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CONFESSION AS VIEWED 13Y
MR, COPPÉ?E THE FRE-NCH

%vR[TER AIND BY THE

EDITOR 0F ONE 0F
OUR LOCAL INEWS-

PAPE RS.

One who cails himseif an ex-
iRomisli priest, but whom înstead
we have found to be an ex-con-
vict [romn the Erie County Peni-
tentiarv, lias of late b-en lectur-
ing ini the city of Winnipeg on
the topic se dleirshed by birds
of' lis own feather, viz.: "the
priest, the woman and the con-
lèssional.

WhiF this foaming sianderer
of ahi tl f t is m3Dst sacred in our
Churcli i tryiug,in the vilest and
mos4 1 j,ý of language, to slow
th'e ceufessional box as a sink of
iniquity and the Cathlic priest
as a monster of immorality, it
rnay be refreshiug' for those who
are stili open to honest convic-
tions to read the-beautiful page
written by Mr. Coppée, oni this
important subject of confession.

We give on another page a
translation of thc French writer's
eulogy of thc savingsacrament,
and we invite the reoders of thi3

leviewr to show the article to
their Protestant friends. Mr.
Coppée, althougli one of the
remarkable writers of our times,
lias not always been the practi-
cal Catlolic that we filnd hima to-
day.But the grace of God made its
-çay into lis diseased heart and
soon after was the penitent sin-
uer fouud at thec feet of a pricst
te unload thc burdenseme
wciglit of his poor sufering soul.
Bdliold wliat a contrast bctween
the couvert and the pervert! Tle
ene, Mr. Coppée, risiug, by the
grace of God from the ditdh of
lis iniquîty to cast himscif into
thc purifying laver of penance,
lias nothiug too noble, too beau-
tiful, to write in praise of sacra-
mental confession; the other, on
the contrary, from thc loatîsome
prison of lis depravity, where
lie stihi breathes liatred against
every thing Catholic, las notl-
ining but thc vile and stinking
twaddle of a most lewd licart, te
vomit forth before an audience
of disgusted Icarers.

TIis brings back to our mmdç
wlat wc lad heard some montîs
ago Ou thc subject of tIc moral-
itY Of the City of Winnipeg.
Being a ruember of a commitcc
of citizens called together te
stav, If Possible, tIc swehing'
threatefling wave of immorality
which is daily sPrcading destruc-
tion in thec ranks of a certain
ciass of our cemraunity, we lad
occasion te calupen thc editor
mi-chief' of eue of our leading
local ncwspapers. As le was
asked thc grantitig of lis endor-

S sation ef and hearty cooperation
in tIe noble wvýork just 'Undr-
taken, licre is thc rcmark whidh
le made to us: "Fatlier, le
said, you may be surprised at
whiat I arn going to tel 1 yeu, but
1 have ne hesitatien to make

fession. There the priest exercises
over women in particular that
holy and beneficent influence
that -will ensure to liusbands
loving and dutifull wives. Were
that saving religions control
more generally exercised, we
w0uld not have ilearly s0 mudli
to deplore that social evil which
threatens thEý ruin of our comn-
munity." The gentleman re-
ferred to. I1îieed not sav, is a
stancli Protestant, but hoe is itot
loath to open his eyes to the
amount of moral good accom-
plished by the priest in the
sacred ministry of confession.
And we defy any man of coin-
mon sense and rel;gious feeling
tothink otherwise. Unfortunately
sacramental confession lias been
abolished amongst Protestants
as being too much of a stumbling
block in the free love way of
sucli pions rerermers as Luth er,
Henry VIII. and the like; so long
as these shahl have their followers
so long shahl the Catholic priest
and the confessional have their
bitter assailants.

POWER AND GRANDEUR 0F THIE
CONFESSIONAL BY FRÂNÇois

COPPÉE.
Translated for the iNorthwest Review.

Wretdlied one, wlio art sta-
gering under tlie weight of a cons-
cience burdened with impure
and wicked remembrances, come
and lay down ail human respect.
Thou hast flot to fear that thon
mayst inspire witli lorror or dis-
gust the unknown, the auony-
mous one whom thon art to
dhoose for a confidant. Moreover,
to keep tliy secret lis lips are
closed under the sacramental
seal. 11e who listens to tliee,
from that littie ccll, will not even
recognize thy countenance; lie
will not sec tliee blush. Speak!
Confess to him ail thy shameful
deeds. He will answer thee only
with paternal indulgence»totlie
hie will speak but words of mercy
and forgiveness.

He will of course, exact that
thou make amends for the
evil thiou hast doue; but, if it be
no longer possible to do so, lie
will be content with an outpour-
ing of thc leart, witli a sincere re-
pentance. Then will lie enjoin
upon tîce as the sole and sweet,
punishment of thy crimes thec
pcrfumiug of thy soul witl beau-
tifal prayers, and raising up his
Iaud towards tliy forehead, he
will utter some fcw Latin words,
and thou shait depart from him
consoled, absolved and feeling
thy soul as liglit as if angelic
wings were being addcd to it.
"Bat, to enjoy ahl that," dost
thon answer witli a cry of
anguish, "one must entertain no
doubts as to the virtue of thc
sacramen)t, one must have faith."
-"Aged child of the civilized
world,is that aftcr ail se dîfficuit?
Dost thon not feel, seethiug in

tAn-tiann b"o hcforfshi an

resounding the miraculous word
which lias healed the ancient
world of its corruption and has
ov ercome the ferocity of the
barbarians? Hast thion not read
and meditated upin the Gospel,
the only book whereir. there is an
ans wer to ail the pangs of the
soul! Poor fellow !Il-eed not
those who say to thee that faith is
dead and that liunanity grot rid
of all its past a century ago,
that is, yesterdav. lu order to
promulgate the new faith--
gtranting that it be a well meant
effort at improvement - France
had to be covered with gibbets
and Europe soaked with blood
in long wars, and vet all this
did not stîi the groanis of those
that suifer. Jesus Christ, on the
contrary, in order to secure the
triumph of his divine plan, lias
shed but bis own blood, lias
willed to die the death of a
criminal; and bis work is stili
intact after nineteen hundred
years; and wherever thon meet-
est men less wicked and less mi-
serable, wlierever liearts are beat-
ing for justice and goodness, lift
up thine eyes, and thon shaît see
outstretched above thee the me-
inento whicli the Man-God lias
let of lis passage amongst us,
thou shait soe his sacred gibbet
raised aloft.

Fox a long time had I been a
poor sinner with a troqbled soul,
like thee, my brother! No more
than thee was I a great cuiprit.
But alone the hypocrite Pliarisee
has the impudence to say: "I arn
pure." And Joseph de Maistre is
right: even the conscience of an
honest mnan is something abomi-
nable. Like tliee, therefore, was I
most wretdhed and did I instinc-
tiveiy seek for a confidant fuli
of clemency and tenderness. 1
have fbaud him.-

Do as 1 did. Open thy Gospel
again and come back to the Cross.
Divested of ail pride, present
thyseif before the tribunal es-
tablished by Jesus, wherein is
seated a mercy that surpasseth
even our most su blime dreams of
justice. It was but yesterday
that we stood amazed at the pity
of those magistrates who excused
a poor mother for having stolen
a piece of bread for her child.
The minister of G-od who waits
for thee in the Confessional re-
quires of tliee on his part only a
few tears to wash away all the
stains of tliy soul; for he holds
his power of the Master of infi-
nite goodness, of lIim who on
Calvary forgave the penitent
thief and opened to him, over
and above, the splendid patli to
heaven and to life everlasting.

ITNFAMILIAR FACTS.

S pain produces more lead than
ail the other European countries
Put together. Its quicksilver
mines at Almaden are remark-
ably rich, and, for many cen-
t uries su-pplied the wliole world

of Europe, but long wars, violent
revolutions and misgroverament
by secret society emissaries
have robbed the nation of most
of its industrial energy aud trad-
ing capital.

In the face of the general
breakdown ot the Spanish gun-
nery ini the recent war it is
curious to note that sxvords are
stili made at Toledo, in Spain,
of as good quality as they were
in the days when -a Toledlo
blade" was second onîly te "a
Damascus Blade;" but the pre-
sent Toledo manufacture em-
ploys less than a hundred hands.

It is a mistake to supp)ose that
wliat are commonly called -The
Great Lakes," i. e , Superior,
Huron, Michigan, Erie and On-
tario, are, ecdl and ail, the larg-
est bodies of fresh water in the
world. Lake Superior lias, of
course, an undisputed right to
the first place; but, as wiIl be
seen from the suhjoined table,
the great African lake cornes in
between Superior and Huron;
two African, one Russian and
two Nortliern Canadian lakes ini-
tervene between Midhigan and
Erie, and one Nortliern Canadianl
lake between Erie and Ontario.
Lake Superior 32,000 square mis.

Victoria Nyanza 26,500
IlHuron 23,000

Michigan 23,000
Tauganvika 15,000
Baikal 14,000

,,Nyassa 12,000 ,

,,Winnipez 8,500 ,

Great Slave Lake 8, 000,
IlErie '1)800

,GreatBearLake ',500»
,, Ontario 6,900 Il
The areas for Great Slave Lake

and Great Bear Lake are an ap-
proximate but conservative es-
timate, which an accurate sur-
vey wouid probably increase.
Lake Tanganyika is the longest
lake in the world. lu the rairny
scason Lake Chad, in the Sou-
dan, lias an arca of perhaps
20,000 sqnare miles; but in the
dry season it is four or five times
iess and was thefore omitted
from the forcgoing table. The
deepesi lake in the worid is
Baikal, in Siberia; it is four
thousand feet deep.

Few people seem to be aware
that special xiewspaper and
periodical stamps, for the exclu-
sive use of postmasters, were
curreut in the Uni ted States
from 1874 to July lst, 1898. On
this latter date tliey were discon-
tinued. The series comprised thc
eue, two, five, ten, twenty-flve
and fifty cent, and the two, fivo,
ten, twenty, fifty and one lun-
dred dollar stamps. The figures1

are: for the denominations from
1 to 10, the statue of America by
Crawford (faflier of F. Marion
Crawford); for the 25 and 50 cent
stamps, Astroea; $2, Victory; $5,
Clio; $10, Vesta; $20, Peace;, $50,
Commerce; and $100, thc Indian.

vlo is known everywhere else
in Chistendom as St. Anthony of
Padua, is called in lis ewn na-
tive Portug-al either Anthony of
Lisbon, lis birtîplace, or An-
thon y of'Coimnbra, wliere lic first
became a novice ini a religions
order.

The amiisiiîi, [nudor of the
Free Press an'd other papers
mistaking M\r. Curzon, the
present Vicerory of I ndia, for
a commouer wleu le is, as eve'rv-
body in England knows, the
son of a lord and a bena fide
descendant of the Norman con-
querors, recahîs the fact that
there was in the thirteentl
century a Cardinal Curzon who
led tle sîxtli crusade and who
was probably connectcd with
Mr. Curzen's ancestors Curzon
is an ohd French name repre-«
sented in our own day by the
cehebrated painter Paul de
Curzon.

A Cathohie missienary in
China, writing in the February
ef this ycar of a visit te Pekin,
says that thc imperial astre-
nomers, who draw np t le
ratIer complicated calendar
every year, are stilnsing and
living up on the tables drawn up
by tIc Jesuit Fat her Verbiest ai-
most tîrce centuries ago. Father
Verbiest worked out lis cal-
culation of calendar phenomena,
eclipses, etc. as far ahead as
the twenty-flrbt century. What
will China be ,tIen?

PROVIDENCEONTUE
YANKEE SIDE.

Western Watchman.

There would seem te be a sort
of divine interposition in this
war. We lave wvon everywlierc,
and ail the time, when there was
ne place and ne time wlen wc
should net have lest. We were
about as rcady te invade tIc
Heavculy Jernsalemn as we werc
te invade Cuba; but fortunatehy
tîcre was notling te stop us.
We cauglit Spain in swinning in
Cuban waters and al 1er arms
on the other side of tIc bay.
We wcrc presented wtl San-
tiago when wc were packing up
for retreat. We werc prcsented
witl Cervera's navy wlcn we
were discussing thc question of
trying a less vuinerable point.
Wc are now masters of Eastern
Cuba and we are fighting with
Toral's surrendered troops for
thc possession of tIe first ships
te bring us eut et' the country.
If Toralhlad held ont just ten
days longer wc wouid have re-
lieved him of the necessity of
driving us frem thc island. Yes;
tIc finger of Ged 18 lu this war.
It will redound te the benefit
of His Church. We wili net
free the Cubons, uer tIc Philip-
pines; but we shahl free the
Catholic Churcli. Fer this ser-
vice God may bless us, and for-
give us tIe hypocrisy and deceit
et our humanitarian pretceîsious.


