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were stationed catapults and vast cross-bows that were worked
witli cranks, and from hence an iron shower was rained upon
the ships. The Moors in Triana were equally active ; from
every wall and turret, from house-tops, and from the banks of
the river, an incessant assault was kept up with catapults, cross-

bows, slings, darts, and every thing that could annoy. Through
all this tempest of war, the ships kept on their course. TJic

first ship which arrived strucli the bridge on the part towani
Triana. The shock resounded from shore to shore, the whole
fabric trembled, the ship recoiled and reeled, but the bridge was
unbroken ; and shouts of joy rose from the Moors on each side

of the river. Immediately after came the siiip of the admiral.

It struck the bridge just about the centre with a tremendous
crash. The iron chains which bound the boats together snapped
as if they had been flax. The boats were crushed and shattered

and flung wide asunder, and the ship of the admiral proceeded

in triumph through the open space. No sooner did the King
and the Prince Alfonso see the success of the admiral, than they

pressed with their troops closely round the city, and prevented

the Moors from sallying forth ; while the ships, having accom-
plished their enterprise, extricated themselves from their dan-

gerous situation, and returned in triumph to their accustomed
anchorage. This was the fatal blow that dismembered Seville

from Triana, and insured the downfall of the city.
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CHAPTER XIX.

INVESTMENT OP TRIANA— GARCI PEREZ AND THE INFANZON.

t ; On the day after the breaking of the bridge, the king, the

Prince Alfonso, the Prince Enrique, the various masters of the

orders, and a great part of the army, crossed the Ouadahiuivir
and commenced an attack on Triana, while the bold Adniiiul

Bonifaz approached with his 8hii)S and assaulted the place from

the water. But the Christian army was unprovided with ladders

or machines for the attack, and fought to great disadvantage.

The Moors, from the safe shelter of their walls and towers.

rained a shower of missiles of all kinds. As they were so high

above the Christians, their arrows, darts, and lances came willi

the greater force. They were skilful with the cross-bow, and had

engines of such force that the darts which they discharged


