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0- rîwas It i-our earlie,,t species and is wilI
Pactured in Figure 2.

The fertile stem A. the first to.appear above theground, is of a pale strlw color, and clothed withs«vendl 1006e sheaths, ecd divided into severalteeth, 8-12 for this particular species These teetharm morPhoîogically the same as the leaves ofMegier Plants, though for this stem they performno work of phstosynthesis. At the. top of the stemis -a cOne-like structure made up of a number ofamaill hexagonal shaped plates E illustrates theStructure of theee parts. Note the stem of ecdand the several spore cases ranged around it. The.spores of horstails are rather CUrious when com-Pmred vith thoee of ferns. At maturity the. outeroeat sPlits into four spirally arranged bands, theelateg, which are very sensitive to the humnidityof the air. While damp, or in a moist atinosphere,
theY remain cloely presaed against the spore, butupon drying they uncuri and sprawl themselvesout hk. smre odd looking animate form. Thisaction Of dosing and oPening as well mme as onevatches tbemn under a. niagnifying glas, andoccasionally directe bis breath upon them.

is Movenient of the elatera helps to acatterthe spore&
The- vegetative stem B is sterile, and appearsjust asthe fertile stem ls dying down. This je OurOolY SPecies mn Wh"c the fertile stem dies at onceafter the spores are shed. In others it is eier'

vegetative from the fra or Pubs out aide branchesaaid.becom«e vegetative after sporulation. Theveteftti stem grow throughout -the summier.la apparnc theyr are rnuch like a miniature pin.tree, and are often localiy known as "4pin. top.'9W. bave six speties of ]Equistuni in which theuprght stem, areannual; and five, in which they

EquWstum saipoides is a curious litleevere
spoci& It is ail, and filiforni, and grows iiit"ftini damp situations. It is go much 1k. tuftsOf 4MOranad edjes in generaj appearnc that one'1 verY apt to overook it. The stemi is six-rgea MdtaCroseSsection is solid at the centre, and VProvirjet d- ihthree smalair spaces. Comparewth tii cross section of the stem of E . aryens., as amliown in fre 2. cFind these Plants On your spring excursion$, andm8tud1>,thm n la dir naturae surroundinp.With Y"whatother Plants are diey associated? -P eEqpliiabow the fertile stemi of E. arvense gets

such an early start, and attdla m"hàgrowth.. Why is this «iy sart s ispore producïng stem?
In your rambles watch for due pluttw

early- Alders, WdlI@w, Maples, etc., fttiiose of larger growth, and TrlU1u,, i
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