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d1mens1ons of the current world food problems but a]so begun effect1ve
action to prov1de short term food aid, expand agr1cu1tura1 deve]opment
and research programs and put in p]ace 1nst1tut1ona1 arrangements
which will assist'in Jong-term solutions.

The most recent information avai]ab1e~to'the Food and.Agricultural
Organization'ofvthe Unfted Nations indicatesvthatlthe Short-term"threat
of famine has eased‘fnvthe'countries-most seriously affected by food
shortages and economic difficulties Pledges of food-aid by a number of
'producer countr1es, 1nc1ud1ng Canada, have reduced the short term | |
requ1rement for. food 1mports by the. 33 countr1es 1dent1f1ed by the FAO
as the most ser1ous]y affected Current import requ1rements tota] about
, four million tons compared to 7.5 million tons in November 1974. Wh11e
wor]d product1on of gra1n fe11 by four per cent in 1974 and product1on of
rice by one per cent, ear]y 1nd1cat1ons are that there will be a substantial
r1se in gra1n product1on in 1975 Neverthe]ess, a wor1d food emergency
cont1nues, Dr A H Boerma D1rector Genera] of FAO, stated as recently
as a month ago,.that the gap between product1on.and‘Supp1y rema1ns
"especially cr1t1ca1“ and the 1nternat1ona1 commun1ty must act with the
greatest p0551b1e speed to relieve 1mmed1ate distress and deve]op 1onger—
term approaches | ' | |

| Against'this background it is the purpose of this'statement
to announce_how‘Canada mfll,fu1f11 the pledge made to the WOr1d'Food
Conference for'a¢program of great1y increased food aid to relieve 1mmediate'
distress, ‘and to indicate the.Government's_resolve to place increased
emphasis and hence a larger proportion of Canadian development assistance

funds lnto agr1cu1tura1 and rura] deve]opment projects, including f1sher1esu



