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longer a congeries of practically separate and often
Iy hostile conimunities, owning allegiance to Vhs Earl
Baron, but, roughly speaking, a single land under the

ýton of a single power, England at last had opportunity
mnce the slow process of weldiug its separated parts

homoeneus whole.
id the crown been on the head of aless capable poli-
Lhan the. fourth Edward, this wholesale removal of the
ulers would probably have resulted in a chaos of

y; but Edward, who, under the veil of lightness andi
Lcy, cneldan exceedingly astute bri and a far-
grs of affairs, managed Vo centralize authority in the
so thoroughly that, reapmng where he haci sown, the
7î Henry was able Vo build up that irresistible royal
y whkch the eighth Henry useci -a«nd, indeed, abso-
required-in order Vo uproot the Papal jurisdiction
e power of the monastie orders fromn the land.
ke Feudal System was dead, the pre-eminence of the
z Qiurch and its monasteries a Vhîng of the past. But
a sturdy, rude, strong-affectioned people, made more
maUly conservative by their insular exclusion from the
Uion of continental traffie andi commerce, it may be
e sorntimes, with sufficient leverage, Vo suddenly
an ancleJit institution, but neyer possible Vo absolutely

statanousy destroy the spirit and sympathies on

jerfore, the feudal spirit lived on, in a gradually more
Sediluted formn, and la quite unmistakably alive at
eet~ day, forwing one very important ingredient in

i chractr.Jn the. samne way, the unquestioning
,ad prfudreverence for holy thinga, of which the
oe admgiiece of the. Church haci been botii
[ ndstmulus, was noV rooted out when the conventa

,tbdml fel tlror their former glory.
the cntrar, th spirit of religion, hardened, as it
ad ntesifedby persecution and oounter-persecutioli,

eredby brninsud beheadings on the one sie, bang-


