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peaceful solution of international problems and in the accomplishment by
patient negotiation of a substantial measure of disarmament. In the meantime,
my advisers will ask your support to maintain, in cooperation with our allies
armed forces adequate to deter any potential aggression. .

My Government believes that the condition of international economic
affairs is such as to require major concerted efforts to encourage the expansion
of trade. It is accordingly very gratifying that all countries of the Common-
wealth have accepted the proposal of Canada that a Commonwealth Trade
and Economic Conference be held in September of this year in Montreal.

We look forward with pleasure to the visits to Canada this summer of the
President of the United States and the ‘President of the Federal Republic of
Germany. My Ministers welcome the opportunities which these visits will
afford for useful conversations.

My Government regrets to have to report that efforts to avert a strike
of firemen on the Canadian Pacific Railway were unsuccessful. It is however
encouraging to note that negotiations which my Ministers arranged between
the parties have succeeded in narrowing the issues in dispute to the point
where further direct discussions may yet resolve the question. My Government
continues to maintain a constant watch over developments in this sitfuation
and will be ready in the light of events to recommend such action as the
national interest demands and circumstances may require.

My Government will propose to you the enactment of a Bill of Rights to
safeguard the rights of all persons in Canada in respect of all subjects
within the jurisdiction of Parliament.

You will be asked to approve a number of measures and appropriations
to continue and extend the programme of my Government in sustaining
employment by the acceleration of useful public works and by encouraging
the development and processing of our natural resources.

You will be asked immediately to amend the Unemployment Insurance
Act in order to extend for a further six weeks, during the current year, the
period during which special seasonal benefits may be paid. Already the
amendments to this Act made in November last and those made to the
Unemployment Assistance Act have proven their value in mitigating the
difficulties of Canadians who are temporarily without jobs. Further amend-
ments to the Unemployment Insurance Act will be proposed at a later stage
in the session.

My Government will continue to promote a vigorous programme of house
building, which has already proven to be a strong feature of our economy and
which constitutes the best opportunity for increased work in meeting the
needs of our people. My Ministers are ready to cooperate fully under the
authority of the National Housing Act in further projects for slum clearance
and urban re-development to improve the cities and towns of Canada.

In order to ensure:the continuation of our national housing programme,
you will be asked at an early date to approve an increase in the public funds
made available under the National Housing Act.

You will be asked to make provision for zi substantial programme of
public investment to be carried out by Government departments and Crown
companies and to provide assistance to Provincial Governments for certain



