
influenced) by french culture or opportunities;

* Produce an environmental disaster agreement between Canada and St. Pierre and
Miquelon.

* Coordinate an international conference to initiate a joint examination of the
coastal resource inventory;

* Establish a clearing house/referral system to allow for the exchange of
environmental information and technology.

Rationale
This review of Canada's policy options takes place against a backdrop of the

worst marine environmental demise in Canadian history- the collapse of the cod stocks.
Both Newfoundland and St. Pierre and Miquelon have recently undergone significant
economic change as'a resuit. The moratorium has caused botb Islands to examine new
economic opportunities. It is hoped that both parties build on an already welI established
cultural and historie foundation.

The long informai association between Canada's Atlantic region, and the French
Islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon has been based on similar socio-economic and
linguistic ties. In the past, relations have been complicated by competing economiîc
interests. In an effort to resolve this contention, the Government of Canada and the
Government of the Republic of France negotiated an understanding for issues relating to
fisheries matters. Resolved to build on the existing informai relationships between the
Atlantic neighbors, Canadian and French authorities collaborated on the creation of a
regional cooperation accord. This agreement focused on building closer cultural,
economic and scientiflo tics between Canada's Atlantic Provinces and the French
collectivity of St. Pierre and Miquelon.
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