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a\?:rl;er_ minds, to commend itself to the
ge member of the House of Commons ;
'eason?njvas persgqsiyc by the force of his
which g only. This, however, 15 the power
he strffiakes a reputation among lawyers.
e lnorm%th of his intellectual qualities was
Was Cone‘ ‘Lons]).lcuOl.lS because its recognition
ner. T;Lded, in spite of many faults of man-
Seorge ere are many whose memory of Sir
SOrenEe ‘QJesscl will be accompanied by some
CTOSSQS - He did not spare any one who
is o swords with him 1n argument, whether
ut }Il)iporjent was at the bar or on the bench.
eSireS{ manner was duc to no feeling but the
well | o push home his (:onch}s_lon. It was
SOmthr}Own at the bar, that it a man had
2 feyy 1}ng to say worth hearing, and s:.ud it in
i words, Jessel would be sure to listen to
woul A)artlcular].y if he were a young man. He
etror ftilk'e pains to show the disputant the
notiCec:j his ways, and he never passed un-
ad any objection to hli deleslon which
neve. ny welgh.t whatever. Sir GGeorge Jessel
enc, wrote a judzment while he was on the
Which,d'and yet he s:,eldom delivered one
case « 1d not dgal with every pomnt 1m the
made and sometimes, when he had clearly
topic up his mind as to some obscire legal
out O?rh(;1sl)utcd Act of Parllament, he went
last fo is way to elucidate 1t. Within the
ave gv days the_ Master of thc_ l{ol.ls seems to
cia) meen conscious Qf the defect In his judi-
You hanne{. “l)ont think T am against
timés i said ; “counsel, 1n arguing, some-
then t;} ink that 1 am much more against
. an I really am ’—a §or}f65510n which
,N;OW something pathetic in it.
his de.lperforma'nce by Sir George Jessel of
\OUrtal y work In .th_e. now deserted Rolls
Witne was an exhibition of power seldom
moststsed. The laxjvyer ‘hard\y knew which
case.] o admire—his minute knowledge of
With laW, the b}'eadth of his acquaintance
With sﬁi}l prmcxpleg, or the amazmg.rapldlty
ir G ich he took in the facts of his cases.
aviteonrge Jessel _seemed to devour an affi-
as soon as it was put into his hand.
ph;;ie lwas a superstition that nature had
with cally endowed him above other men
the capacity of acquiring knowledge,

a . A
e;d that he could read one line with one
e and the next line with the other. Tt is
the

gﬁ;}am that hardly any subject came to
n ace in his Court without his displaying 2
owledge of it which astonished experts.
P:trge drafts were made on these gifts in
ent cases, and the Master of the Rolls was
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equally at home in mechanical complications
and in chemical mysterics. Something has
necessarily been said of his fault of manner
on the bench : but it lay merely in the man-
ner. His mind was eminently judicial, and
the most skilful advocate that practised be-
fore him probably never discovered that he
had any prejudices. Least of all had he any
favour for those of his own race, although he
was the first of his blood who attained the
English bench.  On one occasion, when it
appeared that peculiarly hard bargain had
been driven by a party in the case, the Master
of the Rolls observed: 1 fear this gentleman
is of the Israelitish race.” There was no sec-
tion of the community which did not look to
him for the most uncompromising justice.
This was due to the belief, not only that he
had ‘a practical knowledge of most of the
affairs of life, and was a learned lawyer, but
that his mind was absolutely free from cant.
His rapidity was so great, and his reputation
so high, that the Rolls Court became during
his rcign the most important Court in the
When the Judicature Acts came
the universality of Sir George
] stood him in good
stead.  Here, at least, was one judge who
could decide off-hand upon the limitations of
a crabbed scttlement at one moment, and at
another expound the ohscurities of a bill of
lading.  Sir George Jessel’s place in history
will probably be connected with these Acts.
The Common Law Procedure Acts failed to
bring about a satisfactory compromise between
law and equity. As Sir George Jessel was
fond of pointing out, the common law judges
had equitable powers given to them by those
Acts which the Chancery judges did not pos-
These POWers, however, Were ignored,
and the Judicature ‘Acts became necessary.
The same influences Were at work in the
passing of the Judicature Acts, and at an
early date they showed tbemselves ominously.
Sir George Jessel set himself to the task of
giving the most liberal operation to the prin-
ciples of those Acts, and he effected far more
for the fusion of law and equity than the Acts
themselves. It is not too much to say that
the success which the Judicature Acts have
obtained would have been impossible without
him.

Sir George Jessel was not free from the
faults to which great minds like his are liable.
He was so quick that occasionally he was
hasty, but the mistakes hc made were not
half so many as those of other judges who
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into operation,
Jessel’s legal knowledge
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