
28 M'FlNGAL. [canto

'l> What tho* with fupplicating pray*r

We begg'd our lives and goods lhe*d fpare*^;

Not vainer vows, with lillier call,

Elijah*s prophets rais*d to Baal^j

A worlhipp'd ftock of god, or goddefs.

Had better heard and underftood us.

So once Egyptians at the Nile

Ador*d their guardian Crocodile,

Who heard them firft with kindeft ear.

And ate them to reward their pray'r^;

And could he talk, as kings can do.

Had made as gracious ipeeches too ^^.

Thus fpite of pray'rs her fchemes purfuing.

She ftill went on to work our ruin

;

AnnuU'd our charters of releafes^%

And tore our title-deeds in pieces ;

Then lign'd her warrants of ejedlion.

And gallows rais'd to ftretch our necks on

:

And on thefe errands fent in rage.

Her bailiff, and her hangman. Gage ^^.

And at his heels, like dogs to bait us,

Difpatch*d heri^oiTe Comitatus^.
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