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and to a few friends who have given them 
assistance from time -to time. For far too 
long, far too much has rested On theshoulders 
of far too few. Mr. Fogo,  I  knOw, will.bethe 
first to tell you that the NationalLiberal 
Federation is wholly inadequate•to copewith 
what is.expected of it...As the Party's future 
is dependent in so great measure on.its or-
ganization, I feel that:the:actual position 
should be known to:the Party, and its Members 
be given an opportunity, before':it is tOo 
lati, to make ehe necessary provision for this 
important branch of ità.work- 

301H EAR IN ' LE ADERÉnIP 

Now.a word as . to  the Party leadership:As 
_you wilUrecall,-I.was chosen Leader of bur 
'Party at the Convention . held inthis C ity, in 
: August 1919, and have enjoyed:this position 
„ever.since. ShouId'I-be.spared,:and continue 
to.command the confidence:ofmy.fellow-Lib-
erals, to.a.corresponding.date  in. the  present 
year, I.will then.have:entered upon my:33th 
year in the leadership bf .  the  Party. .  For very 

•Obvious reasons, I have. for.some time past 
beenasking mysell,if•the time had:noe arrived 
Whenthe Party-should be.afforded.an .opportun-
ity of choosing a new leader. • 

. :As you.well know, I have not concealed my 
desire to be allowed to retire from active 
politics,justaS - soon as the PertY's interests 
and the country's,would seem to.justify.that 
step, 

You will recall thatafter-the.first Great 
War, , Sir. Robert Borden, who had.been:Prime 
Minister throughout : ehe.years.of:war,.and"Sir,  
Wilfrid Laurier:who had:led the Opposition in 
thoseyears, both. felt.that:ehey . should ask 
their followers to relievethem of . continuing 
to. Carry the responsibilities and:duties..of 
leadership - of.their respective . Parties4hough 
not:stated at the time„this:was'one oUthe 
objects:Which Sir Wilfridlad-in view wheni_n 
1918, he issued the . call.for , a convention..in 
the following year. On . more.than - one . lbécasion, 
he so stated this intention-tomyself and 
others. UnhappiIy,.Sir:WilfrijIs:life'came to 
its•close before the.Convention: over whiCh he 
had hoped to preside,.assembled. 

'Sir Robert Borden,.:whose-years in office 
and.  in 5  the leadership of his Party,:had been, 
much fewer than those-of:Sir:Wilfrid, - felt.it 
necessary:to resign.both as . leaderor his 
Party, and as Prime-Minister,-withih-less than 
two years of the•Armistice which:terminated 
hostilities. 

second-World - War:lasted . two years-long-
er, and.was on a scale much vaster,. than the 
first World - War..Had the:war against Germany 
and'the,:war against Japan-beenrbropet to a 
close.before the . datefbrthe . genereelections 
of 1945 had.been'fixed, and:had:time perMitted 
the Choice of a new leader for that campaign, 

would not have hesitated to havetold,the 
Party at that time, that, my years of life.and 
of office being'What they:thenwereig feltnY 
task.had been completed, andthat-inthe . lh-
terests of all concerned-the responsibilities  

of Party . leadership should be entrusted to 
another,•Well, it is.now over two and:a half 
yeamsince the-last general elections. Shohld 
I be.spared to.lead the-Party for.another six 
months, three years will have elapsed since 
the:end of the second•Woild-War. 
. - :Knowing soMething-of whatthe:six years of 
war,and•ehe years - of pncertainty . immediately 
preceding,:hacUinvolved.of , stress'and - strain, 
and : knowing as wellthe demands political 
campaigns makenn  one 's  energies"andstrength,‘ 
rstated - arthe cOmmencementof - the.last geh-1 
eral'election,-and-repeated:at - different - timps 
in the course-of the campaign, that,..come what 
may,  , the • general è lec ti on . o f 1945' would be • the I 
last general.election in:which I-would lead! 
the-Party. 

SOUGHT 'TO  BE 'ÉRANK 

S I have, as you know,-forthe same reason, 
made similar statements . from time to  tire, 
both to. our own Party organizations, : an : . in 
pubiic..I . should.not , like now:to be accused of 
never-having-Meant-what I said: to have said 
whatl said.for what might be termed party 
politiçai - reasons.:These.are:not the kind of 
tactics, I had ever resorted.to .inthe course 
of my.public life; no.are.they.the means-by 
which.I have come to enjoy the trust which  the  
Party still.holds in.me as its Leader. I-have 
sought to be perfectly frank in.what I have 
had,to'say to the party and to the public. I 
have;also.tried, at.all.times,tolook.ahead. 

The  onething:which.1 would dislike more 
than anything else,.after  the  years•I have.had 
of Party leadership.and of office, is ehat I 
could.ever by - accused.ofhaving.held on to the 
liosition of leadership.towhat might be termed 
"the . last moment", . and :then,- whatever the 
circumstances•might be; :to:have:it said ehat 
I.had "let the Party:down", so to sPeak . , be-
cause of not having let the Party know', suf-
ficiently in advance, of.any fears I night 
have entertained of finding myself.unequal to 
the=tasks of leadership.in:a.nationwide polit-; 

-ical campaign. • 
.I . need-scarcely . say thatmytlecision to - askl 

for the calling of a convention - for the pur-, 
poses I.have mentioned is,not arecent - deci-
sion, - suddenly reached . in  the lit of any.new 
situatibnwhich has arisen either:in  Canada or 

 in.any part of:the:world. Much.less is it a 
decision based on any:change -Of:attitude 
toward :  myself on the part of my colleagues in 
the gOvernment, the-Liberal:members of the.'two 
Houses,of Parliament, or the Party throughout 
the country. It i$ true,-I.believe; that'while 

have very . great reason to-congratulate my .- 
self.imorrhavinghad the , unbroken support and 
confidence:of all•these constituent elements 
of-the Party, ever . since I was chosengeader 
in 1919,' I have:never.enjoyed that confidence 
in - fullerneasure than I - do today.'This is-a 
rewarà.of years-of•public . servicewhichnothing 
elpe. Can eqpal.. . 	. 

I musticonfess that, over the two and a 
half years since-the'last general elections, I 
have  continued to enjoy'powers of endurance  

which,;at many times in the past, I had not 
felt I . had a right to expect."That I enjoy the 
measure of health I have at the-moment is, - I 
recognize, due 'in no small_ measure to the con-
sideration shown my years bY my colleagues in 
the Cabinet, and by my fellow:Members,in Parl-
iament, and  I think, I Should add, by - the 
Canadian  public. :This,  however,"isa considera-
tion which,  in the  Party'ainteresta'and in 
the public.interest, I have no rightto expect 
to have.shown•indefinitely. At the end of the 
last .session of Parliament I saw only too 
clearly that I Should not continue to delay in 
the•calling of.a convention, and so informed 
my-colleagpes in the Cabinet. 

Thelife of.a Parliament is five yeatt. 
Assuming that a general-election were:not to 
take place before the expiration of the life 
of the present Parliament; that wohld leave to 
a newly appointed leader buttwo years-before 
he would have to undertake a nationwide Cam-
paign. :In . some respects, that is a short. 
enough time. It is, however, by no means cer-
tain that the government would wish.to:•wait 
until the.expiration of the life of. the  Par-
liament befbre seeking a renewed expression of 
the people's confidence..lt has.seèmed'to'me, 
therefore, that the selection of a new leader 
of our Party shonld nOt be , further-delaYed» 

'I:should 1:ike toseé the new:leader of - our 
Party chosen, as I, myself, was chosen at.a 
National:Convention:by representative members 
of the Party throughout the country,  as well 
as by - its representatives in-Parliament. 

The planning and:arrahgements of a National 
Convention.are notsomething.easily.brought 
about. .In . a country the  size of ours,:it re-
quires:a certain amount of time. Knowing-this, 
and-feeling that-the - date Of.the Convention 
should:be definitely' fixed-before we entered 
upon another - session - of Parliament,-I'wrote . a 
letter to'each of My colleagpes, - in:July last, 
informing them that I was - anxious to have Mat-
ters of:importance to theParty.considered'at 
special meetings - of the members of•the Cabinet 
to.be  held early:in September„-When the . Septl.: 
ember meetings:were held, I again informed my 
colleagues Of my intention not to-lead the 
Party-in another general election, andsaid 
that . I thought a-National Convention should be 
arranged for forthwith.: It was-then:decided to 
ask the Advisory Cbuncil of the.Federation,'at 
its next meetirq, to assume this ufl ,dertaking. 

I hope It_ may:notherplacing tOo-heavy: a 
burden upon the - shoulders'of - our-very willing 
President, Mr. Fogo» and the members of his 
able executive,.if I now venture to ask them 
to assume responsibility"for the•callic,7 of a 
Convention, and.for making the necessary 
arrangements for its proceedings.-They will 
have, in dhistask,.the - assistance of members 
of the iovernment,.and of the Party in both 
Houses.of Parliament,.and - also; Lam sure,:of 
provincial and local party organizations - and 
leaders in the several provinces. Fortunately, 
as - a  guide, they:will have, as Well,  the  care-
fully prepared and:preserved record .of-the 
proceedings - of:the two previouS nation+wide 
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Liberal - Conventions - that of the Dominion 
Liberal Cbnvention held inOttawa in June 1893, 
and:which - preceded the return.of the Liberal 
Party to . power in the memorable-victorY of 
1896,  and  that of the National Liberal Conven-
tion of 1919, also held in this.city,.and 
which - preceded:the return to 'power  of :  the  
Liberal Administration - in . the victory; no less 
memorable, of 1921. 
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hôpe,'Mr.-Fogo, that before its meetings 
are over, you.will:beable-td•give the assur-
ance  that - the.Advisory - Cbuncil - of the National 
Liberal . Federation-is - prepared to-assume this 
most.important task,-and that-wé may.ali look 
forward tothe - third - hation-wide  Convention of 
the Liberal-Party:in Canada being held in the 
suMmer.of:the - present - year. 

- I need not - tell-you,-Ladies - and Gentlemen, 
that:it is with'mixed feelingS, indeed, that I 
make the . request-of,the National Federation 
which.l'am.makingtonight.:It.is.now:nearly-44 
years s ince: I first • bedame • a 'member of the 

'Parliament-of-Canada, , and- 39 1 years 'since I 
first-sat .  in - the Cotincil - Chamber as a Minister 
of the - Crown-For-an-even longer time, my-life 
has'been-givernover mostly to public affairs. 
Ithas•been'all . but - exclusively devoted to the 
party.and-to - Parliament-ever:since I.became 
the Party's'leader. - 

- I-do:not-look lightly upoh the possible 
severance of relationships.which have made up 
so large-a part of my life. I•wish I could 
feel itwere.in the interests of ehe:Party.hot 
to contemplaterthat•severance, :but just to 
hold on,:taking-chances.on.what the future 
might - bring to . pass.iThat,.however,would, I 
knoW,•in the end,'Ine - a mistake. Were I twenty 
years younger.- wereq'ten»years younger - I 
should greatly-prize-the-opportunityto•con-
tinue in.a position of:leadership in times 
{de' thepresent, where,'issues  as vital as any 
the'worldSas faced-are:being-discussed and 
decided.LI-cahnot-forget, however, that man*s 
ailotted:time•is.three acore Veers  and  ten, 
and that ram now inny 74th:year.. It seems to 
me, therefore, . imperative that the Party' should 
have atjeast.the-oPportunity to-consider what 
in its own- intèreats maY be for the best; .and 
that, as its leader, I should not'be resnons-
ible.  for longer withholding that opportunity.. 

am far from:believing that Such service 
as - 1 may .  be  able to render in promoting Liberal 
Principles and - policies, and of service tà our 
country in other waYs,Lwould•not:be all the 
greater were I afforded more in the Way of 
time for reflection ehan is possible as the 
leader of a political -  party.."There:are, too, .a 
few. things I:Should .still like to . do , and to-
enjoy, • before-rily day of life is over, if, in 
God•s Providence, I - should s ti 11 f be' permitted 

- the'necessary health and strength. May I men-
tion only' one Of these:  

Speaking at a dinner given by Members  of 
 Parliament, à year or two ago, I chanced to 

remark-it . was a great - pity that - neither-Sir 
John A. Macdonald,-hor Sir-Wilfrid-Laurier had 
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