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The 16-power resolution was adopted by 47 ini favour, 5 against (the
Soviet bloc), with 7 abstentions (Afghanistan, Burma, India, Indonesia, Syria,
Yemeu, and Yugoslavia) ini the vote talcen on December 10, 1954. The Secre-
tary-General, Mr. Hammarskjold, then assured the Assembly that he would
do everything in bis power to obtain the release of the prisoners. Shortly after-
wards he A-cnt to Peking and there had a series of talks with Mr. Chou En-lai,
Foreign Minister of the People's Republic of China, which encotiraged him to
hope that a solution could be found to this difficult problem. Other member
states, notably India, also approached the Peking authorities. Eventually the
il fliers were released by the Chinese Communist Governm~ent and arrived
ini Hong Kong on August 4, 195 5.
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