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Canada and Saudi Arabia sign pact

Or, A.D. Kayal, Saudi Arabia’s Minister
‘ °_f Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones
Visited Canada, September 7-11, at the
dint invitation of Minister of State for
Trade Ed Lumley and Minister of Com-
Munications Francis Fox.

_ The highlight of the visit was the
Signing of a letter of understanding be-
Ween the Canadian and Saudi Arabian
| Svernments for the establishment of a
SPectrum management system in Saudi
Arabia,

The letter, signed by Mr. Fox and Dr.
ayal, still requires ratification by the
1 two governments and negotiation of a
Contract,

The two governments have agreed that
the Canadian Commercial Corporation, a
®deral Crown agency, will be the re-
Ponsible contractor for the establish-
‘ Ment of the system.

Fchnology transfer

he spectrum management system would

Movide a program identical to that of

ANada’s for allocating frequencies across

|; in(‘;*ﬂectromagnetic wave spectrum, which
Udes radio, television, microwave,

Mobile radio and citizen’s band. The sys-

M allocates frequencies to broadcasters
telecommunications companies to

"®vent interference.

| t%'n adc.iition to an administration system

‘ Stablish and regulate radio frequencies,

\

|

pi: € of monitoring equipment and physical
ANt would be likely. The agreement
Ould consist of manpower, technical ex-

N
'tise and hardware.
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Communications Minister Francis Fox (left) and Saudi Arabia’s Minister of Posts, Teie-
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graphs and Telephones Alawi Kayal sign letter of understanding.

The Saudi Arabian minister also met
with senior executives from Bell Canada
to discuss an extension of a $1.4-billion
contract the company has with Saudi
Arabia to provide that country with
management and training services. Dr.
Kayal said he was ‘‘very satisfied”’ with the
work of Bell Canada, which has some
650 managers currently in Saudi Arabia.
He also noted that the number of tele-
phones in Saudi Arabia had risen to
750,000 from 130,000 since Bell Canada
began its contract almost four years ago.
At a dinner in honour of Dr. Kayal, Mr.
Lumley, on behalf of the Canadian gov-
ernment, presented a silver commemora-
tive plate to the Saudi Arabian minister

(ki Kayal (left) displays silver plate presented to him by Trade Minister Ed Lumley

tht), commemorating installation of the five-hundred thousandth telephone.

and his ministry congratulating them on
the installation of their five-hundred
thousandth telephone.

Mr. Lumley, Mr. Fox and Dr. Kayal
also met to review Canadian telecom-
munications expertise and areas of co-
operation. Dr. Kayal was given a demon-
stration of Telidon, Canada’s two-way
television system, and visited the Depart-
ment of Communications’ research centre
to view spectrum management system
monitoring equipment, mobile radio sys-
tems and a new rural communications
system. The Saudi Arabian government
is also evaluating the federal office com-
munications program and Canadian word-
processing technology.

University group gets funds

Canada will increase by $100,000 its
annual subsidy to the International Fund
for University Co-operation (FICU),
bringing Canada’s contribution for the
1982-83 fiscal year to a total of $850,000.

FICU is managed by the Association
of Partly or Wholly French-speaking Uni-
versities (AUPELF). The purpose of this
special private fund is to promote
activities of co-operation and develop-
ment among AUPELF member univer-
sities.

AUPELF was created in 1961 in Mont-
real on the initiative of a group of Can-
adian academics. The organization held its
triennial general assembly at Laval Univer-
sity in Quebec City from September 7-11,
marking its twentieth anniversary.
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