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port, and the Minister of Rallways brought
lu an amendmeut whichl strengtbened Lt to
Borne extent, providing that there sbould be
more efficient service to escape the inter-
change clause. Tijat amendment was accept-
ed, flot only by the Bell Telephone Company,
but also by the municipalitles. In the face
of this decision we are told that we should
go further wlth the amendmeut to-night and
take cognizance of the socialistie flap-doodle
of the hon. member for South York (Mr.
Maclean). The House bas been stampeded
far enough by sucb talk as this. The amend-
ment proposed by the governrnent to-nigbt,
as I understand Lt, practically leaves Lt lu
tbe bands of the Board of Railway Com-
missioners to say whether or flot connec-
tion shahl be rnade. I arn prepared to leave
this matter to the judgrnent of the Railway
Cornmissioners, but I want to point out
that should the. board place a broad con-
struction upon the declaration of this par-
liament it would ruin every responsible tele-
phone lu this country. We are not in-
terested lu the Bell Telephone Cornpany,
but we bave our own telephone companies
ln the province of British Columibia. We
bave a cornpany there whicb at a very large
expense connected ail tbe small towns lu
the interior of the province of British Colum-
bla by means of truuk Iines, which bave
been built to a large extent over the moun-
tains. We bave Rossland, Nelson, Trail,
Grand Forks, Greenwood, Pboenix and Mid-
way connected by a trunk systern, and the
success of that telephone system depeuds
not upon the local service It gives to the
particular towns, -but by reason of the fact
that you eau sit iu your office in any one
of these towns and get counection with ail
the others.

Mr. GALLIHELI. And Spokane as well.

Mr. DUNCAN ROSS. And with Spokane
and the Arnerican cities. What would bap-
peu if the Board of Railway Commissioners
placed a very broad interpretation upon the
declaration of tbis parliarnt ? If that
were doue by the board, mushroom local
companles would be established iu aiI tbese
places--

Mr. BERGERON. Small companies.
Mr. DUJNCAN ROSS. Small companîes.

These woul*I say to the Board of Railway
Commissioners : You must connect us with
the trunk hune that makes tbe other tele-
phone systern a success'; and, lu order to
protect tbernselves, the other corupanies
would be forced to abandon their trunk

Oystern. Nothing else would be left to be
doue because lt is not reasonable to suppose
that if a telephone company were estab-
lLehed iu rny own town of Greeuwood lu
competition witb the Vernon & Nelson Tele-
phone Cornpany, the latter company would
for a minute maintain ut an enormous ex-
pense, a trunk line -ovgr tbe mountains to
Nelson ln order, to facilitate the business

of a rival cornpany. They are to-day rua-
niag the trunk hune ut a loss and Lt: ls only
on the working of their entire system that
they are rnaking a profit.

Mr. SPROULE. Are they running IIt at
a loss because tbere is -not euough business
over the trunk lune ?

Mr. DUJNCAN BOISS. Tbey are runnlng
it ut a loss, if you take luto uccount the
enormous capital Luvested in their trunk
hune. But when you take the systern as a
whole, and include the business of theLr
local systems la the towus, tbey are running
it ut a profit. The business I repeat, Is run
ut a loss over the trunk hune.

Mr. SPROULE. Iu view of the fact that
their local systems belug connected with the
trunk line makes Lt a succeas, then if you
increase the number of these local systems
would Lt not be a greater success.

Mr. DUNCAN ROSS. I am prepared to
admit that If you increased the number of
your local exchang-es they would be feeders
to the trunk system, provLded always they
are your own exchianges. But when you
have a compauy with an Lnvestment of
$1,000 or $5,000 establishiug a local systema
la auy of these towns, then If you allow that
srnall company to get the full benefit of an
iuvestrnent of $250,000 in a trunk line, the
only protection the trunk lune company could
possibly have would be to abandon their
trunk lune.

Mr. *sPROULE. If they are getting full
pay for that service wby should they
abandon t?

Mr. W. F. MÂ.CLEAN. The board wll
regulate the touls.

Mr. DUNCAN ROSS. The hon. member
for Grey (Mr. Sproule) spealcs of getting
full puy for the service, but let me poLnt
out this auomaly to hlm. To-day we eau
speak between Greenwood and Nelson, a
distance of one hundred miles, for fifty cents
for the first minute, and I venture to say
that considerlng tbe rnoney invested they
eaunot carry tbat message over their lune
for $1.50. Do you suppose that uny Board
of Ralway Commissiouers if they gave tbis
connection, would order that the toil sbould
be $1.50 for a rninute's conversation, for
wlich the Nelson telephone people only
charge their own customers fifty cents ? The
Vernon-Nelson Tel ' phone Company Is able
to do that because their truuk hu-e Is an ad-
junct of the local systems whlch are con-
nected with Lt. I would venture the sug-
gestion, although I do not know as an -actual
fuet, that probably the Bel' l Telephone Comn-
pany, and any other telephone compauy, Is
sendiug messages over their truuk system
ut a loss and are recouping themselves out
of the revenue from the fat sections where
they do a good business. The proposition
of the hon. member for South York Is sLnf-
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