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2 Address to the Churches.

maker of heaven and earth " and the terms " Dearly beloved

brethren "? Are we to understand that he is the universal father

and that every child of every generation can come to him with the

same filial reverence and say, " My Father, am not I thy child, an

heir of thy bounties?" Do you ask us to accept this doctrine of

Fatherhood and Brotherhood, this doctrine of equal heirship for all,

or are we to understand that herein is a serious mistake, that we are

not all equally the heirs to his gifts, but that the bounties of the

Creator were a special gift to one portion of humanity, to them and
their heirs, " to have and to hold forever?" Are we to regard it as

in accordance with equity, that one part of humanity may claim for

themselves the power to exclude us from these bounties, and to

demand from us an endless tribute for occuping the surface of the

planet, so that no matter how abundant may be our productions, we
must for ever surrender that abundance for the opportunity of getting

access to the common heritage furnished by the Creator ?

When the farmer produces food and the clothier produces

clothing, and they exchange, we can at once recognize tb'' equity and
justice of the transaction. In this transaction we see the fulfilment

of the Golden Rule, to do unto others as we would have others do
unto us. This is service for service, burden for burden, sacrifice for

sacrifice, enrichment for enrichment, and its equity is at once most
clearly apparent. There is no difficulty in seeing the justice of the

transaction that leaves both parties benefited by a mutual enrichment

and we can at once recognize the brotherhood in the injunction : "Bear
ye one another's burdens and thus fulfil the law of Christ

"

Nor is there any difficulty in understanding that when men
have raised crops, built houses, fabricated goods, when they have

changed scarcity into abundance, then they have established an
unquestionable right to claim abundance.

We ask you now to look at a marked contrast to these examples.

The growth of population on this continent is proceeding with very

great rapidity, especially in the cities, many of which double their

population every ten years. "With this increase of population there

must necessarily come relative scarcity of land. While, therefore,

industry is ever striving to produce abundance of commodities,

increased population is necessarily making land more scarce. Now
we would like to know by what principle of justice should we, who
beget the abundance, have to surrender that abundance and thus

have left for ourselves only scarcity, while speculators and other

holders of land, claim the abundance that we have produced because

land has become scarce ?

Is there not something monstrously unjust, awfully inequitable

in this arrangement ? With every increase in population, with every

public improvement, the land holder can claim from us more and
more. As the years go by his claim may increase ten fold, twenty


