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We are inclined to liaznrd the hypothesis, that this

Saint was no other than our Sagamore ; that Aga-
menticus was the retreat of Wonolanset, or at least

of his father, during and subsequent to Phihp's war;
and that the latter obtained his new name hom his

new fi-iends, and the title attached to it from an
Rnglish source. It certainly would be remarkable,
that so many and such particulars should appear of
the death of a man never before heard of. And on
the other hand, the reputation and the age attributed

to Aspinquid, agree strikingly with those of Passa-

conaway. By his * preaching ' must be meant his

sacred character and the great exertions he made to

keep peace with the English ; and the date- of the
alleged * conversion,' we suppose to have been the
same with that of his fii-st acquaintance with the
whites in 1629.

Our sketch may be fitly concluded with one of
those popular traditions concerning the old Chie^
which happens still to be in such preservation as to

form now and tlien, in some sections of the country,

the burden of a fireside tale. It is probably a fair

illustration of the opinion entertained of his abilities

by the credulous of his own era.

He said, that Sachem once to Dover came,
From Penacook, when eve was setting in.

With plumes his locks were dressed, his eyes shot fiamej
He struck his massy chin with dreadful din.

That oft had made the ranks of battle thin

;

Around his copper neck terrific hung
A tied-together, bear and catamount skin

;

The curious fishbones o'er his bosom swung,
And thrice the Sachem danced, and tlirice the Sachem sung*

Strange man was he ! 'T was said, he oft pursued
The sable bear, and slew him in his den

;

That oft he howled through many a pathless wood,
And many a tangled wild, and poisonous fen,

That ne'er was trod by other mortal men.
The craggy ledge for rattlesnakes he sought,
And choked them one bv one, and then
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