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ingion,  while the white man came to America despm: d
very vigorous protest on the part of the aborigines, the
Negro came having bad o very pressing nvitation il
his passage paid. Under sueh eirciiistances, leaving the
question o practicability aside, it were decidedly une
srateful on s vart to Jeave.™ Nor would he treat with
weriousness e siewestion that the negro should be iso
Lited ynsome region of Aweriea, wherein to work out his
owne salvaten, One hnge wall would have to be eou-
strueted about that state “to keep the Negro in,”" and
five huger walls **to keep the Yankee out.”  Nor can any
hope he placed o ultimate racial intermixture, in the
wtinate abserption of Alvican by European. One drop
ol Negro blood in one hundred will leave o man a4 Negro |
The white man will never make such a saerifice,

Natural inferiovity i the blacks causes a prejudice,
a contempt, an antipathy in the whites which will endure
s0 long as the canse endures. Moral elevation will énsw
upen infelleetual advancement; but neither will appear
titless efforts are first divected towards the edueation,
particularly the industrial edueation, of the Negro race,
The Negro must be taught the dignity of labor, Two
hundred years of slavery  divested him of whatever
ability, cnergy or efficiency may have been innate in hin.
Under that institution what incentive had he for the de-
velopment of bis native individualitv?  He has enjoyed
only forty vears of freedom.  Little wonder that at his
emancipation he was morally debased and utterly inetti
eient For all intellectual or physical effort.  He had scen
too nieh of work while in slavery, and only the darker
side of it e must now he taught the dignity, beauty
and sacredness of honest toil; must learn to put brains
and skill info his labor: must be made to realize that by
the sweat of his brow he can work out his own salvation,
elevate himsell to a position of respect, and. ultimately,
do much to mitigate the evils of the race problem in the
United States.

Booker Washington has put his theory into practiec.
Having, by dint of superior mental endowments and in-
domitable perseverence, raised himself from the condi-
tion of an emancipated slave, and secured tor himself an
education, he beeame principal of an institute founde!
in the town of Tuskagee, Ala., for the educaticn of the
Negro. This Tuskagee Institute, which to-day comprises
some [ifty buildings, most of them construeted by the
hands of the students themselves, has aimed primarily at
giving (he Negro a thorough technical and industrial
training, and has sent out through the Southern States
over 5,000 graduates, who, under its able direetion and
from the constant ineuleation of the views of Mr. Wash-
ington, have learned that honest labor is indeed a thing
dignified and sacred, and that it alone is a sure stepping-
stone to progrers in cevery direction. Some of the 1,300
students to-day in attendance at the Tuskagee Institute
are being instructed in seientifie agriculture on an K00-
acre farm helonging to the institution. They will g¢o
forth into the country etficient workmen, impregnated
with, and resolved to propagate. the ecenvietions of their
great leader. In every branch of industrial. education
this werk is being carried on, and graduate disciples are
being sent all over the South. M. Washingten and the
institute are regenerating the Negro from indifferene:
and incompetence to sineerity and efficiency,

When, he asks, will the prejudice of the white man
against the Neero abate? Just so scon as, and no socner
than, the Newro begins to exeel in industrial pursuits,
shows himself a valuable member ¢f our eccnomie credn-
ation. and venders associaticn and intercourse mutually
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profitable. It is a platitude that material progress will
open the deor 1o moral and intellectual advancement,
Kespeet will supersedoe contemplt; social incompatibility
will yield place to harmony and contentment.
o Can we hulin_\'v that My, Washington’s hopes are well
founded ! During the forty years in which the Negro
has enjoyed Treedow he has risen from being himself
culy a pieee of property in the eye of the Ju‘\v, to the
pestticn of owner of a consideruble portion of the assess-
ed property in the Southern States, Mr. Washington
tonot only the carnest advocate of the efficacy of his
Propazanda: he s also the living proof of the ju.st,iﬁublu-
oss of s hapes, lfmyl_) A negro slave, he is vespected to-
day by the whole eivitized world, W hat white man in
the Southern States would refuse to ride in the same rail-
road caachowith him? e has dined with the President
of the United States. And as men respeet him, so wili
they respeet the whole Negro race when it will heive cot-
prehemded the wisdom of bis plans, and will have attain-
ed to-the position and condition whieh will inevitably
result. )
But o the wmeantime, while
which can be the work only of many years, is being
wronght, is the ignorant, the disreputable and lazy Nc:j
wroto retain the politieal cquality given him by the Civii
War! It is well known that in the South this politicas
equality is only nominal, and is a prolific source of race
quarrels, of rots and general tawloss ness, L am one or
fhese who beliove that the franehise in the States of tho
Anerican Unioncis too Tiberal, that o practically wniver-
sal sulfrage is o detriment fo national 1)1'()51)(;1'“;)’ and
political purity. 1 helieve that intelleetual, moral and
economic equality should be conditions precedent to po-
litieal equality. 1 am couvineed {hat there is a great
tass of voters in (his country unworthy of the Cranchise
treapable ol using it intellicently fop the purposes it in
mtended, aud proviog nothing but a souree of politica,
corruption and instability so long  as they retain the
sulfrage.  The opinion s vaining adherents in every
State tin Alabaina it has resulted 1 approoriate legisla-
tion), that the franchise is oo liberal, and should be
made more exelusive by the enaction of both educational
and property qualifications, Otherwise, corruption and
Choss rale™ will held sway throughout the country, and
in the Soufh the race problem will continue in all its
severity.  Several Southern States are clamoring for
lws, not to exelude the Negro from the franchise, but
to exclude the iguoramus and the lrresponsible good-for-
ucthing, be he black or white. To exelude the ignorant
Nearo as sueh would he unconstitutional, unjust and
unwise: but fo bar the igncrant white man as well as the
ignorant Newro tfrom exercising the privileges of the
ranchise, by cnacting general educational and property
qualilications, appeals 1o me as beine as Just and wise as
it has been deeided (o he constitutional. In-the South it
would certainly remove a sowrce of many difficulties;
throughout the coymtry it would do much to purify poli-
ties and steady government.  T'o the Negro who chanccs
to be ignarant and a’ pauper, it would provide an:addi-
tional.incentive to follew the path marked out for him
by Booker 1 Washington. ‘ S
It seems to me, therefore, that the policy of -every
patriotic Amervican, with reference to the raceé problem,
should be to further by cvery available means the. plans
of the great-Negro leader, and to advocate the enactment
«t edueaticnal and property qualifieaticns for the fran-
chise. Thereby an evil will be amelicrated, which, I fear,

this  transtormation.

will never be entirely remcoved.

Irwin N. Loeser, '03.



