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OUR EXPORT TRADE
Tiii: visit to Canlada of rcprescntatives of

several European importing hauses, for thue pur-
pose of formiing a closcr connection witli our
lunîbcr mianulacturers, is a circunstancc of no
little importance to thc trade. It signifies a
prefece on the part of foreignl importers, more
especially those of Great l3ritain, to trade with
tlîiS country. This, iii vieW of the conserVatisni
of the E'nglisli people, augurs Weil for the pros-
pects of future business. While our exports of
lunîber ta the lîritish Islcs hiave greatly increased
of late >-cars, wvc do flot think that the linlit lias
yet been rcached. There is reason to believe,
howevcr, that bcforc any appreciable expansion
of business is wvitnessed, the export trade will
undergo sorte notable changes.

lieretofore, as our rendors know, practically
.îll the luniber exportcd to Great Britaîn lias been
handled b>' a dozen or more large sluippcrs, wlîo
mako the bulk of their silipinients <romi MNontreal,
Q ucbec, St. John and Halifax. Tlîeir trade lias
largely been coninied to deals and square timiber,
anîd luaving cultivated a mnarket for tliese, they
naturaliy discoturage any attemipt ta digress <roni
the beatenl patli.

It is ouI>' fair to say that inatiuf-cturers ha.ve
foutid this nîethuod of selling to shippers entirely
satisfactory. But there ks aniotier aspect of the
case, viz., that the develapmlent ot our lumiber
undustry on the ligies wlîicli wotild prove miost
profitabla to the country lias tiîereby been re-
tardcd. Our illanuiflcturers have learned but
little of fie requiremients of the Britishi market,
and consequentiy a considerabie trade in special-
tics and partially nîanufracturcd goods lias bee.î
lost. Il: is with a vicw to seccuring a portion, of
thiîs trade that wc weicomce the proscrit sentiment
in favor of closcr relations bctweeni the Canladiani
manufacturer îand thc importer in the foreign
market. That this sentiment ks recognizeel on
this side of the wvater is shown hy flltue nber of
iantifacturers; who ]lave t'i>ited Great Britain

during the past ycar.
Tlîe question af the best iuîctluod af liandling

the cxport, trade is one Which lias licol givcn
niticli carefuil study by the leadinig mianulacturers
in nearly every lino of iniduîstry ; it is one difr'icit
of solution. I n the marketing of tillbcr pro-
ducts thiere would sccmi to be more obstacles

tli arc fiet with in other lines, yct it is a prali.
leu, wvhicl nitust bc dcalt îvitl iii a business likc
ialner at an carly date. A nuovemient iç noiv

on foot iii tlic Souitherni States ta formn ail asso-
ciation ta cxport pitch pille, particulars of whicli
may bic of intcrcst. ut is proposcd ta farni a
joint stock canipany, îviti a1 capital Oi $ 170,000,
dividcd inlta $1,700 sl:arcs, said shares being
propartioncd ta tlue fufty milîs includcd in flic
camipauy according ta export capacity. Tue
comipany wiil subinit cvcry requiremient ta eachi
and cvery nîili <or quotation, thic iowcst biddcr ta
have tlîe order if' a sale is cffccted, less 2ý/ per

cent., iii consideration of whici tile camipanly
guarantccs ta pay for aIl purchases without other
discounit or commission. Ill makinig the sale the
Company ivill add at least aile dollar per thous-
and <cet ta the prices qcuotcd by the miii mnai. A
daily bulletin ai transactions, giving sales, price,
shiinients, etc., ivill bce issued ta cadi mieniber ai
tlic Company.

One objection ta tlic above plan would stexu
ta bce that it lasters comipetition bctwcen the
mianufacturers, thc remaoval oi %vilich îvould de-
stroy entirely thc îvorkiug ai the association.
Trie commnendable features are that it wouild
aflî,rd ani actual knowledge ai the .vorld's de-
nîand, reduice the cast of secuiring the business,
and pravide for prompt paymient ai stock.

UNIFORM GRADING 0F LUMBER.
in. miovenuent for uniforni grading af luilber

lias obtaitued a strang foothold in the United
States, and is rapidly spreading <roui section ta
section. En.Icaulraged by the succcss ai the
Wis;cansini Valley Lunibcrmiat's Assaciation, the
pioncer in tlue îvrk, the southern lumiber manu-
facturers have takenl steps ta inaugurate a sinuilar
systeni, by îvhicli ta secure uniiormity in grading
and inspection af lumber. Nar is the mavement
caufined to the pine trade. At the annual meet-
ing of thc Chilcago 1lardwood Luniber Exchiange
lield rccntly, letters were read froxîî the Cairo
i Iardwood Luniber Exchange and tlue North-
western li-ardwoad Lumibernien's Association,
asking that nucasures be taken ta cstablisli uni-
forti rules ai iardwood inspection.

Nowlicre does there exist greater ilecessity for
proper inspection rules thanl in Ontario, and wc
liope tlue Lumibcrnen's Associatian will prove its
uiseiulness b>' taking tip the îvork. The estab-
lisihing ai standard grades would undoubtedly
have a benieficial effect uipon prices, and îvould
do at great deal ta strengtlien our position in
Eat'cign niarkets.

The Itumber business ai tluis province lias in
thc past lieti conducted single-lîanded. Evocry
manuifactutrer, whetlicr pine or liardwood, lias
made lus awn inspection, and as a resuit there is
a wvide divergence as ta îvhat constituites a cer-
tain grade. One manufacturer sets tie standard
ligiier thoni anotlier, whio, as a, consequcuice,
finds diflit-ilty iii disposing of luis luniber.
Neither cati a dealer arder a certain grade and
kuaov exactly wvhat lie is going ta get, as shouldi
be tlîe case.

Thie Wisconsin Valley l-umbermans' Associa-
tion, refcrred to above, represenits a total lumiber
praductitn ai 400,000,000 feet a year. An in-
spet-tor is cnîployed ta visit tlîe different plants
at staied intervals aînd repart to tlîc glia sagement
ail1 iteluis flot iniline witli tlie ries, as Wivel as, ta

instruct, the individiual graders in tlîeîr difties.
Tue cxpense of maintaining this system i.s rmise
hy a tax of anc cent on1 evcry thoîit%itnd teet
actuallv sluipped, whici lias so far heen iollnd

TrHE UTILIZPtTI0N 0F WASTE TIMBER
PRODUCTS.

LuU',IîIR.NtrN Sh1ould be ititerested ini flit pro)'«
îvhicli is bcing pronioted by the Railliuîîî Com.
pany for the establishulient of charcoal irtou ntt.
ing works at Descronito. This stel) is being
taken in pursuance af a policy dccided upati b%
thec company, as far back as 1866, ta seek to find
mcthods of mianufacture that would coavcrt the
rouglu logs and the coarse cutt ngs af the miilis
into products that the pu.blic would buy nt a
profit. In furthcrance of this idea, the uîî:mnuifac.
turc of porous terra cotta tire-pool builting nia.
terial front saîvdust ivas conmmenced ; cediar milis
ivere establislied at Deseronto, Canpielliori,
Lindsay and t3ravenliurst, so that suich Coanse
forest.m.tteriail as could flot be safely 1loatdJ ()r
r.îiied ta Deseronto miglit be manuifactured in
transit; a cemient manuifactory is started wliiich
uitilizes for fuel 3,500 cords af coarse malteriul
froin forest and iiiills per year; chiicai or wvood
distiiiing works ivere ercctcd, %viere gas from
sawdust was nlide for lighiting the factories and
towu, following whichà cange extenisive charcoal
works. These various-industrics consumne a vasî
quantity of tlic by-products of tic forest nd
nîilis, give cmlploymient ta 1,500 iil, and their
products find a market in Canada, tlîc Uniied
States and Great Britain.

By f his policy the Rathbun Comîpany have been
enablcd ta grcatly prolong their forest operations
by cutting thleir timber carcfuliy within prescrihed
bouincs, at the same tinie, by renmoval of ivaste
tîmber, affording protection against ire and per-
tiiting the rapidt grawth of young pilles fer
future supply.

Owing ta the duty imposcd by tlie United States
an CainadCiani charcoal, and the reduction iii price
of Wood spirits by th *c Dominion gaverurnent, it
lias beeni fouind ncccssary for the preservation of
the charcoal industry ta establisli a charcoal iran
blast furnace ini the Bay of Quinte district, and
arrangements ta this end are wcll advanced. It
is expected that a rnarkct cati be iouind for (iue
charcoal iranl iii Great Britaini, Norway and
Sweden.

This blast furnace, whicli wili luave a capacity
Oi 35 tons per day, will requiu'c yearly 20,000
cords aI cliarcoal timber, reprcsenting 2o cords of
coarse tiniber per acre, iromi r,ooo acres per ycar.
lin ploymient ivill lie given ta about 225 fci for
. average of about five nianthis durinig the cald
w. cher in getting out tlîis timiber.

Ili viewv ai the steady decrease in the available
suipply of first-class timiber, and the incrcasing
qîîauntiy ai coarse material, there is no question
af greater importance before lumibermen to-day
than that of finding means oi tiliziig tlic preserit
ivaste imaterial frani the farest andi the niill anrd
tie promotion of ncîv iorcst growti. fHence, as
we have said, the projected enterprise at Doser-
onta, wvhich appears to combine thcse abjcctsý le,
anc in whichi luilbermen sluould féel a deep inter-
est, as in flie event oi success attcnding tie vent-
turc and a staflicient market being fouind for Cana-
diati charcoal i-au, simiilar wvarks mighit bc e.stal-
lislied iii differetit parts ai the Dominion, wvith
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