Methodiat Magazine and Rebiehn.

JANUTARY,

1906.

R e e e T e )

IN

JAPAN

THE LATE REV. D. MACDONAID, M.D.

HE Mecthodist Church of
Canada built more wisely
than it knew in found-
ing its first foreign mis-
sion in Japan. It was a
bold undertaking when,
over thirty years ago, it
sent forth its two pioneer
missionaries, Dr. Cochran
and Dr. Macdonald, to
preach the everlasting
Gospel of Christ in the
then recently opened Empire of the
Rising Sun. Many barriers were in
the way. A difficult language had to
be acquired; a religious literature had
to be created, and the Bible translated
into the Japanese tongue. Bitter
prejudices had to be overcome. By
the roadsides were displaved the
decrees forbidding the preaching or
teaching of this new religion in all but
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very limited arcas. Many of the mis-
sionarics had to devote their encrgies
to teaching secular subjects in the
government schools or colleges. The
miedical missionaries especially found
wide opportunity for Christian work
in, like the first great Master Mission-
ary, healing the discases as well as in
ministering to the moral maladies of
the people. In this field Dr. Macdon-
ald was singularly successful. In
Bible translation Dr. Cochran ren-
dered invaluable service. Iollowed by
able and apostolic men, Dr. Meacham,
Dr. Eby, and a host of faithful labor-
ers in the high places of the field, our
missions have been crowwed with
signal success, till now we have in
that country cight Canadian mission-
aries and twenty-six native preachers.
In addition to these the Woman’s Mis-
sionary Society has twenty-three
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