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no.") Tn addition to this, it is known that ronl is ft ]>rime Tipcc-fasily for our aront nuIwHys,
tli(M'<Jiy fiicilitiitini; :itid cliPapcninir llu- tnut.-jiort of ilio prn<liiciioiiK ot tlio coiintiv from the
,in<orif>r to llu' -(.•il'o.-iiil, :i/id il would. lliei*<'l'>i«', in tliin vn>*v, ho oiio <;(' tlio most sorion.^ iiiist;ik<'«

thai could bf made to ta:c I his mineral i>i-o<ln<'i. Xo, sir, it is not conlondiHi that it would licsietd

the couiilry, and no Ministry that evoi- lives will tiare to impo.««e a t*x upon one of the tirst

lU'trssaiios of lij'c. (()i(':it <Ii«'i>iinLr ) j\noihi'r |>riniMi»a! itom is iliat of sail. Of lli.-il artiflo

wo iniporU'd l;isl your thi.'i> millions oi Imshols. Now wo have vast dcpfi.-its f^f salt in (.'aiiada,

and it would no ilouht l>o VKsin-ticial to the Ontario ^aIt pi-oducors to nrohihit tho
imporiation of salt, whith comcH to the Maritime i'roviiuvs almost enfindy from
Kn-iliind. ihit, on ilie oHkt hand, to do this would be to deprive f)Ui' fishermen of the

Mi<>iin>< of elieiiply proervini; the priHhirt of their industry; and wlien I s:iy that our e\-
iM'rfi-i of lisii last yeiO' amoiiiittxl to 8."),S74..'jlI0. yon will see that to impose su(d> a duty as would
pn-vont the import of salt wotdd only be ruininir one interest by promotinpf another interest.

Salt, with oitr fitdiermen and meat eurers, is a raw matci'ial. Of products of the forest there
were im)»nneil info Canada last year $1.H2H,07S worth, and wo exported to the amount ol

8li.'V''>'"'-'»^"- l>oes anyone helieve—eaii ;i;iyone in his senses i>elii>ve—that we conld ral-e (he

j)rii'e of Inml'er to the liiinl>er dealer hj* imposinir a duly upon an nrtiole that we praciiiallv do
not import at all ? (what is imported is in (-pecial qualilies. sueli as walnut and mahogany to

Mr. liohert Ifay, and some (f)mmon lumher for the eonvenionce of locpli'ies near the frontier

h.ivintf none of th'^ir own.) The thinsr would be impos^iide. Then let us take aninials

and their produce. Of tliose wo imjjortcd last ye'\r, to the amount, altot^eilur, of alxtrtt.

siix million.-, and arhalf in round numbers, whde we exported lifteen and adiall' millions, showini;
that we were able to export two and n-half tiinc.^ tho amount we imported, and showing; also

that ainio-l ' our whole imports of animal.^ and their produets wore merelv broutrht into tho
eountr^v ti)r Ilie sake of re-eNpoi'tafioii at the other C'ld of the eountry; and io I'M you see how
ludicrous is the proposal to put a protective «Iuty on animals and theii- produetn, I have but to

mention that while th<Me were ex]>orted 150.573 s^heep last year from Ontario to th<! Uinte<l

Slates, we only imported seven sheep allOLrei her from vhnt oountiy. (L!iuf:;liter ) Arid yet li.c

protectionist wmiiIs to lax tlu'^•e seven plieep to as trroat an ex-tent as the .Vnu'ricans tax our 15(»

and o<hl thousands. ([/lUiihter. ) This in the w:i\- they propose that we should enrich our.elves.

Of apMcultund products, that is, strain and bveadntufis xeiivirally, we imported last year—and
everv<tiie will remember that was a very ba.l year, that it was one of the worst years we ever
had—sixteen millions Mini a half in lound iiumbors of dollars worth. Rut then we exported of

t!iera. even in that btiil year. in,t)IK).ltt10j- dollai-s wort', in nuniil nundtei-s, showing- that il would
bo impohsible by any tax to <;ive the farmer a larger price lor his luoduce than he iu)W

i-eeeives. LetuH assume for a moment that by taxincc foreiijn ijrain or flour wo could keep it out
ot' this<'onn(ry, is il possible, that the workiuLC'ni'U of Toiimio would ask us to tax the bread thev
eat? ("No. no.') Yet, sir. tii.it is ex'aetly what the lesulers of the t"ons<<rvative l»arty aie a.-^kintj

UH io do. They say that if Hour was taxed it wouM raise tiio ]>riee to tho miller, but if it, di<l

raise the price il w<»uld in- done at the expense of the prior nnin who has to purchase it. (Ibai,
heal.) Sir John Macdonald slated in his speech in the Hastorn Townships that if we liappened

i) hn\e a deficient bai"ve>it our own pr-tdueers >hou(l re:ip the advantaiio of such prices as could

be im|iosetl by the hjvyini;- of a duly «>n foreign breadstutf^. That is, that our buyers of l)re.ad

shouiti lie coinptdled to ])ay hiijh {>rieeH or starve. [A>t us shut out these tl)reitrn produc;.-. and s^el

as much as we can. by ccui.sumini,' our own. and that is equiv;»',ent to sayimj that as a matter of

jiulilic policy it is riicht to t;ix Ihe very bread which the ])'Mir man eats, the coal he burns, and itio oil

lie consumes. ( Hear, hear.) I now ic\w you .an exti-aet from a return v,ddoli was not pub-

lished Io show what Ihe result of Iri.st yeai's In'rvest was

—

ilie lirst ijaod harvest we have ha<l for

some years, thouiih not ho pro<iuctivo a one asve expected to reaj*. For the nine mot»ti;s eixiina'

tho 'list of March wo imported alto'^ether ?ll,07l.4'»f> worth of the product s of the farm —that is of
<;raiii and tlour—and wo exjiorted diu'iuijf the same ])ciii«l 8l'0,S57.I'17 wottli, or vvvy noarly

$HI,(K)I),0()0 more than we importtvl. Now, sir, whr.f was thi.-- usofl for V Wo in'pf)ii<'d it as a mait^u-

of trade, and that trad<' ^ives om|>ioymcnt to our vessels and steamships. VV'o have live .distinct

linOH of .steamships sailins; from the jxirt of Montreal to the European ports, while the l;nite<l

States, with f'ortx ("i/.rhl nullions of peojdo, are able to maintain only one lino cousistint; of but

four slcauiships. ([leiu', bear, atid loud cbeers
; A Voice—" Would a duty stoji thai trade?")

1 hear a ^entlenuiri enquire if a duty wi>uld slo]) that trade. Ifiuloubtedly it would. Tlio placing

of a duty on i^ram and flour is much likou man who has made a road to iacilitstte travel lietwoen

the place whei'e l.'o lives and the town where he does his marketinj^. and then, forlear he should
>^et there loo easily, after the road is t^r.-^ded and levelle<l, he yoes to W(uK- and cuts three or four

<litehos across il. (lle:ir, hear.) The.-^e people are afrtdtl that our capitalists who establish tho

Ht»!aniship lines which take the prfKiuctsof tho Western .States through Oanada to the ocean,

should bo able to take thcgc proiluets, ns well m our own, too easily ; and thoy would have vu to


