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One of the great springs of trar may be
found in a very strong and general propensity

of human nature ;—in the love of excitement,

of emotion, of strong interest—a propensity

which gives a charm to those bold and hazard-

ous enterprizes which call forth all the ener-

gies of our nature. No state of mind, not

even positive suffering, is more painful than

the want of interesting objects. The vacant

heart preys on itself, and often rushes with

impatience from the security which demands
no effort, to the brink of peril. This part of

human nature is seen in the kind of pleasures

which have always been preferred. Why has

the first rank among sports been given to the

chace } Because its difficulties, hardships, ha-

zards, tumults, awaken the mind, and give to it

a new consciousness of existence, and a deep
feeling of its powers. What is the charm
which attaches the statesman to an office

which almost weighs him down with labour

and an appalling responsibility ? He finds

much of his compensation in the powerful

emotion and interest, awakened by the very

hardships of his lot, by conflict with vigorous

minds, by the opposition of rivals, and \iy the*

alternations of success and defeat. What hur-

ries to the gaming-table the man of prosper-

ous fortune and ample resource } The dread

of apathy, the love of strong feeling and of

mental agitation. A deeper interest is felt in

hazarding, than in secunng wealth, and the

temptation is irresistible. One more exaotiple
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