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But if Sir Mackenzie Bowell could have set-
tled the question and dld flot do so, I cannot
bI'ime him very much, because so long as the
Frenrh shore difficulty lB flot settled, It wilI
Plways bc a serlous bar ta the entrance of
Newfoundland it confederation. I thlnk that
Ne.wfoundland ought ta be a part of canfeder-
ation. I arn prepared at any time ta meçt the
represeutatives of Newfoundland ln order ta
facilitate that end. But I would hesitate very
rauch, 'even if it were in my power ta complete
the transaction, ta, do sa unless this mast
Irritating question af the French shore were
lemoved tram the prababiflty of creatlflg mis-
chie! ln Canada.

It le a remarkable tact, and It will etrike

those wbo have read that speech as a re-
mnarkzable position for the premier ta take,
to, tell the House that the golden opportun-
lty was ioet owing ta a llttle penurioueness

on the part of the governrnent of the dity,

and theni, before the sound of his vole had

ccased ringing in the ears of hie hearere,
bie turns round and says :'I could not

blame Sir 'Mackenzie Bowell for not doing
that, because this French short difticulty
was unsettled.' It le another evIdence of

the inconslstency of tht bon. gentleman.
There le scarceiy a question within tht last

ten or fifteen years on wlch lie bas given
utterance to an opinion tbat lie bas flot

subsequently, flot so rapidly, 1 admît as ln

this case, expressed views of a contrary
character. Tht hon. Secretary of State will

rernember that when I made the explana-

tion ln thîs House as to tht causes of the

falinre to bring about tht entrance of that
colony into Canada he approved highiy of
the position then taken by the goveranent.
We had offered tbern better terme than bad

been gîven to Britishi Columbia. We offered

thern better terme thnn had been given to
Prince Edward Island. We off ered them
hetter terme than had been given to Mant-

toba and the North-west, or any of the
other provinces, but after they got that far

they demanded we should assume the re-
sponsibilîty of a delit of theirs of some $5,-
0100,000 lu addition. I amn speaking now for
nayself, 1 was willing to grant aIl that we
offered them, notwitbstandlng the dlfficulty
that presented Itsef on the French shore

question, providing we conld bring them
into confederation, and for tht reason that

I believe that the power and Influence of
the goverumeat of the Dominion would be
s0 nmucli greater, we could bring s0 much
greater pressure to bear upon the British
governmeflt, that we could bring about a
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settiement o! the French shore question,
which Newfoundland as a emaîl colony

couid flot do. But that was our position
at tht time. 1 will go further. I notice
that Mr. Bond, now Sir Robert Bond, stated
lu an Interview ln Ottawa a short trne ago

that he believed If Sir John Thompeon had
been at the bead of the government the
union would have taken place. It would
not be at ail. flattering to the -bon. premier
of Newfoundland If he knew tht opinion
of Sir John Thompeon, of the unpatriotic

course which he pnrsued wben we met hlm.
li Halifax upon a previous occasion. Sit
John Thompson, Mr. Chaplean, tht tben Se-
cretary of State and myseîf had an interview
'with tht gentleman and some othiers fromi
Newfoundiand upon tht trade between
the two colonies anid tht probabiiities and
feasibility o! a union of Newfouud-
land with Canada, and we found that lie
bad no syrnpatby with tht latter feeling.
When he came to Ottawa wvithi the
gentlemen who accompanled hlm I wvas

forewarned. I hiave neyer stated this
before, but as the prime minister bas called
attention to It I besitate not niow to, make
public what probably should have beta
made public before, I was forewarned froin
Newfoundland, that he had no sympa thy
wlth confederation and that his feelings
were againet It, and that he only came up
for a certain purpose, ln order to make
polltical capital la his own colony, and It
was wlth tht greatest difficulty possible
we could get hlm to propound any echerne
or theory or makeé any proposition, and after
discueelng for dnys and days we found It
was utterly Impossible to corne to any
arrangement wlth hlm, and I prophesy that
just as long as Sir Robert Bond le at tht
hiead o! affairs lu Newfoundland, whether
the French short question les ettled or not,
you wlll neyer have confédération If hie can
prevent It. It was only last June that the
leader of tht opposite party, Mr. Morlne,
was ln Montreal, and ln an Interview gave
utterance to tht conclusion whicb we
had corne to years and years ago. What
did lie eay ? Ht eaid 'Sir Robert ls not
credited wlth belng a federationlet, tîther

with tht Dominion or tht empire. In Mont-
real quite recently the premier of New-
foundland made some rernarks which show

bie stili hopes that a fishery agreement by


