
by J. Monk-Mason in 1765; and when, in 1808,
difford's edition of my favourite dramatie poet
appeared, it was -a gratificationto observe that
many , of-the -same einendations --and criticisms
had likewise occurred to that able commentator.
.A sufficency of. original observations that have
escaped Gifford, however, remain to induce me
to publish them for the amusement, if not the
instruction, of the admirers of the English drama
considered in a literary point of view.

To begin with . the EMPEROR OF THE EAST, a
play, which was the parent of Lee's Theodosius or
the Force of Love, and which is one eminently
adàpted :for scenic: répresentation and- histrionic
taient.

The main spring upon which its plot hinges is
the.jealousy entertained.by Theodosius of his
biew. raised empress Eudocia, and a very early
opening.of it occurs in the scene in the first act'%
in which Athénais (afterwards J.udocia) presents
ber petition -and relates her, story to Pulcheria.
:In reciting her father's dying words

The greatnese thon art born to, into which
Thy brótheri shall be proud to pay their service- -

*she is interrupted by Paulinus,- who had first in-
trodticed lier,: and who adds,. %

,.eid aIi pffin eI9e Who. honouir beauty.

Thh is partidularly remarkëd. by Theodosius,
oisa'oncealed spectator-, and upôn his sim-

pie interjection> herè« "Umph,' is built a consi-
derable part of that speech in scene 5& of Act IV.
in -which hé recalls to mind every circumstance
of suspicion.

.=Mnst I read,
* -. W~Vrii iri he table ~óf my rn'erory,

To w4rrant.äüÿ suspicïon, h·ow Paulins
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