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14 The White Peril in the Far East

have insisted on the ultimate political supremacy

of the Pope of Rome. Japan's suspicions of the

political aspirations of Christianity were fully

justified. She logically excluded all foreigners

because all the foreigners she knew held to a po-

litical theory of the Christian religion.

It is safe to say that no form of Christianity

which seeks to subordinate the state to the

Church will ever find permanent lodgment in

Japan. She builded better than she knew in ex-

cluding from her land an organized religion with

political aspirations. It has proved the bane of

Europe and would similarly have brought suffer-

ing to Japan.

Although Japan excluded Christianity and not

only forbade the entrance of all foreigners but also

made it a crime for the Japanese themselves to

visit other lands, yet she was not wholly ignorant

of the movements of the outside world. Three

merchant ships from Holland were annually al-

lowed entrance to Nagasaki, and her small colony

of Dutchmen were permitted to live on a certain

small island in the harbour. Through these

Dutchmen she kept her eye on the West. Japa-

nese writers indeed insist that they received far

more from the West than we have realized. It

must be granted nevertheless that the policy of ex-


