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THE GRAIN STANDARDS.

A pross tolegram from Ottawa recoived
carly last weok reads as follows:

 When Senator Perley, on behalf of the
Manitoba and Northwest reprosontatives
bogan proparing the arguwent in favor of
tho proposed chaoges in tho grain standards,
an act considered to bo necessary in the
intorosts of tbo farmors, he was confrouted
by tho following telegram, the nature of
which decidod tho members to defer action
this session so that thoy might personally
confer with the farmeors and obtain their
.opinions previous to nxi session:

Por 1a Praivie, Man., Feb, 18—To E,
Miall, commissionor of inland revenue,"
Ottawa, :

Pross roporta of proposed grain standards
received,  Will be o positive injury to pro-
ucers. Please defer action till you receive
/g“.r momorial. Chas. Braithwaits, president
Patrons of Industry.” .

From the above it would appear that the
politicians at Ottawa have only had in view
tho pleasing-of the farmers, in their move-
ment to change tho system of grading
Manitoba wheat. To satisfy the farmers in
Tospeot to the grain grades, will be found o
bo quite an impossibility, for the very
apparent reason that the farmers themselves
do.not know what thoy want. ILeading far-
mors have given expression of opinions
quito opposed to each other, and resolutions
passed at meotings of the farmers, have
varied widely . in their desires.
politicians therefors.have decided to wait
until they are sure of just what the farmers
want, it will likely be some time before any
change is made in thesystom.

In the mesntime, the grain men scem to
be rather upconcerned about the mattor.
Tho amount of abuse the grain men have
recoived in Manitoba of late years, has
mado them indifferont about espressing the
requiremonts of the trade in. the matter of
grades, otc, They appear to bo willing to
16t the farmers and the politicians ‘fix such
grades a3 they may think proper, and see
how much better it will suit the farmers in
the énd, Tho grain men know well that no
grades that can bo made can alter tae quality
of tho crop, neither can they affoct the actual
value of the grain.  The grain trade may be
hampered or annoyed by the fixing of
unsuitable grades, cr unsuitable grading
reguiations, but any disadvantage of this
nature will also tell against .the producer.
It may bo & good ides to lot the farmer fix
the grades for a year or two, just to show

them tho fallacy of the belivf thr. the grades

fix tho value of tho crop. )

Tho grain grading regulations, as The
Commercial has several times contended, are
puroly o commercial matter. The systom of
grading has beon established to facilitate tho
haondling of the crop. The grades are a
matter of very littlo importance to the

- farmors who sell their wheat to local buyers.
1t is tho quality-of the wheat, and not the
grades which fixes tho prices. Tho farmers,
howover, have been lod by _agitatérs to
bolieve that 1n spmo mysterious way the

If the.

prico of thoir wheat is rogulated by the
grades, and somo of thom oven go so far s
to beliovo that tho low prices of the past two
yoars is due in somwe way to tho grades.
The farmers have more votes than the grain
men, and of course tho politicians are ready
to pander to this agitation about the grading
of grain, Porhaps the best plan will bo to
give thom a clear field, and evontually they
will sco the vallacy of this belief, that they
can add anything to tho value of their grain
by manipulating the grades.

RDITORIAL NOTES.

THE PRIENDS of tho Winunipeg I[udustrial
Exshilntion Association hava recently had
cause tor congratulations. In tho past it has
been very diflicult t¢ secure any reasouable
recoguition of the claims of tho association
for financial assistancoe from the provincial
government, owing to the sectional feeling in
the Manitoba legislature. A proposal to aid
anything origintted in Winnipeg, was sure
to meeb with extreme opposition from a section
of the country mombers, regardless of its
merits. The Winnipeg Industrial of course
foll under tho ban of thess unrezsonablo and
narrov-minded porsons, and it has always
been a bhard pull to sccure a trifling annual
grant from tae government in aid of the
association. Now, however, it promises to
bo different. No less than three associations,
ropresenting leading agricuitural jnterssts,
have recently doclared that the exhibition is
worthy of liberal aid from the government.
The Manitoba Dairymon's Association, the
Pure Bred Cattle Breeders's Association, and
the Sheep and Swine Breeder's Association
have all pressed upon the government the
necessity of liberally aiding the Winnipeg
Industrial, pointing out the great help that
the exhibition has been to their interests,
and to the province at large. Perhaps now
those members who have opposed the exhibi-
tion on the ground that it was a ** Winnipag
affair,” will be able to see some virtue in the
association. .

. & *

- TUE onthusiastic meetings recently held
in Winnipeg, representative of leading agri-
cultural interests, is & hopeful sign for the
future of our country. The meetings of the
Manitoba dairymen and live stock breeders,
reported in The Commereial last week, wore
more largely attouded than ever before.
Great interest was manifested in the work,
and there was o feelin; of bopefulness which
augurs well for tho success of these interssts
in Manitoba. Any,one who attended the
meetings of tho live stock breeders, for in-
stance, and saw tho intelligence there
displayed, could not help but conclude that
the live-stock interests of Manitoba are in &
good hands, Thé two live stock associations
are certainly made up of intelligent and
entorprising mon, and with these men leading
the van in the live stock industry, Manitoba
is bound to come to the front as a producer
of o high class of live stock.. In factitis now
an cstablished fact, as shown at the Win-,
nipeg Industiial exhibition, that our breeders
can oxhi.-v a class of stock which would com-
pote favorably anywhers, in their class, The

dairymon too, in spite of the depressing:

ipflupnce of low prices which have prevailed

in their line for over a year, bad a splondid
mecting, and it was shown that they were
trying thoir best to bring this important
interest up to a high standing in this country.
That Manitoba will soon bo noted for the
production of a fino olass of dairy goods, we
feol quite assured. We have the natural
facilities for accomplishing this, and we
ovidently have mauy intelligont and enter-
prizing mon leading the situation in this
industry.

*
* *

PRESS REPORT3 the other day told atout
thoindictmont of several bouys at Utica, Now
York state, for wrecking a Now York Central
railway fast mail train. This desporate
adventure, like many others of its clasy, is a
rosult of the pernicious literature with which
the young minds are poisoned. Hundreds
and thousands of boys are being converted
into thieves, robbers, murderers and all
around villains asa result of perusing the
detestable rubbish published as reading for
boys. The whole country is flooded with
this damnnable stuff. Most boys, though not
naturally vicious, are excitable and adven-
turesome, and many of them ate complotely
overcomo and carried away by this villainous
class of literature, Then a few of them put
their heads together, and undertake some
desperato onterprise; or if they do not do
this, they grow up crooks. Some attompt
has been made in this country to suppress
what is called indecent or profane literaturo,
but there is room for good work in the
suppression of much of the literature pub-
lished for boys. The publication, importa-
tion and sale of much of this abominable
stuff should be absolutely prohibited. Ifs
strict censorship were established over the
literature supplied to young people in this
country and in the neighboring republic, it
would in time greatly decrease the number
of vicious and dangerous criminals.

x % *

ATtherecent meeting of thelive stock breed-
ers in Winnipeg, a strong plea was made for
o low special freigbt rate upon thorough-bred
live stock, shipped to farmers for breeding
purposes. The feeling among the stockbreed-
¢rs may beinferred from tho fact that sevaral
parties referred to this metter in papers pre-
pared by them before they came to Winnipeg,
thus shaws that & number of those whoread
papers at tho meetings were, unknown toeach
other, impressed with the importance of this
subject. Tho line of argument taken is to
the effect that the matter should not be con-
sidered by the railways as an ordinary traffic
question. The stockmen point out that the
distribution of high bred stock throughout

. tho country is greatly to be desired, in the
interest of the géneral advaucemont of the
important live stock interst. They pointout
that the railway companies have agreed to
carry seed grain at half price, in order to en-
courage farmers to sow, good seed, and they
claim that it is'equally important that farmers
should use good stock to brded from. _Several
of the breeders. mentioned incidents which
came in their own experience, whero expected
saleshal fallen through when the cost of the
froight was learnod. So fa~ as the railways

, ave concerned, the expensa of carrying asingle
enima} i3 no doubt often graater than. the sum



