
an elaborate argument, on the part of tlic British and Cunndian
Commissioner.s, in I'avor ol'a renewal oCllio but-Iately-so-niiiversally-

coii(l;Miiii('(l cjonimerciiil policy, uiiaeuoiiipanied by even a single

word from llie State Department to the elVeet tlnit an absolute

refutation of most of what was therein pr(!sented would be found
in a tlooument furnished to the Senate in January, 1871; and that

so eonelusivc had been regarded the l{e[)ort then maile that the

question had, as I believe, never even been brought bel'ore the

Congress by wliitdi the Washington Treaty had been negotiate(h

Marked "confidential," and thus prevented from apj)earance be-

fore the jniblic eye, this plausible argument was meant to remain
unanswered, and it may well be doubted if even a dozen copies

have ever been seen outside of the senatorial body. With much
difliculty, and after weeks of elYort, I myself succeeded in obtaining

one, to a single passage from which I shall, Mr. President, invite

your attention in another letter, with a view to enabling you to

form an idea of its gener.'d character, giving, however, in advance
a briel' statement of real facts derived from authorities tliat cannot

at all be questioned; meanwhile retnaining.

Very truly and respectfully yours,

IIENliY C. OaKEY.
November 18, 1874.

LETTEK SECOND.

Mr. Prksidkn^t :

—

The subject-matter of the jiassage above referred to is that of the

^mmunication of the Canadas with the outside world througliout

the many months when the St. Lawrence is closed by ice or fog,

or by both combined. For nearly thirty years past they have been
allowed tlie j)i-ivilege of free j)assage for men and things through
the territory of the Union, and to liow serious an extent their very

existence has been dependent upon continuance of that grant will

now be shown, as follows:

—

By the census of 1839, Upp_r Canada, now Ontario, was sliown

to have a population but slightly exceeding 400,000 souls. Six

years later Congress granted to it, and to its sister colonies, the free

right of way above referred to, and from that time forward—further

aided by reciprocity, so called, granted in 185-1—the growth of num-
bers was so rapid that in 1861 the population amounted to almost

1,400,000, or nearly three and a half times more than it had been
twenty-two years before.

With tlie slightest possible exception, from the date of the grant

above referred to, the British free-trade policy had been that of the^

American Union, and with such effect, as regarded immigration,


