ slowly

liea])ing a. lon^' and synunetrical \vall of

eai'thwork. with slo])ing sides and level

top. to bridge the gap between hill and
hill. Again, we came upon ])laces wher(>

men I'an toward us shouting that a

"blast" was to he lii'cd. Here was what
was called " I'oclcwoi'k." where; soiiu'

granite I'ib of a mountain oi' huge rocky
knoll was being blown to Hinders with

dynamite.
And so, thi'ough all these scenes upon

the pack trail, we came at last to a white
camp of tents hiddi'u in ihe lush greeiu'i-y

of a luxuriant forest, ami nestling beside

u rushing numntain torrent of green wa-
ter llecked with the foam from an eteriuil

battle with a niyriad of sunken rocks. It

was Dunn's head(iuarters -the constriu'-

tion camp. Evening was falling, and
the men were clambering down the hill-

side ti'ails from their work. There was
no order in the disposition of the tents,

n.vN Di.xx ox nis woiiks.

nor had the forest been ])repared foi'tbeni.

Their white sides i-ose here and there

wherever th(>re was a space between the

trees, as if so many great white nu)tlis

had settled in a garden Huge ti'ces bad
been felled ami thrown aci'oss ravines to

serve as aerial foot-])allis fi'om ])oint to

])oint, and at the river's edge two or thi'ee

l(Mits sefMued to have been ))ushe(l over
the steep blufl' to (ind lodgement on the

sandy beach beside the turbulent sti'eam.

There were other c;imps on the line of

this work, and it is worth wliile to add
a word about their management and the

system undei" whicli they were maintain-

ed. In the Iirst place, each cam]) is apt

to be the outlit of a, contractor. The
wlude work' of Imilding a railroad is let

out in contracts for portions of five, ten,

or fifteen miles. Even when gi'eat jobs


