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The Budget-Mr. Nicholson

The fact that the people, an aur farms in
ail parts af Canada have bean obliged ta seil
their products at such low prices and have had
ta pay high prices for farm machinary and
other manufactured, goads bas bean largely
responsible for the smai1 sînaunts mîade avail-
able for bousing.

In the November, 1943, issue of the
Econornic Annalist, published by the Minister
of Agriculture (Mr. Gardiner), there is an in-
teresting report of a survay made in several
parts of Saskatchewan; in the prairie ares,
where we have our gond farmn lands; in the
park area, whare we have gond lands too but
where a good deal mare work was involvad in
clearirg the land; and in the pioneer areas,
wherc the bernes of the last war were obliged
ta eke out a living. Ia this survey the hauses
wcrc classificd as "'poar". "fair" and "gond".
In deciding whether a bouse would go into
these diffcrent categories, the enumarators
notad poor foundations, faulty roofs, Jack of
paint, windows missing, et cetera. In the
best arca in Saskatchewan only 6-1 per cent
of the bouses were classified as gond, saventy
par cent as fair, and twenty-tbree per cent as
poar. In the park area, 9-6 par cent ware
classificd as gond, fifty-eight par cent as fair,
and thirty-one per cent as poor. In the pineer
area, only 3-7 per cent werc gond, thirty-nine
per cent were fair and fifty-six per cent wera
poor. In one of thiesa areas-tha pioncer ara
-the average value of the poor houses is
given as S207. I arn amused, when mambars
of the Progressive Conseýrvative party outline
ambitions programmes of bousing, ta recal]
the attempts whicb were made under the pre-
mîaership of Viscaunt Bannett, whaa hae ws
bere, ta ra-house aur farm people. We bad
in Canada in thasa days plenty of carpanters,
lumber and paint. The oaly thing which
seemed ta be lacking was gold. Bacause we
wvere short of money the farmers were not
able ta acquire lumber. The average value
of the poor bouse in the pioneer area of
Saskatcbewan was, as I have said, $207. Tha
fair bouse wvas valuad at $524.

Mr. HOMUTH: Wby pick out Bennett?
Wbat about the governmant in power from
1935 ta 1939; what did tbay do about it?

Mr. NICHOLSON: As I explaiaed an a
previaus occasion, the new administration from
1935 ta 1939 were more ganerous.

Mr. HOMUTH: You trsdad a horse for a
rabbit.

Mr. NICHOLSON: The bouses built during
the Bennett regima in nortbera Saskatchewan
were on a $50 unit basis. Engineers and arebi-
tacts ware eagaged ta dTsw up bluepriats ta
axplain baw a $50 bouse could ba constructed,

[Mr. Nicholson.]

wbere tbe windows sbould ha; and yau ware
required from tbis $50 ta pay for the lumber,
the nails, the windows, tbe roofing and tbe
floors--everytbing for $50. But the naw ad-
ministration ia 1935 incraasad tbe amount, fr-om
$50 ta $75.

Mr. HOMUTH: Tbey suppliad the nails.

Mr. NICHOLSON: You can build a mucb
battar bouse for $75 than for $5, but it is still
a $75 house. Tbe nation wbich this yesr is
gaing ta spend vary large sums of monay did
flot seem abla ta visualize a more ambitiaus
programma for carpantars and other men in
the building trade, wbo bad committcd no
crime, who wera the victims of unempînymant.
It was the men in the building trada whio were
bit the hardcst. I bava in mind three ex-
sarvicamen off the' last war rwbn wc're carpenters
in Regina, wbo cama nortb ta my constituency,
and ware sssistad by the administration of the
day--$100 aach from the faderai gnvernment,
the provincial gnvernmant and the city admin-
istration-to build fifty-dollar bouses. These
tbrae men ara flgbting to-day for tha second
time in their lifetima and their sons ara
serving with thiem. Some pcopld argued a few
years ago tbat thesa men ware lazy and gond
for notbing, but thay damonstrated baforeand
are demonstrating again tbat they ara made
of the very best stuif.

Mr. IIOMUTH: Who said tbicy wara lazy?

Mr. NICHOLSON: We bieard it in the
bouse.

Mr. HOMUTH: The anly member who ever
said that the unemployad wera lazy was the
liou. mambar for Wellington Nortb.

Mr. NICHOLSON: Apparantly it was the
policy of batb administrations ta kaep the
people ground down, living in these log shacks,
without floors or adequata windows, for tbcy
hsd no otber way of gatting the wbarewiths!
ta build a bouse. Althaugb tbey cauld gat
lumbar at $5 a thousand eut from tracs on
thair awn farms, tbey could not get from tbe
administration $5 a tboussnd ta eut lumbar to,
put partitions in tbair bouses.

Tharefora, it is ancouraging ta find that
soma recognition bas beau made of the daplor-
able conditions on tbe farmas in Canada. Ia
this cannaction I nota some cammants regard-
ing tbe casa for farm. alectrification:

The report of the Manitoba electrifieatiýoi
inquiry commission lias made -the most sîib-tanl-
tial contribution to undcrstanding of the' stibjcct
and ta the matarial nccdcd for formulation of
policy, in racent times. Its considercd judgmcnt
is that alactricity an the farm bas profouiffd anti
far-reaching affects upon the social as wcll as
upon the econonlia aspects of fairming. It
raduicas drudgery tîpon the faai as it lias doue


