
January 20,1994 107COMMONS DEBATES

Oral Questions

Seriously, Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of 
Transport. It relates to the compensation issue in the Pearson 
airport contract cancellation.

The minister will know that there was a finding that the 
contract was unconscionable in that the contract was signed in 
the middle of an election campaign after the leader of the 
opposition, now the Prime Minister, warned the proponents that 
the contract may in fact be cancelled.

CRUISE MISSILE TESTING

Mr. Svend J. Robinson (Burnaby—Kingsway): Mr. Speak
er, my question is for the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister 
has spoken about the importance of keeping the promises made 
by the Liberals in opposition.

My question concerns a promise that was made particularly 
by the member for Winnipeg South Centre that the Liberal Party 
would recognize that the cold war is over and would oppose the 
testing of cruise missiles in Canada. Will the minister agree that in light of those findings that 

there ought to be no compensation paid to the other side and at 
the very least, will the minister ensure that they will not be 
compensated for lost profits and that there will be no compensa
tion for lobbyist fees? Also, will he undertake to introduce a bill 
in this House to cancel the contract if it cannot be cancelled on 
terms in accordance with the public interest?

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of Transport): Mr. Speaker, 
the cancellation of the Pearson airport deal was taken on the 
basis of advice from Mr. Nixon. I am sure the hon. member has 
read that report with great interest as many of us have.

The parameters set out in the report indicated clearly that 
compensation would be very limited and with the competent 
negotiator that has been appointed, I have every confidence that 
the interest of the taxpayers of Canada will be respected. In the 
event that a satisfactory arrangement cannot be arrived at 
legislation of course will be introduced.

I want to ask the Prime Minister if he will keep that promise 
that was made to Canadians and cancel the testing of cruise 
missiles or at the very least, will he honour the request that was 
made by the member for Winnipeg South Centre on February 15 
of last year when he called for full parliamentary hearings on 
this issue to allows northerners, natives and peace groups an 
opportunity to be heard fully, not just politicians in a parliamen
tary debate, on this issue of fundamental importance to all 
Canadians?

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker, 
we want to have a debate here in this House on this subject very 
soon. There will be an announcement made later today or 
tomorrow about it. We want to review that policy as we said, but 
we want to have the input of everyone.

We will have a debate in the House of Commons. We intend to 
put the question of policies on national defence for debate and 
we will have a short debate on the decision to be made. There 
was a commitment made last August or September, but we want 
to review that situation. There will be a full debate in this House 
of Commons. I am sure the members of the committees will 
want to receive the views of other groups which would like to 
make representations before the final decision is made.

PRESENCE IN THE GALLERY

The Speaker: I draw the attention of hon. members to the 
presence in the gallery of the Hon. Chuck Furey, Minister for 
Industry, Trade, and Technology for the province of Newfound
land and Labrador.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.
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Mr. John Nunziata (York South—Weston): Mr. Speaker, 

can you hear me okay? [Translation]

The Speaker: I also wish to point out the presence in the 
gallery of the Hon. Gérald Tremblay, Minister of Industry, 
Commerce, Science and Technology in the province of Quebec.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

[English]

The Speaker: We can hear you no matter where you are.

Mr. Nunziata: Mr. Speaker, it took me 10 years to get to the 
front brench. The only drawback is I am a step away from the 
door.

The Speaker: Perhaps the hon. member would like to put a 
question today. The Speaker: My colleagues, before we proceed with other 

business of the House, we have been asked to pay tribute to one 
of our former members of Parliament and one of the officers of 
the chair, Mr. Steve Paproski.

Mr. Nunziata: Thank you. Actually I would like to put a lot of 
questions, and there is this bar in my way.


