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free from ail blame but even then it
-wotld lot -bav'ebeen unconstitutional for
the Lieutenan tGovernor to have changed
his mind, if, during the course of the dis-
eussions'inthe 'Legislattre, or from indica-
tions ofpublic opinion throughout the Pro-
vince, ho had'become convinced that -the
mensire was an unwise one. Of course,
antlie assumption -that before peimitting
the introduction of the bill he -hadl re-
nmonstrated against it, and had filnally
given a reluctant consent, is tvas the case
wvith George III. and the North and Fox
adininîstration regarding the India Bill, on
which -bliey .vere disnissed after carrying
it -through the Couinions, lie would be
more excusable in withd-trving his con
sent, than if it liad been freely given in the
fi-et instance. We are. discussing the
constitutional question alone, not the
mnrits either of the railway or tax bills,
and as we are told that Mr. Chapleau's
autborities are " unanswcrable," %ve shall
venture to place before our readers a few
extracts fron Todd's Parliamentary Gov-
ernment ylhich directly bear on the point
really at issue, viz., the right of the Crown,
or its ropresentative exercising foi the
tine its prorogatives,-to full consultation
on all-matters, whether'legislative or ex-
ecutive.

The official cliannel of intercourse botween
the Sovereign and the Cabinet Coincil was
tfrmerly aSecretary of State, bit is now in-
variably tle:PrimerMinister. It devolves upon
tlis:fu.ctionary:to conveyito the:Sovereign for
his approbation all the important conclusions
of.the Cabinet, andta hjim the Sovereign.mankes
knao.Niiis decisions tliereon. Comnmunications
on aifairsof State are .eostantly passing be-
tween the Sovercign and the Prinie liniste1r.

But se soon as any particular projee t Ol-line
of poliey, lias: been agreed to, vithi a view cither
to legisative or adminitive ive action, it be-
comesthe duty of;thîe Premier,.as the minîister
in .whom th.e Croeyn hias placed t.be co.nstituîtion
ai confidence, to taike the royal pleasire there-
uo and te afford his Sovereign an opportuni-
tyfor the eci- e cf fhut consfietonal criticism

in «ill departnients offthe State, ivhich is the right
and dut y fw he Croirn, and. which in it opepu-
lis je confessedly nost saiutary.aid e.ficaoius.
Anglect of-thistrulc.by MrPitt, wvben, in the

1800 his od eiddvit
bhiJns te. t1ha expedio ney of a cortaiî ucon cession
to the chümotbe Roianatholics led to fils
ls 0f Office, antd te the Ilnral of tue Kings
confidence ron t*e instry,

Il meay seem. difficult to deternine in every
instance Ireciselyw.hat natters ouitgit te receive
themlsent of the. royn. boforehandi, and-ehlat
p;ght bei properly undertaken at the discretion
.and upon theesponsibility oft1e sovral end

À eui depart nt .Bt this nuci at any
i e ar, tha i ui t e d ene

wsehieh woîId c"o a defitetacf ion
or lin e fy6liey;pi dh6 dià rîceived

fthe royal pprobafion, shoulid be.udertaken with-
oit theprev i. anefionfthe-Soverig

nu al liis.coiinmunicirtioins *îith theoSoveioign
tic Priine Minister l bound te adlord tie nîost
-frai and cxiilicit ,ifonîîantioni iii r.egard 'te
measures ageed iponl by the Cabinet and sub-
mitted for the royal sanction. And il is net
mnerely the riglt, bu the iduty, of flte Soie-eigi
to exercise his judiynient in4the avice they niay
tender Io hinw If Soyereign shoIluldI not
approve oftlie advice of hio mi nisters uppu any
particiular measuire tley have then .to choose
whetlier tley vill abandontiatnure or len-
der their resignation. Under such cirNcuînstnîces
a minister is boutd eitlier to obey the direction
optfie Crown, or toa eia o thaCrowin tlit fl'il
liberty which the COrwni mst poscss of o e
longer continuing that inister in oflice. In
order te sipply iheCrown ivith adequate.means
for eercising an indepilenet jidgiment upon
ail alliis of' Stateproiiiîi las feiea do lky
colisfIifoili-cico t li-cg id uer transiet o

fo t/e Soverei/y, ordinarly thîug.1hy the Prime
Miiister, or /se /iorigh oii heropiciatl channels, af
i'ery destîate/, report, or liei. paper, which it is
mIerial should lie peruscd by the Sovereigi, or
wehich inay be ifuse to ena/lc .th ovecreign.to
decide ipon the mnerite of any.measurc subifted
to. ii,> by ininisters.

h Ie,Queenrequirs first, thai Lord1 ahner-.
ston will distinctly stati.wiliat lie proposes in
a given case in order tai the Queen may lniow
as distinctlyto what sh le giving -lor royal

-sanction. Secondly, having once-giveii lier
sanction ton mensure thatit be not.arbitrarily
altered or mîodilied by the minister. Sucl, an
act sheo m.uet consider as fuiling in;si ncerity to-

ards;the 5Jrpwnmand ,justly to be yisited by
the exercise of ber constitutional right. of dis-
nissing tlat minuster. Shîe expeçis te be-kept
informed of what passes between 11im anid the
foreigni minister before inportant decisions are

*taken based iipon that intercoirse -t receive
themforeign despatebes iii gbod time, and te have,
the drafts ifor ber anproyal sent toller insufli-
cient time ta ma heorselfacquainted with their
contents before-theymiist ,be sent off." Thils
meonranîdum . having ben commî.nicated ta
Lard Palmerston, je ciwrote to t1ie Premier
stating tait lie l ad taken-a copy ofit and would
not fail to attend ta tléedi'eïions il con tained.

Tie last extract is speeially interesting,
because itas rend by Lord John Russell
in the -Iouse of Canemons on the occa-
sion of tie subsequent dismissal of Lard
Palmerston, and is" s'id by the author
of the Life of the Prince Consort ta

* have embar rassed Lord 1almerston so
much -thait he quie oke dawn in
his defence. It ls ta be obser'ved, that;
the -actual cause of Lard Talmerston's
dismissal vas the expressionof al opin-
ioti, is cIvoirsation witI the French An-
bassador faravobale to the èoup d'iiitof

Louis -Napoleon, although' the Govern-
ment lad, iviti the sanietion of the Crown
decided on a positio of neutralit.lord

'-Palmerston contended and not-without
-plasibilitythat eoiversationsivere wholly

noe- couimittal, and that it was neither
-possible nor desirable to avoid discussion
of the kind. Tlhe eise is interesting as
sliowmiîg liow rigid are the.rules in Eng-
]and as ta franik and full, comnuinication
on Uienpart of mineisterswite the Cron.
Wesshall, in addition.to,the very clearex-
position of constitutionail practice inTodd,
cite fromin lin the autloiity of Englisli
statesnen of:higli tanik, and of opposite
politics pnthe question at issue. In Lord
Grey's essay an Parliamnentar-y G OverI-
men t, he sys :

'Tiere is a further safeguard against
" abuse iiIIs fitbinq reqitsite thiat the mlii-

isters of the Croin shluld obtain ils di-
rect sanction fo- all their mIost inpo'-

" fanit imeasuires. The Crown, iL is truc,
; seldon refuses,to act upon the advic

deliberaitely pressed tpon it by its ser-
vaits, -ior could it dao sa frequenltly

"ivitholut c-eating great inconvenience.
"But.tthe Sovereigtns of Lhis country maly,
' and.geinei-ally have exercised mcucih in-
" -fluencce over the coiduct of the govern-

m ment ; nedin extrene cases thlepowver.of
"tlie.C-ooitn f-o refuse its consent to wohat
"i proposed by ifs servants niay -be ised
"coith. the grceatest beniefit I the nt(fior.
-Arefusail on the partoft e Sovereigno
-sainction meastires tvlich the mitnisteis
"persist in reconmemdiing as indispensa-

-'%ele is indeed n legitimlate ground;for
-"tetheir resignation, and if the question
- vhicl leads ta this is one oiewhich they
Ci have the support of public opinion, they

miit in the, end prevail. But if cis
"-higll .power is exercisedi iviti -visclotme
"and is reserved for gîeat eiergenecies,
"îthe C'rown nay generally calculate on
* the support of-the nation in refusing ta
"sanction mensures .inprOperly piessed
I upon it by its niiisters, especially whiere
"tlhee meeasusres so urged involve an abuse

hof-the royal authority foi- tiei- own pa-ty
o9 abjeets :
MVG.shaWl naw quote a-passage fron a
espechof the late Lord-Deiby in his place

ivParlianment

"Thepeople of this country are unde-
a great ieiistale if they suppose tlat tlîe

"Savereign does not exercise a real salu-
tary ani decided influence over the
ucouncilsanti goveinient of the coanty.

(l The Sovereign is nOL the niere au toma-
iton ai puppet of the gover-nîment af the
Il -day. Sie exercises a beieficial infhu-

ence and control over the affairs of the
State; anud if is ti ihy of the minis-

i, for- the ine bing smliiiiig
ccany pr'position for the assent of Ker
l"7.ajesty, to give satisfactory reasons

it ~ iopositios aie called foby
"pub licpo licU and justified by thepublic
ïntereIs. If- thIe Sovereign is ndt satis-


