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Union of the United States of Ameri-
ca. The great state of New York has
no right of suzerainty or superiority
over Rhode Island, or Ontario over
Prince Edward Island. If that is the
correct basis—and that is of course
the only possible basis—the jurisdic-
tion of the reconstituted Judicial
Committee for the purposes of the
Imperial Commonwealth must be on
the footing of the reciprocal rights
and responsibilities of the nations in
the Confederacy — Great Britain,
Ireland, Canada, Australia, New Zea-
land, South Africa, Newfoundland,
and in good time, India and the West
Indies.

And here may perhaps be found
the solution of the age-long Irish ques-
tion—for to this High Court of In-
ternational Justice for the Imperial
Commonwealth will be referred—not
as now questions between citizens of
Canada, or between citizens of Aus-
tralia, or even between different pro-
vinces of Canada or different states
of Australia, (all of these will be
determined finally by the supreme
courts of those nations), but ques-
tions between the different nations
represented in the international court,
—between Great Britain, for instance,
and Ireland; or between Canada and
Newfoundland; or between South
Africa and Australia.

Mr. Elihu Root is advocating an
international court for the members
of the League of Nations. The court
that I am now suggesting will be a
different court from that. It will be
a Britannic court, a court for the
British League of Nations, another
happy phrase for which we are In-
debted to my Lord Cave—and that
court is now at hand and almost ready
made in the great tribunal of which
Lord Cave is a distinguished member.
Mr. Root’s court will be composed of
judges speaking different languages
and schooled under different systems
of law—the Common Law of England,
the Code Napoleon, the Civil Law,
the Law of Mohammed and what not?
But the Britannic International Court
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wiil be composed wholly of Judges
speaking the English language and
schooled in the Common Law of Eng-
land—except when a French Judge
is named from Canada, or a Dutch
Judge from South Africa. This will
be a wonderful advantage, and that
Court, call it if you like (and there
could be no better name) the Judicial
Committee of His Majesty’s Privy
Councils (observe the plural) will
be an invaluable guide and mentor to
the other more cosmopolitan and less
cohesive court proposed by Mr. Root,
should that court be established.

Two converging events make it im-
possible for the public men of Great
Britain and the other Britannic com-
monwealths to longer ignore the ques-
tion of the relations of their countries
to each other and to the other nations
of the world, Those two events are
the consummation of the League of
Nations and the British Imperial Con-
ference which is to be held next year.

Canada claimg to be entitled to
representation in the 'Assembly of
the League of Nations and her claim
has been conceded. No public man in
Canada or in England will question
Canada’s right to participate in world
politics, but such participation is ob-
viously utterly and absolutely irrecon-
cilable with the existence of a super-
ior authority over Canada either in
the Parliament of Great Britain and
Ireland, or in His Majesty’s Privy
Council for Great Britain and Ire-
land.

The whole subject must be discus-
sed at the approaching Imperial Con-
ference and it is vastly important
that it should be the subject of public
discussion before the conference
meets, in order that Canada’s repre-
sentatives at the Conference may be
fully informed of Canadian public
sentiment. In this discussion the law-
yers of Canada will of necessity take
a foremost part, and I am therefore
making no apology for introducing
the subjeet at this national meeting
of Canadian lawyers. It is not to be
expected that we shall all agree. Per-



