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We are agreed. (Cheers)) And if there are any —I/
do not know  of auy such—Dbut if there are any who)
suppose that by any attacks, or by any means in their
power, they can wean the people of Scotland from
their sincere attachment to the Church, 1 entreat|
these persons to remember the testimony of experi-|
ence ; and I venture to tell them that so long as _youl\1
hills endure—so long as the streams follow their
courses down them to the sea—-so long as upon the
rocky coast there roll the waves of the eternal ocean
~-30 long, as written in characters harder than ada-
mant, which titme cannot weaken —which the ele-
inents cannot effice-=so long will be written in the.
hearts of the people of Scotland, that just, and firm!
aind unswerving attachment to their Church, which
will last as long as time lasts. (Tremendous chees-
ing.)  And, gentleman, if'l may he permitted, before
1 taen to the more immediate topic of the evening, to
81y ong word with regard to the position of the two
churches in our Colonial passessions, I would entreat
thoge, whether members of the Church of Scotland
or of Eagland, who have lately - shown a disposition
to oppose the interests of the one Church to those of
the other, and even to evade the present difficulty by
falling back upon the Voluntary principle —(1 think
a moda of'm]just_ing the question. in all our colonies
may yet be originated, which will afford peace and
security to the members of both Churches)~-bui 1
tmplore them not to give advantage to the common
enciny,hy allowing the subversion either of the Churely
of Eng"lanrl or of Seotland in our Colonial possessi-
ong,  Pardon.me for saying so-mich on a topic which
I feel to be important at the present moment.  (Loud
applanse. —Mr. Colquhoun’s Sperch at Aberdeen,

INTERESTING EXTRAC

RELIGION IN HUMBLE LIFE.
‘There ars some, the little history
ftems but one sce
Ul}: ’hvees of the puor old couple, of whom { spoke, are
ol the number. When they first married, Samuel
bl 0, Y o pisine ey i o
; ame necessary for hinmto purchase a waggon
anid areain of horses. It was not vleasant, ceriainty
10 go into debt to so large an asotiut, at the fist Oi.{l-}
8ct; but be had no ehoice.. 11 had been his father’
}»ildmes.-a, nd was the only one which he nnderstoo).
“hie waggon eost more than £49, but the benevolen;
Wheelwright agreed to receive the payment by jn.
Stulments. The horses—yon must not suppose them
N very high condition—wars puic for iznshudi:ne%y
aid seareely paid for, when first one an then: s
ther became diseased andl died. '['lis was the l)(::r:l
ning of tronbles!  In the meantine Hester n;ut H”]
un accident, which was the immsdidte eceas Vi
ally expensive and  distressing illnbse,— nu ;-.mfm =
€vcss of which sheneveriese ebia . Ae oo s ot '
wat fact, I shoult fenr ez Tt it ElorY Yt
g i”‘:m;;‘,:r m.i»jf (! : u charea of nr:;n-ob:ﬂnwy in
i purg mustortune on ‘tune ;5 bt mive js
2 over true lule?  Ahouat his time, too, Samuel’
Bighit, always wealk, d S0 fast :hm,, it hecame., ne-
l:!fs‘s:l.ry for him to procure tlie assisianee of a driver
for his waggon. Then lus heart began tosink, as he
Jas often told e, and the cilinax of bis seatence at
i noint used always to be, ¢ Then the third horse
Was dead, and the fourth was dying, and lotty was
ad too 17 e
But even these heavy and continued expenses might
ave been borne, but suddenly, the concern for which
Q‘}‘] Was engaged failed, throwing him, with many
)““‘-'?‘, o a state of great distress, What wus to
”‘ done ?  They were not genteel enough to think of
sl’)";f(l'ng’s Bench., Their principle of im.n_u”i"—d”"or.
Yi'e my doar reader at the idea of a collior’s honout
it thew standard of morality, were very high.—
ey were His servants who has said, ¢ Owe no man
"Hwthllh‘g ?’f :“(".’ by his grace they kept his con;ximm(r;
s very taing--it was but very h;ue}«lhnt was n w‘
Plog ttely necessary, was sold ; and their best c.l&?tIIEb
“'m( ged ; “for those,” said tlester, ¢ have no right 19
my ¥ 8ood elothes whe owe so much as we dx{l then.
he;;:e are some gay parties, in very high G“'f{lns’or
fesi(?; that would cut rather a_shahby tiguve ltjlfl:ail'
"lnzl;{;’ 3 maxims were zealously en{orccd. ‘l—.
o {23 remained unredeemed for filteen years. 5
e landlord took the waggon—then much the
mg,r-lste ;or the wenr and tear of some years—as {:ﬁi;
eredis or rent; and Hester went round to the o :
: o1, (the whole of whose demunds together a

: of whose days
ne of loss and disappeintment 5 and
&

;nmmtcd nearly to £100,) rolling them simply the
tite of her affairs, and begging them to have pati-

'l‘{ce until she could pay all.” Her husband was now
Mind, hut he conld feel his way to anl from town,
With the produce of the little garden which Hester

“Ultivated ; and he mianaged to assist her in many|

"{(‘{ys, in the business in, which she was particularly
lllul, that of rearing calves, pigs, and rabbits, It

‘hzs a8 a dealer in the last-mentioned pretty creatures,
'm:e favourites of all children —to their misfortune |

™ little things, it is thet they are sa—that 1 then =/
becamo first acquainted with hier, | They bave.

told e of losses und  disappointments which would
make my story too long: sufice it to say, that by
coustant exertion and strict self-denial, notwithstand-
ing Samuel’s blindness and Hester’s frequent illness,
their debts were all paid at the end ol twenty-four
years of hard labour, which had brought on prema-
ture old age. (

The great debt, as I said, was paid, but the years
which.it had taken to discharge it, had borne, as they
flew; health andistrength, and hope away with them ;
and their daily bread was to be earned by the sweat
of furrowed and aching brows, and the labour of en-
feebled hands. But straightened ag they have often-
times been, for the mere necessaries of life, they !mvg
always found “ man’s extremity God’s opportunity ;
tothem the promise has been fultilled, * Bread. shall
be given thee, and water shall be sure.”’

Y

THE GENIAL INFLUENCE OF THE GOSPEL.

1 need not spend mwuch time in demonstrating ho\jv
matenally the propagarion of the Gospel I_m's'conglrl—
puted to the advancement of science and cn{xhzzmr')n.
The great truths Yvhich it reveals, are those, in 1hf'e m-‘
vestigation of which human curiosity had at all times
heen most eagerly occupied ;. and since these are NOW
fully established, the powers of the human_ mind
have taken another direction ; and all the variety of
human talents cun be spared for the prosecution 01‘0-
ther important enguiries; The knowledge of the Su-
oreme Being which the Gospel imparts, hus_throm:
light on many subj_e.cts, whiech must ot'herwnee hav.(
vemained for ever in obscurity. To this knuwledge
we are especially indebted for those tmprovements i
physicnl seience, h_y which modern times are po_lnghl_\
distinguished.. Still more obvious are the effects o{
the Gospel on moral science, and the happy change
‘which it has produced in the civil and political con-
tition of mankind.  ‘Phie very spirit which it breathes
—the spirit of candour, gentleness, and peace, l‘iﬂf
4 natural tendency to f{oster ingenuity and mdusxfyf
and thus to advance the progress of all the arts, b("l
snces, and institutions, which minister 1o the ele.gam.,r
and the comfort of life. By represeunting maukn:xf{ as
‘he children of one common parent, and the heua‘ q‘s
ona comman inheritance——it has established, as il
vere, 4 new ch:u‘ter.ct' hmman rights,“to Whl‘c‘I?‘lh.t.
,ppressed can at .-d! times appeal from the OP;)lﬁ‘:bm:
e whieh has abolished many of those cruel custoiti
and institutisus, by which former ages were disgrac:
W, lvis the glory of the religion ot Jesus, FI. i
has done-away the miseries of domestic slavery, mi
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and repressed the tyranny of arbitrary sway. B

hrough the prevalence of human iniquity, it has smnle
times failed to produce these happy effeets, in all th
sxtent which might bavebeen expected, such s a
weast its decided tendency : and the time is fast ap-
proaching, when its beniga influence shall be' i
tully exemplitied, in the relief of misery, the vindica

1ted the horrors of warsoftened the severity of faw.j

in my opinion, another cogent reason. There are
many wmong our population, who, notwithstanding
all its defects, eling 10the old system still. Not a few
do so because,. like Yorick, “ they have prede-
termined not to give a single sous;” some, {rom an
undefined,and perhaps undefinable horror of taxation;
and others, from an apprehension that assessmient
tnay be made,as under the present system it has alres-
dy beer attempred,the means of oppressing obnoxious
individuals.
The principal inherent defects of the voluntary sys-
tem are, that notwithstanding the large additional sum
annually granied from the Provincial 'Creasury, so far
from extending the blessings of Education to ths pooy,
and thinly settied distzicts of the provinee, it has not
been adequate to the constant support of schools, .cven
in comparatively thickly peopled, and richer settle-
ments, nor, as a necessary consequence, to offer such
a pecuniary remuneration, or such permanency of em-
ployment, as might induce men of talent and respec-
tability,to devote themselves to the instruction of youth
as a profession; or even to ensure the necessary sun-
ply of books and other indispensables of education ;
that it possesses po power te stimulate the ignorant,
the careless, or the procrastinating to procure the
gs of education for their offspring, while it af-
0 means to the poor man, however anxious; to
obtain such advantages tor his, except upon terms in-
compatible with independence of spivit,. These are
some of the principal inherent defects of the Volun-
tary system.  There are others which have been en-
grafted on it, and there are abuses to which it hag
been perverted, to which I'shall advert in the sequel,
which the prineiple of assessment properly applied is,
it appenrs.to me, caleulated to.correet or to prevent.
In answer to the query, “How can all these be re-
medied by introdueing the principle of assessment 2
{ therefore proceed to remark that whilg, un(ler'llm,
present system, there are many who give nothing,
and more who do not give as much as they ought;
while the poor may not he able to contribute as much
1s they willingly would, and even-the more opulent,
ind liberal are reluctant to tax themselves for the Le-
refit of the penurisus, the principle of ‘assessment
vould make the burden fall equally ufjon all, by o-
Hliging every oue to contribute to the support of edu-
-ation, according to his ability, from whatever soures
s means might be derived. It \\’l!lj!(l also he a miuch
nore siniple, uniform, ample and eflicient means than
the present imperfect, wicqual and inadequate modo
iy voluntary centribution. It would provide snﬁxc-g-
aut funds for the adequate remunieration of dulyﬂqnah-
ied teachers, and for providing necessary School
Books, us well as for the ereciion of School Houses
vhere requisite, while it would prevent their unie-
sessary mujtiplication,  Above ally a system would
be put in operation which, by its self adjusting power,
would sccommedate itself to the growing hecessities
of an indreasing pnpu!:xtion, as the sources of supp],v
would'be muitiplied iy the same ratio with the exi-

ion of liberty, and the promotion of happiness. e
e are it ho danger ol'eurhllsmsrr?,‘\fvlu}e we indulg-
in the antieipations of hope.  Christiniity 18 :uvluptvm-
to the most perfect state of the human powers ; i

its progress and its infloence must ever gxrc:ml, wu,.L
ihe refinement and civilization to which it isso emi-
nently conducive 3 till, in the figurative langunge ot
prophecy, “the wilderpess and l..l)e solitary place shali
he glad, till the desert shall rejoice a.nd hmssfmn HE
ihe rose,” till the kingdom of theMessiah shall include
all the babitable globe, and ““there shail be' nothing
to ket or destroy” throughout its wide gxtent.--STew
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ON EDUCATION.
No. IV,

Messrs: Epitors, :

1t was my intention in treating of the mo_du
of supporting Education, to enter, atsome Ielngt.h, in-
to the defects and abuses of the present Sm_mo] sys-
tem. F'rom present appearances, however, this might
seem to be entirely a work of supererogation, The
system has been weighed in_the balances of experi-
ence and found wantivg. The intelligence of the
country has condemned it; the press has den?uncgd
it, and our nssembled representatives have, as Fluellin
said of Ancient Pisto, ¢ spo{&en as l)l‘z}ve words” a:-
gainst it, “as one would desire lo se¢ in a sulmer’s
day,” while no one appeared to have a syllable to say,

{lor'even a vote to give in its defence. For me there-

fore, 10 add any thing condemnatory, might seem as
[ungenerous, 78 to insul.t a _f'allen foe, and as useless
las to slay the slain. Still, it seems t‘g me'lhnt a spe-
cification of the principal of these defects is requisite,
were it only to test the sx;m::hleness ol the remedy pro-
posed, which Lam well pleased to observe appesrs
10 be assessinent, For such specification there is also,

[ sencies they were pequired to mecet.

“By this wade algo, the poor man would ‘be enabled
1o dend all his, children to school—to have !‘he whole
of his fumily educated, wn‘h(}ut the blush of degrmla-
tion being summoned to his cheek ; siuce, paying as
L wall as his richer neighbour, n('m')r.thng'to his ability,
he would thereby acquire a un-i’li"ill' l'l_ghl to all the
advantages which the school could afford.

The careless and indifferent too, under the present
system, paying only in proporiion to the benefit the_v'
choose to receive, too often neither send so many of
their childven to sehoolas thiey could do and ought to
do, nor are sufficiently solicitous a‘lm}.n xl';e regular at-
tendance of those they do send, D,’f' they hPWchl'
find, that whether they u‘vm‘)m‘I‘t!m:nselves of the op-
portunity of educating their ‘ehildren or not, they
would have to pay as if they ld;d, “lhey woulgl .then in
all probability be 1ﬁund anong the most solicitous to
have value for their movey. G

Not only the inherent defects, however, but the a-
huses also of the present system would, or at least
might be remedied,or prevested by the judicious ap-
plication of the principle of Assessment. If the rate
were collected by a proper officer, whose duty it
would be to pay their salaries at stated pe‘rlm.l‘s to the
Teachers, {mul wnhgut some sueh pn’(.nu.uon any
enactnsent would, I fear, be in a great (%egme Buga-
tory) it would prevent the various de‘v‘xcei, by which,
at present, their Lntmpce is made le.s.s. t would put
an end to the paying in produce, which, theugh tole-
rated by the exising law, is gqmvnhem to a deduthon
of 25 per cent on the pr(_)porl'l(‘m, (;{el\urully, I believe,
one halt) of salary so PH:(‘L The t‘ilsgracctul and pau-
ser-like boarding of theTeacher from house to house,
would be -entirely broken up and dholishgd, and the
scandalous private ill;l‘&ﬂgt?meuis be preyomed, by
which unscrupnlous Trustees :.md Proprietors, and
needy, incompetett, and unprincipled Teachers would
otherwise contrive 1o evade the Iayv, as they now ma-
nage to obtain a a:hm'e ot the provmrml !JOUllt_V, with-
lout complying with the requirements qt t_he act, i
| Lam perfectly aware that, by the existing acy, it ig




