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ing and self-contained. Our surplus of whea.t
offers an outstanding exaxnple of how badly
we need -foreign trade. In view of world
conditions as I sec them to-day, I am frank
to say to honourable members of this Huse
that roy opinions are very much changed with
respect to taeiffs and arrangements of that
kind. I believe ýthat our fuiture is tied ujp witih
the British Empire, and, although Great
Britain has flot yet oome to that way of
thinking, that the future of Grea.t Britaiýn
is tied up with that of the Dominions. If it
were possible for us t-o secure protection
against the rest of the world and to obt>ain
free entry into Gereat Britain and the Domin-
ions, subject only teo such tariffs as might ha
necessary to maintain tihe different standards
of living, I ama free to say that 1 should ha
disposed to try free trade within tihe Empire.

I corne now Vo a subjeot upon which 4here
bas been some discussion in thia House. I
refer to the League of Nations. 1 quite
appreciate that what I am gomng Vo say will
flot be popular; that it may be resented,
criticized and objeoted te by men who know
very muoh more about t'he League of Nations
than I do. Nevert-heless, my observations,
and such confirmation as I was able Vo get
from. Continental and Brittish sources during
my short soj ourn abroad, have irnpressed upon
me once more the faot that the Versailles
Treaty, which tore up the maip of Europe
and placed the various races in untits by them-
selves, walled around by tariffs and other
harriers, lias given rise Vo racial ambitions
and racial hiatreds and distrusts that are
greater than have existed in Europe for fifty
years, and certainly greater than ever before
in the last twenty years. I met and talked
and lunched with no fewer than twenty.4lve
promînent men in France, Germnny and
Austria. Invarisibly I asked them. soe tinia
during the conversation whother I was iriglit
in believing that racial ambitions, haîtreds and
struggles were more ramnpant in Europe to-
day than they hiad been twenty years ago,
and invariably I received the answer 4that that
wa-s correct. As I sec it, Europe is rapidly
becoming an armed camp. There is more talk
about war in Europe to-day than there wes
in the early part cd 1914. In xny judgment
a European war is a certainty, and probably
it will ocour within five years.

When I refer to the League of Nations
and criticize its work I am flot overlooking
the many good things it hae dona. I am
not unmindful of the splendid work it did
with regard to narcotica, the white slave
traffic anid many other thjings. But, as bas
been said in this House, the League, prohably

quite unavoidably, has failed in its main
objetive--international peace. The brother-
hood of man, for which the League stands,
hus oertainWy made no progress in Europe
since the War. Our great Imperial statesmen,
Mr. MacDonald and Mr. Baldwin, whose
idealistie speeches quicken the blood of every
man who loves peace, are proving as imprac-
tical as they are idealistic.

I remember reading a speech mede by
Mr. Baldwin in bondon when I was there. He
said that Germany should be allowed. to arm
to the samne extent that France was ariued.
That sounds reasonable The Germans are
a great nation, and probably we should say
that that was just. But picture to yourself
the position of the Frenchman. I confess
that if I lived in France and were sure that
war was going to happen, 1 should want
France to go to war right away to clean up the
up the Germans wh.ile I was sure iA ould be
done. Sooner or later there wil be war be-
tween France and Germany; and you may
depend upmn it tihat; when Germany admits she
is as strong as France, she wilýl be stronger.
You are ail so familiar with the foundation
that Hitier is laying thait 1 need &ay nothing
about it, except that it is thorough and
extreme. You can read about it in the
papers.

When we find great nations like Germany
and Italy, already overpopulated, paying
bonuses for large families, are we too cynical
in saying that this is to provide cannon fodder
for the future?

We are a small nation-ten and a haif mil-
lion people-to be taking part in this Euro-
pean embroglio. We are far away from the
continent of Europe. With the certainty of
war before us, I want to caîl the attention of
this honourable House and of the country to
the opportunîty that we have at this time to
withdraw with honour from the League of
Nations-an opportunity which subsequent de-
velopments may not afford. I appreciate the
seriousness of the statement that I am about
to make to this honourable House, but I am
giving my eonsidered, definite opinion when.
I say that I cannot conceive of any develop-
ments whuich would justify this country in
saorificing the blood of one single Canadian
on the future baïttle-flelds of Europe.

Some Hon. SENATORS: Hear, hear.

Hon. Mr. McRAE: bat us look aheadl
We mustl We generally get into trouble by
not taking the long view. Let us act in such
a way that we can honourably decline to
participata when the hour arrives.


