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Dr&inage.

In the july number of this paper in dis-
cussing the eIt'ects of drainage, we endea-
vored to show that àt deepened the soi],
assisted pulverzation, prevented surface
washing, iengthened the season for labor,
and prevented freezing out or winter kilt-
ing, made the land Iighter to work, anxd
now we will endeavor to further show its
benefits.

Whether it is good farming to feed our
rnowing fields at any time is a question
upon which farmers have a right to differ.
Without discussing the question, it is
eriough for our purpose that most farmers
feed their fields late in the fait. Whether
we approve of it or flot 'when the pastures
are bare and burnt up and the second
crop in the home field is so rich and
tempting, and the cows are flot giving
niuch milk we usually bow to the necessity
of the time and turn them in. The great
injury of fali feeding ie flot usually so much
the loss of the grass covering from the
fild, as the destruction of the roots by
treading. A hard upland field is much
less injured by feeding, than a low îneadow
and the latter less irn a dry than in a wet
season. By drainage, the surplus water is
taken from the field. None can stand
upon its surface for a day after the main
ceases, The soit is compact and the hoofs
ot cattie make littie impre>sion upon it,
and the second or third crop may bc fed
off' with comparativety little damage.

If a weed be dug or puiled -âp froni
land that is wet and sticky it is lilcely to
strike root and grow again because earth
adhems to its moot whereas a stroke of the
hoe entirety sepamates the weeds in friable
soit fromn the eamtb and they die at once.
E'vemy farmer knows the différent effects
Of hoeing or of cultivating with the horse-
hoc or hamrow in a rain storro and in dry
weather. In one case the w2eds are
mather retreshed by the stirng, and in the
Other they are destroyed. The différence
beîwçeen the surface @f drained and water
soaked land is much the sanie as that
between land ini dry weather under good
cultivation and lan0ijust saturated withmain.

Again theme are maniy noxious weeds,
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0f the wondemful power of the soilt b
absorb moisture botb from the air and the
earth itself-by the deposition of dew as
well as by attraction- me shall treat of
more fuliy ini a subseqent issue as it is so
intimately connected with the present
topic.
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