
Canada's interests are better served through cultivating bi..Iateral relations. Nevertheless, sinceCanada really has no other choîce than to proceed on a regional level, efforts should be aimed atimproving the system.

During the discussion, Max Cameron asked whether Canada's involvement in the OASprocess precludes other more effective venues or fora of involvement. He drew attention to theLand Mines process and argued that the initiative was successfül precisely because it was outsideof the formai arms control framnework.

IV Analytical Component

The presence of academics enhanced the analytical discussion of Canada's involvementin the Hemisphere. In znany instances, the academic analysis mirrored the priorities and policyoptions presented by the other participants. Arch Ritter reflected on the sea change in the context.Preoccupations about democratisation and equity have replaced the dominant issues of dealingwith ruthless military regimes and the debt crisis. Today, the challenge is to facilitate a moreequitable socio-econonxic environment in the region. Particular attention should be paid toIndigenous Peoples who bear the brunt of reformns.

Maxwell Cameron, expressed his doubts about the applicability of democratic theoriesthat perceive elections as the sine.qua non of a democratic regime. It is doubtfijl whether freeelections mean democracy in Latin Anierica where the status of hunxan riglxts and freedom.-


