
throw of the doiuinioii of the Akkiul Cluildeans, the Assyrian

kinsi; Sardanapahis, in his tabh'ts of historical memoirs,

Ijoasts of his erudition in Akkad lihsrature ; whiU; the

grammars and voeabuUiries of that ancient tongue, found

in his library, with otlier works on seience and general

knowledge, evidently designi'd ibr (Mhicational ]»iir|Mj.ses,

and stated by him t(» l)e for ihc use nl' his jtcoidc, uitest

the inii)ortanc(! that was attached to the studv of Akkad

literature and science by the Assyrians, (hiring the thousand

years that ela]»sed from the establishmt'ui oi liuMrilominion,

in Mesopotamia, till the Hnal ('atastrophc of its extinction,

when it had just risen to its greatest grandeur of extent

and magniticencc.

It is to the science of these Akkad <

'hal(l(;a,n,>, tlierefore,

or their })rofessi(jnal successors, when to be a Chaldean was

synonymous with being a. profi'ssor of astronomical science

and astrology, that the origin of the astrolabe is to be

attributed, as far as the light of arclueology Iteibre the

public enables us to see, and with it the necessary prior

origin of the divison of the circle, for the purposes of science,

into 3()0 degrees, and their sexagesimal subdivision into

minutes and seconds, which still is, and probably ever will

be, used in mathematics and the graihiation of scientitic

instruments.

And as all myths nuiy lie taken as legendary records,

however uncouth and distorted, of actual facts and

])henomena on which 'hey are based, the tratUtion given

in the fragment of the writings of the Balylonian priest

Berosus, quoted by the learned from Alexatider Polyliistor,

of the great mysterious being, with the body of a tish, but

the head, hands, and feet of a man, that ascended the

Euphrates fnjiu the Krythrean Sea and taught the abovi-


