
In each instance, foreign intervention either directly or indirectly influenced, the dynamios of the

political, economic, and social conditions of El Salvador. This ini turn, influenced the capacity of

the El Salvadoran govermnent and military to suppress its people, and to use hurnanitarian

violations as a tool to manage its constituents. Further considerations wil be made in regards to

the linkages between fear and peace.

Possibilities for the Future
As the detailed accounts above indicate, foreign intervention in El Salvador lias had both positive

and negative effects, depending on which vantage point is taken. Several factors have influenced

the outcomes, including the goals and objectives of the foreign actors and organizations, the

foreign policy interests, and the information used to create the international directives. With the

United States' focus on military solutions, the Salvadoran governrnent's dependence left it with

few alternatives. It is interesting to note the dynamic role of power and influence in selectmng the

data gathered and used to influence a state or organization's objectives. I case of the United

States, lack of information and interest outside the 'railitary solution', severely limited the

options focused on addressing problemns of social exclusion, inequities, and humanitarian riglits

offences.

On a positive note, foreign intervention had some constructive impacts on El Salvador. With the

peace accords signed, the process of implernenting the agreement helps promote the conditions

for democracy. While the transition process itself is flot without criticism and problems, the fact

that two 'enemnies' were able to mutually agree to the process of establishing peace and ending

the civil strife was an accomplishment ini itself. Overcoming the deeply imbedded corruption
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