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Domestic political factors: There is littie doubt that in developing countries domestic

political factors are one of the main reasons for increases in defence expenditure. These

factors are difficuit to predict and may change rapidly, upsetting long-term plans. Some

of these issues are discussed below.

C. Reducing Military Demand

Rising military expenditures ini Southern Africa, a feature of the 1960-1990 period, can be

ascribed principally to the conflict over apartheid and its off spins which were fed by Cold War

competition in the region. An additional factor, although difficuit Io separate out fromn the others,

was the perceived need of governrents to shore up their domestic political power bases by

strengthening their military resources. After the mid- 1970s, with the collapse of Portuguese

colonialism, the increasing intensity of armed liberation struggles and the civil wars in Angola

and Mozambique, Southemn Africa saw rapid militarization which affected ail the countries of th,

region to some extent, but was particularly marked in Mozambique, the then-Rhodesia, Namibia

Angola and South Africa.

Since 1990 there has been dramatic, although uneven, demilitarization. Seuliement of the

conflict in Mozambique has led to military demobilization on both sides and a radical

downscaling of defence expenditure. Angola, however, remains highly militarized, and progress
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