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ged: tere is, beyond Lake St. John, immense territories
now belonging -to the 'F'deral Government; there ar
smmene tracta&of tnocdopied lands containing minerais i
considerable quantities, and products of all kinde. It i
knowa that InzIand bas ceded to us the immense territorie
of tbrador, wbein stretch out to the eastern extremity o
the ontinent. To-day. therefore, we possess a vast territory
to the e.ast of Confederation. As in 1872 we possessed
territory to tihe west, in the North-West, 80 now we possese
a territory to the east, in the north-east. The reat-ons that
indauod the country to build a railway in the North-Wesi
waI that we had there a territory to open to colonization,
to trade, to industry. Well, if that reason was good, in
order to induce the country to vote millions upon millions
for the construction of a railway to reach the North-West
and British Columbia, to-day the iame reason offers itsell
with regard to the scheme now before theI House; the
name of the Company is soon to be changed, it is no longer
a local ýrad, it will be caled the 1 Quebec, Labrador and
Hudson's Bay Railway." As can be seen, the reason alleged
by the hon. Minister of Public Works no longer exist,-
and naturally the hon. Minister expres-ed his opinion as a
Minister should always do-for he cannot disclose the
secrets of his Government, But we have seen that the
obstacle was, that this question was a local one, and that it
shoald be referred to the Local Government. Now this
obstecle has entirely disappeared, the construction of the
railway to Lake St. John, or rather from Quebec to the
territories that Canada possesses to the east and north of
Lake St. John, becomes a necessity in order to rench this
territory, and I draw the particular attention of the hon.
Minister of Publie Works and 1the Government to this point.
1t je no longer a local question, it is a Federal question, and
this part of the country has a right to receive its share of
the subsidies, in order to secure the development of its
resources, as the North-West and BritishC olumbia have
the right to have millions voted in order to open up these
lands to colonization. The only objection that can be raised
i8 that Labrador is uninhabited, or nearly so; yet, by
referring to the census, it will be found that there is already
a nucleus of population there that will increase as soon as
it is belped and protected. That is the new argument that
I bad to bring as my contribution to the important undur-
taking that would develop a great part of the country, and
would put the Dominion in a position to have on
all sides, from east to west, important communica-
tions with the territory that bas just been ceded
to Canada. I do not see why we should abandon that
territory tha.t bas just been given to us; I do not see why
we should not find, one of these days, an appropriation of
several hundred thousand dollars, five or six hundred thou-
uand dollars, in favor of the construction of the Quebec, La-
brador and Hudson's Bay Railway. That is the argument
that I bring in favor of the cause I am supporting in this
House, and I trust that the Goçernment will pay it their
mOst erious attention.

Mr. VALIN. Mr. Speaker, I thiuk that the Government
sbould take under their most serious cousideration the con.
straation of a railway to Lake St. John. I am a little
interested in this question. I am one of those who sub-
scribed something in the first place to start this road. All
the inhabitants of the city of Quebec, particularly, are
interested in this great undertaking, without distinction of
natioruity. We can stay, Sir, that the principal abare-
bolders at the present time, are persons who are not of our
uatonality; they are not all French-Oanadian. We flnd
stimg them Scotch, English and othera, who undcestand
tio.eat neessity of having this railway in the interests
of osioOniation. isg so mach so that, to-day, the city of
Qaèehea is languisbing; Quebec wants an outlet, its-com-
me. i goge, and, the in a ritante of Lake St. John feel
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, badly the want of direct communication with Quebec. They
e bave plentiful harvests, great quantities of wheat and other
n produce, but it is impossible to sell them. There are, if you
s will, merchants in the different parishes of [Lake St. John,
s but these merchants, Sir, are regular speculators; that is
f wbat keeps the settlers from progres-ing. The settler is
F obliged to sell their wheat at a sacri1fic, and to pay exor-
1 bitant prices for all that h. buys. I a4hall mention a fact
s that was related to me lately. A fariner of one or the

parishes of Lako St. John told me this: " I am obliged,"
t he said, "lat the present time, to sell my wheat at a acritioe
, for about fifty.cents, and t am oblbged to purchase syrup;
i for instance, if it is good, I wîll pay 8 1.20 per galln, if it is

snot so good 1 will get it at 81.00." Weil, the
merchants profit by the wants of the settier, give

f him almost noth!ng for his produce, and that koeps the
settler peor. This shows the absolute nece-sity of helping

r the settler, and that was what the merchants of Quebec
were convinced of when they started the road. Mr. Speaker,
two years ago i was called ipon to form part of a deputa-

. tien, or ruther excursion, in which took part the hon.
Ministr of iRailways the hon. Prime Miniter and a great
many others, and then it was understood thut this roai was
a necessity, and that later it would have te bu helped,
Well, since we have been so generous toward, th great
Pacific Railway, 1 do not mee why the Governniuut shouid
net make a slight effort to aid the Lake St. Johnj Rlailway,
because we can say that it is the Manitoba of Canada.
There is, however, a difference and that is that under thu
present as well 8s the previous Govamnrnent, our settlers
cost us nothing, wè do net have to pay to bring ihem from
Europe, our eettlers go of themselves; they have energy,
they open up their lands without a>king aanything f-om
anybody, either from the Government or aiybody cie.
The whole has been accomplihed, as the hon. member for
Chicoutimi remarked, at the expenise of the home of each
one of the settlurs; that is to eay, that parents give
as much as they eau to begin with, to these settlers, aid
that public charity bas taken some part in the work. The
zeat of the Roman Catholic clergy has also largely con-
tributed towards this colonization. Well, Sir, I think that
we now have the means of holping the Lake St. John
IRailway, and that we should help it without further delay,
because I see no necessity for delay; by delaying the work
we would deprive also the Governmernt from considerable
revenue that would accrue from it. Sir, the Lake St. John
people are almost without communication in winter. In
summer there is navigation, but as soon as navigation
closes these people are shut up, and they fall into the bands
of speculators who prevent the development of coloniza-
tion.

Motion agreed to.

CARRYING OF THE Nf AILA PROM QUEBEC TO LAK E
'.ST. JOHN.

Mr. CIMON, in moving for copies of ail correspondence
since 1875, and of all documents concerning the carrying of
the mails by the land route between Quebec and Lake St.
John, said: My aim iin making this motion is to have a
peremptory answer to offer to those who accuse me, in my
connty, of beingopposed to the carrying of mails by land
from Quebec to Lake St. John. I am happy to see the
Minister of Public Works in his place, as he always is, for
that matter; be will be able to say how Olten I bave
fatigned him; bow often I bave haraseed him with this
question; and how often, I bave begged of the Govenrent
to grant me that the mail should be carried from Quebec
to Lake St. John by the new road. With ail the correspon-
dence which will be laid before the lionse, I shah have an
anver to those who have accused me of being hostile to
this route.
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