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taxation, how% mucb the bill was which hie was
presenting -to the people of Canada. This is
what -lhe says in his budget speech, at page
3223 of Hansard:

After xnaking allowance for this estimated
reduction of $14,000,000-

That is wbat hie spoke of a moment ago:
-ordinary expenditures will be approximately
$68,000,000 in excess of revenues estimated on
present rates and yield. Accordingly it is
proposed to recommend measures which will, it
is anticipated, produce at least $70,000,000 on
the basis of present business conditions, leaving
a surplus of $2,ffl,000.

I leave it te thc judgmetnt of the bouse and
the country which. is correct, mry hion. fniend
or the Montreal Gazette and myseif in saying
th-at my hion. f riend is presenting a bill for
$70,000,000.

Mr. RHIODES: And one of the measures
proposed wa.s a saving of $14,000,000. That
is the answer.

Mr. RAI.STON: Oh, no. You say in yo'ur
budget speech, "after making allo>wance" for
that.

Mr. DENIS (Translation): Mr. Chairman,
as representative of the thickly populated
riding of St. Deni7, I wishi, on behaîf of
my constituents, to protest against the two
cents sugar tax. By levying this impost the
government bas once more given proof that
it bas greater consideration for the wealthy
than for the puer. The time is ill chosen
to levy such a tax wlien there are 1,300,000
unemployed in this country, wbo find it im-
possible to earn a Iivelihood or obtain
sufficient fuel to keep themselves warm during
the cold winter season.

The bon. Minister of Finance (Mr. Rhodes)
replied to the bion. member for Sheibourne-
Yarmouth (Mr. Raîston) that the gevernment
had levied this tax te meet the extravagant
expenditure of the late regime. To illustrate
bis peint, be mentioned the construction of
the Montreal harbeur bridge. It weuld have
heen more te the point bad lie alluded te tbe
S2,000,000 tbat the gevernment expended te
cumplcte the Welland canal, and this witheut
authorization, unless it be tînt of the Min-
ister of Railways and Canals.

I tliink that under the circumstances, the
hion. minister should bave soughit eleswbvere
the funds neeessary te balance the deficits of
the present administration. The tax on
numerous articles ef luxury couId bave heen
increased without unnecessarily hurdening the
poorer classes of ratepax'ers. I therefore wish
te strungly pretest against sucb taxatien he-

[Mr. Ralston.]

cause it affects the unemployed wbo cannot
afford at present to pay 2 cents more on the
sugar they need. Those wbo stili posscss
wealth could well afford a tax increase on
articles of luxury sncb, for instance, as
diamonds, jewels of ail kinds, pianos, expensive
furniture and chocoînates. The tax could bave
been increased on numerous manufactured
product2 such as acroplanes and automobiles
witbout ever affecting the consumer or the
unemployed. I thought that in view of the
many protests coming fromn ahl parts of the
country, especially fromn the humble, the smaîl
wage earners and unemployed, the government
would have acquiesced in the view of these
peuple and dropped this tax. Sucli an act
wvould have gained for themn new followers;
and they need them, hecause the government
bave given proof te-day that their policy is
te destroy rather tban construet.

Mr. MALCOLM: I had flot intended te,
inake any further observations concerning
the two cent tax on sugar, but I cannot let
the ýrennrks of the Minister of F-inance in
reply o, -the hion. member for Shedburne-
Yarmeuth go without a word in reply. Un-
deýuhtedly the minister deserves the sympalhy
of the people of Canada. He states bie is a
victim of a set of world conditions; hie is aIse
the victini of a mistaken policy. The minister
said that we did net help the taxpayer by
saying tlie government was extravagant. I
say te the minister we are net telling the
public that the governîment is extravagant;
we are telling the gevernment. By mnaking
such demands on the gevernment te reduce
their budget we are .trying te belp the 'tax-
payer. Any references from this side of the
bouse te the extravagance of the presenit ad-
minist-ration are made fur one delinite pur-
puse, namely te have the government rea.lize
that ini this time of stress, whether it ho due
to wurl(1 conditions or te mistaken policy,
the govern.ment lias exactly the same ebliga-
tins as those whicha rest u-pun every business
in Canada, namnely te trim its sails accerding
tu the wvind it is facing. The gevernment
cannet ride the gale with the amouint of
canvas they are carrying, they will flounder in
the treugli in the sea and ho lest.

I knew thc Minister of Finance would net
dare te say, nor would any huon. memnber in
the lbouse, that the cest of the administratien
of any government in Canada, wbether it be
municipal, previncial or federal, bas been
reduced te one-quarter the extent that costa
in priva:te business have been reduced. There
is nuthing cumparable in the histery of this
dominion te the reductions in overhcad costs


