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WILLIAM DARLING& COs
IMrORTERis OP

Metals, Rardware, Glass, Mirror Plates,
liair seatingE, carriage

IMalKers' Triminîgs axid Ourled llair.
Agents for Mesrs. Chas. Ebbinghaus & Sons, Manu.

facturors oi vindow Comices.

No. 80 Et. Salpice, & No. 879 St, Paul Street$

MONTREAL.

A. & T. J DARLING & CO.
BAR IRON, TIN, &c.,

AND SHELF HARDWARE.
&ICUTLERY A SPECIALTY.

FRONT ST., East.] TORONTO.

D. MeCall & Co.
BEC TO ANINOUNCE TIHAT

REPEAT CABLE ORDERS
Are expected about the latter end of this
month. Orciers not completed will re-
ceive iismlediate attention on receipt.

Wc are daily receiving large shipments
and expect our stock complIted the first
week in March.

D. McCALL & CO.,
W HOLESALE MILLINERY

IMPORTERS,

51 Yonge Street, Toronto.

FINANCE AND INSURANCE REVIEw.

MONTREAL, MIA10II 11, 1881.

DOMINION PUBLIC WORKS.

The anmatl report of the Minister of
Public Works furnishes ample material
for reflection on the system which pre-
vails in the Dominions. The separation of
the departnient into two branches, must
seem ta those, who study the reports of
the Ministers an the works which they
have ta supervise, ta have been a matter
of necessity. The railways and canals
would seen ta furnish full occupation for
one minister, and the Minister of Public
Works bas under his control publia build.
ings, harbours and rivers, dredging,
sliles and booms, and telegraphs. We
should have supposed that telegraphs
would have been more conveniently

placed under the Minister of Railways.
We are unable ta gather from the report
the number of public buildings wvhich are
under the control of tihe department, but
ive know that there are many more than
are tabulated in the contents of the re-
port, prominent among which we may
mention the Toronto Custon House and
the Montreal Custom House and post
oflice. There are about thirty-two build-
ings mentioned in the report, while money
was expended on about seventy-two. In
Nova Scotia thsere are 19 harbours and
rivers under the control of the depart-
ment, in New Brunswick 0, in Prince Ed-
ward Island 7, in Quebec J8, in Ontario
13, in Manitoba and[ in British Columbia
3, or an aggregate of 68 harbours and
rivers between the Atlantic and the
Pacifia under the supervision of a depart-
ment at Ottawa. The slides and booms
for facilitating the descent of lumber are
numerous. In the Ottawa district alone
there are 66 stations, and tiere are others
on the St. Maurice, Saguenay and Trent.
The expenses of staff and maintenance
under this head are about the same as
the expenditure fo, construction and re-
pairs. The dredging is an important
item in the expenditure. The fact is that
dredging is being carried on in nearly all
the Provinces, in Victoria Harbour, and
the Frazer River, B.C., and in the Mari-
time Provincesand elsewhere. There are
9 dredges, 2 steam tugs, and over 30
scows owned by the department.

We should imagine that when sa many
works of a local character are undertaken
by the central government there ought
not ta be a second opinion as ta the pro-
priety of relieving the port of Montreal of
the burden of deepening the channel of
the river St. Lawrence, and more espe<'ial-
ly as it falls on the trade of the entire
country west of Montreal. The subject
ias been brought fully under the con-

sideration of the Minister in elaborate re-
ports from the Harbour Commissioners
and the Board of Trade, and the inport-
anst questions of pilotage and towage have
also been treated by those bodies. It is
by no means surprising that foreign ves-
sels avoid the St. Lawrence where a tow-
age system, which can only be described
as grossly fraudulent, is tolerated. The
Harbor Commissioners report thsat about
the year 1874 the tug boat owners agreed
upon a tariff, which was considered very
highs by the ship owners, who obtainsed
discounts, until the tariff wàs practically
abandoied, and, during the last three
years, " barely one-third ta one-isalf of
the tariff rate lias been paid biy regular
tr-ading vessels." The report proceeds
thus : " Strange vessels, however, coming

ta the river for the first tine, ai-e met
by the tugs, and, if they are unaware of

"the competition, are sometimes in-
"duced ta pay tariff rates, the captains
"supposing the tariff was a legal status,
" and they are musch surprised afterwards
" ta find that it is simply an obsolete
" tarifaf the tug owners thenselves, and
" that they have been overcharged." A

paragrapi more utterly disgraceful . to
the country, which has found no remedy
for such practices, has, we venture ta as-
sert, never eianated from a department
of the Goveriment. It is, hovever, ta be
regretted that, in reply ta the query of the
minister, IWlsat remedy your Board
" would propose ta lessen the cost of tow-
"age of sailing vessels from Father Point
"ta Quebec, and from Quebec ta Mont
ireal," the Harbour Commissioners
could only answer that " the question
was a very difficult one," and, " if the tug
owners could be got ta agree upon rea-
sonable maximum rates," it would benefit
themselves, and spare much vexation ta
vessels visiting our ports for the first
time. We have no confidence whatever
in the suggestion of the Harbor Commis-
sioners. Fraudulent practices must be
put a stop ta by measures of a much more
stringent character.

The Board of Trade bas furnished some
valuable statisties as ta the comparative
rates of towage atother ports of a 600 ton
vessel. The rates at Boston and New York
are $35 inwards and outwards, or $70 both
ways ; at Philadelphia, $51.50 and $77.25
at Baltimore, $142 inwards and same
outwiard, $284 in all. The report then
proceeds "It would be misleading to
"quote rates of towage here, as in the

foregoing examples," because, thouglh
tow boat officiais sometimes refer ta
the " regular tariff" (viz., when they
want ta swindle strangers) "there is
practically no recognized tariff of rates
for tug boat service in the Gulf and River
St. Lawrence." An opposition company
adopted a tariff with a mere nominal re-
duction, which is characterized by the
Board of Trade as " serving only ta mis-
lead unsuspecting ship masters." The
Board of Trade state that the chief
sufferers by a system which is maintained,
according ta " a well-informed persan at
Quebec," "by the unblushing lying of
agents vhich sne of the tug owners keep
for the purpose,"1 are those avhich come
into the St. Lawrence trade for the first
tinie, "sand their expérience is often so
bard and cheerless that they never re-
turn." Tihe semedies suggested by the
Board are st. To empow'er the Harbor
'Trust ta provide towage facilities at cost

of service. 2nd. That a company should


