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AND INSURANGE REVIRé,

SYER

free 'f"l‘O_iﬂ “all 'bylmﬁe,‘bh‘t Vg‘vyen -,tli-en‘”it V

would not ‘have béen unconstitutional ‘for
the Tieutenant-Governor to‘have changed
hismind;-‘if, during ‘the course of-the dis-
cussions'in-the Legislature, or-from indica-
tions of public opinion throughout thePro-

vinee, he'had become -convinced that the

mensure ‘was an unwise one; - Of course,
on-the assumptlon that before permitting
the mtl-oductlon of “the bill *he “had re-
monstrated against it, and had- finally
given a reluctant consent, as was-the case
wnth Gem‘"e IIL ‘and ‘the North and Fox
ndmmxsbr tion l'enm-dm" the Indm Bill,on
which -they were dismissed after carrying
it through “the’ Commons, he -would ‘be
move-excusable in withdrawing his con.
sént, than if it had-been freely given in the
first ‘instance. “We are discussing the
constitutional - question  alone, not the
merits . either of the railway or tax bills,
and as we are told that Mr. Chapleau’s
authorities are “unanswerable,’ we shall
venture to place: before our readers a few
extincts from Todd’s Parliamentary Gov-
ernment which directly bear on-the point
really atissue, viz,;:the right of the Crown,
or '~iktsv'rcpresenmtive exercising for the
‘time its prerogatives, to full -consultation

on all- mutters, whether leulslntwe orex-

ecutw

'l‘he official : clmnncl of mlelcourse bet\veen‘

b bovcrewn ‘and -the- Cabinet ‘Council ‘was
iformerly a:Secretary - ‘of: State, but 'is - now in-
wariablyithe: Prime:Minister. - :It devolves upon
this:functionary:to convey;to;the-Sovereign: for
.his approbation all.the important conclusions
of the, Cubmel, and to him the Sovereign, makes
kinown his, dl‘CISlODE thereou Commumcntlons
‘on.affnirs of State are Lonsmntly passing: be-
tween the Sovencwn ﬂml the Prinie \hmsler

- e | e e

. But 80 soon as any. p‘llllCll]ﬂl‘ prmect or:line

o!‘pohc} has:been agreed to,. with a view-cither

‘to legisiative or,administrative, ncnon, it be~

.comes, the. duty of the Bremier, ag the, HHHIS(GI" :
;in whom the Crown has placed. the constitution.”
al Lonhdence, to- ake thc royal pleasurc there-
upson, and to nﬂoxd his Sovereign an opportuni- ‘
Ay for the exereise of t/wt constitutional criticism

in'ull (lepnr/mcnts oftlle -State, which is the right

~and ’.“du'ty' of-the. Crown, und- which in - s operds
-Lign’ is confessedly ;most salulary and.eficacious. .
-A neglect of: thisrulecby Mr.: Pitt; when, in the .
year, ;1800, :his; colleagnes . ind. commded Svith?
expediency of a certain concession :

;him:nas to, the

1o the clmms of the. Roman, Cnthohcs, Ted to hig:
loss of olhce, and to-the withdeawal of Lhe I\mg s

‘» conhdence fro thc mm :txy ’
(LN S R .

It' may:seem: difficult to fdetcrmine Jinsevery’

.instance:precisely:what matters.ought'to receive

.the.assent:of .the, Crown -beforehand;: andwhat
.might.be; properly, undertaken, at.the dlscretlou‘

' of line: quolzcy,

:-sanction,
“.snction: to o meagurethat it be.not: arbitrarily
Such .an ¢
. act:ghe.mpst -cousider as’ lmlmg in;sincerity; to-
. wards; the (;ro\vn, nnd Justly to . be vxslted by

“which ad-«not alrfﬂdy recewed

. the royal approbation, slw,llld beundertaleen with-
-out:theprevio ux sanetion.of the Sovercign.
. M . . . Ad
In all his, communieations with the Sovereign

the Prime Minister is bound to afford the most’

ﬁuuk and’ ‘explicit m{‘ommhon in vegard to
measures ags ceed upon by the Gabinet and snb-
mitted for the royal sanction. And it s not
merely the righty -but the duty, of the Sovereiyn
to exercise ‘his Judgment in‘the “advice they. may
tender o him. - If-the ‘Sovereign’ should -not
_approve of:the advice 'ofhiz ministers upon any
Jparticular measure ' they:have then':to choose
whether they will abandon that measure or ten-
der their reaxgnn.tlon Under, such cncnmst'mces
a mxmster is bound cit to’ obey the duectlou
of the Crown, or to leave to thé-Crown that full
liberty which the men ‘most posscss of ' no
Jonger continuing that. minister :in office. - In
-order to supply-the;Crown with ndequaie means
for exercising an .independent jndgment upon
oIl affuivs of State provision has been, made. by
eonstitutional practice fi ,;lllmc‘/uhcr tmnsmwszon
to the: Sovereiyn, ordinarily through the Lrime
Minister, or élse through otlmr oficial channels, of
every de. s,m[c/l, report, or “other puperywhick it is
wtatterial- should be perused. by the -Sovereign, or
‘which may beof use to enable the Sovereign.to

| decide upon the. merils of wny micasure, subumtul

ito. /um by mznm{us
o »

o The Qucen requires, ; ﬁxat that Lord Palmer-

.-ston will distinctly state; wlmt he proposes in-
& given case in order that h(, Queen may know "

‘a8 distinctly-to what she'is giving -hér " royal
becoudly »lmvmg ‘once ‘given. her

altered or :modified by - the minister.

the exercise of her consmuuonal nght of dis-
missing tlmt. minister.”’

foreign ;minister before important dcclsxons are
-taken based - upon :that intercourse ;- to receive

“ithe foreign- deslintchgs.1|1 gc_)qd time; uu_d to have,
+ the drafts;,for-her -approval sent tojher: in sufii-
_cient time;to make herselfacquainted with.their
;This’

contents beforé tbey milst Jbe_sent off.”

slmmg thnt he lmd mken “f cop) Ofll‘; und \vould

not fail to attend 10 the ions it contmned
“The last extract is specially mtel‘estmg,
“becanse itwas read by Lord John'Russell
“in the “House of Comméns on. the. ocea-
sion of the subsequent dismissal of Lord
‘Palmerston, and “issiid “by the ‘author
of - the Life ‘of the, ;Piince Consort' to
“have embm‘r'w:ed Lord ' Palmerston ' so
anuch' ~that’ he qulte ‘broke ‘down  in
'his defence.

the nctual ‘cause’ of Lord Pulmerston s
dmmssnl was the expressxon of an. opin: |°
ion,in conversahon with the French Am-
“*bassador, favorablé to: the ‘coup d’ﬁtatof
“Louis l\apoleon, although the ‘Govern-
‘ment: bad, withi-the'sangtion of the Crown;
declded on o pos'tlon of‘ neutmhty Tord

plausxbxhty,tha.t conversutnon s'were wholly

; She expects toibe: kept !
; mformcd of what passes between him and the

It isto be observed, that

non-committal, -and that it was neither

1-possible nor desirable to avoid discussion

“of the Kkind. The cnse is interesting as
-showing-Thow rigid are the.rules in Eng-
land as to feank and: full. commumcmt\on
~.onithe .part of ministers.with the Crown.
~We.shall, in nddition.tothe very clear ex-
iposition of constitutional practice in Todd,
- cite ‘from him. the authority.of Envllsh
- statesmen of high-rank, .and of opposite
-politics on-the question at issne. Tn Lord
Grey's * essny on- Parliamentary .Govern-
ment, he says :

i ~'l‘he1'e is'a furt,hev safeguard against
“abuse.in ils:being vequisile that the min-

“fdsters.of: the Crown should oblain ils di-

“rect sanction for. all: iheir most tmpor-
“tant measures.: Lhe .Crown, it is Lrue,
i€ seldom -refuses to act upon the advice
“ deliberately pressed upon:it by its. ser-
#tvants, .nor could - it .do:so frequently
#t.without .creating .great -inconvenience.
“But the Bovereigns of this country. may,
“and.generally have exercised much in-

- ¢“fluence overthe .conduct of the. govern-

4 ment ; and in.extreme cases thapowcr of
“the.Crown .to.refuse. ils .consent Lo what
“ is proposed “by.its servants miay “be used

- fatth: the. greatest benr‘ff 10 .the matioy.. :
“A refusal on the part.of the Sovereign o~ "

“sanction .measures which ithe ministers-

‘ “pexslst in. 1-ecommencluw as m(’hspensn.-
2#ble s indeed alegitimate ground for
4 their :resignation, ‘and if the question
“# whiclrleads to this is one on.which they

“have-the support of pubhc opinion, they
“must in" the.end -prevail. “Bug -if this
~“high -power is exercised with.wisdom,

‘ “nnd is reserved for: great emergencies,
#46the>Crawn :may .generally caleulate ion

+¢ the 'support of :the -nation in refusing to

¥ sanction  measures -improperly pressed:
- ¢.npon it by.its ministers, especially wliere

-f4:the.measures so urged:involve an abuse:

» & of the royal nuthox-lty f'or theu' ow . pm ty

#:objeets " :
“We-shall: now quote a.- pnssage from a

~speech of the Iate Lord- Delby in: ]ns placo
;in‘Parlinment )

“The people of -this ‘country are under

g great niistake if tl)ey suppose thnt the
“Soverewn does ot exercise o 1-enl salu-

v"taly and decided " influence: over ‘the

o councﬂs and gove ernment of the country.

LN '1he Soverewn _is not.the mexe automa--

“ton or puppet of the «rovermnent of the

“dny' She ‘exercises n’ beneficial mﬂu-;
“ence and' control over the affiirs of. the.
a Smte and al is Ulc duty of the minis-.

“ ler for the time” bch, n submilting . iy

“ any’ proposmon /'or the assent of ]Ier
“ﬂla_;estl/, {0’ give salzq/‘actory reasons

“Wihat such proposnzons are called for. by =

“_publ’w pohq] ‘and jushfed by t/zepublzc
mterests. lf the boverelan is not sutw-




