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SIR GEORGE JE.SSEL,.

wekrminds, to coniend itself to the equally at home in mnechanical compfi)catifl

average mierrber of tbe Flouse of Comnmons; and in~ chemnical mvysterics. Somi-ctiin,, bias

,and be was lpersuasive by the force of bis necessarily be ado i al fmne

W~~only. This, however, is the p)over on the bench ;but it lay nwrely in tbe mlan-

lebch rniakes a reputation aniong lawyers. ner. His m~indl was eminently judicial, and

The strengtil of bis intellectual qualities was the mnost skîlful Avocate that practised be-

the 'fore cofl51 icuous because its recognition fore imi probably neyer disCovered that lie

wa's conceded, in spite of many faults of mani- had any prejudices. Least of Al had he any

lier. There are many w'liose rnernory of Sir favour f'or t1hose of' is own race, although he

George lessel will be accompanied 1w sonme was the first of bis tlood who attained the

sOren1es s He did flot spare any one who Englisb ben<'h. On one occasion, wvhen it

crossed 5svords with hirni in argument, whether appeared that a peculiarly bard bargaîn bad

his OPponent was at the bar or on the bench. been driven by a party in tbe case, the Master

1ýUt bis maniner was due to no feeling but tbe of the Rolls oI)served: -"I fear this gentleman

desîre to 1)u5l homne bis conclusion." It wvas is of the lsraelitisb race." There ""s no sec-

Weil known at the bar, tbat if a mani had tion of the comimufity wbich did flot look, to

So'l-etblin- to say wortb hearing, and said it in bimi for the miost uncom1 )romisiflg justice.

a.few1 Words, jessel would be su-re to listen to This wvas due to the belief, not only that he

hiro, particularly if be were a young mari. He liad 'a practical knowledge of mlost of the

Would take pains to show the disputant the affairs of life, and was a learned lawyer, but

error of blis ways, and he neyer passed un- that bis mind was absolutely free from cant.

Ilotic-ed any objection to bis decision which His rapidîty w-as so great, and bis reputation

had any weight wbatever. Sir G;eorge jessel so high, that the Rolîs Court becamie during

rieyer wrote a judgnnent while lie %vas on the ibis rcign the inost ioratCourt in the

becand yet lie seldomr delivered one ,otintry. \Vhen the Juidicature Acts came

Wbicb did not deal witb cvery point i the into operatiol, the universality of Sir George

case ; and sometimres, wben he had clearly irsl' eai. kn-owleclge stood himi in good

iTae up bis mind as to sontie obs -c legal stead. Here, at least, w~as one judge who

toPlic or disputed Act of Iarliamient, lie went cou111l decide off-hand u1)on the limitations of

OUlt of bis way to elucidate It. Within the a crabbed settlemint at one moment, and at

last few days the Master ot the Rýolîs scems to another expound the obscurities of a bill of

bave been conscious of the dIefcct in bis judi- lading. Sir (xOg eslspaei itr

c'al maniner. DIon't thi.,- I am agrainst will probably be connected with these Acts.

YU"he said; "counsel, in arguing, some- The Commofi i aw Procedure Acts failed to

t'les tbink that 1 arn miuch more against bring about a satisfactory, compromise betweefl

then than 1 really arn "-a confession which law and equity. As Sir Geore Jesse1 was

hals li-Ow sometbing patbetic in it. fond of 1)ointing out, the com-mon law judges

hThe performance by Sir George Jessel of bad equitable powers given to tbern by tbose

"~ dlaily work in the now deserted Rolîs Acts wbich tbe CbancerY judges did not poS-

Court was an exhibition of power seldom sess. These powers, howcver, were ignored,

Wi'tnessed. The lawyer hardly knew wbicb and the judicature Acts became necessary.

110tto admire-bis minute knowledge of The same influences were at work in the

ca"se-law, the breadth of bis ae asn cquaintance pasn f the judicature Acts, and at an

With legal principles, or the amazing rapidity early date they showed themnselves ominouslY.

w.îtb whicb he took in the facts of bis cases. Sir George Jessel set himiself to the task of

Sir George Jessel. seemed to devour an affi- giving the most liberal operation to the prin-

da'vit as soon as it was put into bis hand. ciples of those Acts, and he effected far more

There was a superstition that nature bad for the fusion of law and equity than the Acts

Ph~yically endowed him abv termntemeVs is not too much to say that

Wih the capacity of acquiriflg knowledge, tbe success which the judicature Acts have

atid that be could read one line witb one obtained would have been impossible without

eyle and the next line with the other. It is hirn.

Certain that hardly any subject came to tbe Sir George Jessel was not free from the

surface in bis CouIrt witbout bis displaying a faults to which great rninds like bis are liable.

knfowledge of it wbich astonished experts. He was s0 quick that occasionallY be was

Large drafts were mnade on these gifts in hasty, but the mistakes be made were not

Pýatent cases, and the Master of the Rolis was haîf s0mno stoeofohrjde b


