
T_1-E MIUNICIFA-I- XVORLD

Muniipal Elections.

The municipal nominations, except as berein-
ter provided, will bcefield titis year on Friday the
znd day of December, and the council sbould,
)t later t han its mecting on the i5th December>ý
zs~sa by-law appointing a returniug officer, deputy
Sturning officers, and fil the klaces the nommna-
on, and polis will bie held. The clerk or other-
!turning officer should adverise day of nonia-
on not later than the 16th of lte monti. In the
ise of corporations whicb have been newly erect-
i, and the flrst election under the proclamation
r by-taw, by which the change was effected,
iall talce place ou irst Monday in January, next
ter the dtale of the proclamation or of the passingr lte by-law by which the change was made, lthe

Dmination shahlie proceeded with at the saine
me and in~ sanie manner as if sucit change had
mne into effect on the last Monday in Decemnber,
te date fixed for the nomination, and any return-
'g oflicer, appointed to hold the first election, is
ýquired to perform the same duties as the return-
ig officer of any other municipality.

Where the councdl of a county has passed a by-
.w before the 31st October, in accordance ilih
icroi s of, sction 91 of the Cousolidated

lanicpal ct, aking provision for a first elc-
oni in lthe junior township of a union, the return-
ig officer appointed is alse required to act in ac-
irdance with the provisions of the section refer-

nto.the duties of that office. In the case of
ýparation of union townships;, the first election of
uncillors is required to ha by general vote. lu

twnsblps and icorporated villages, flot divided
10o wards, lte election shail ba by general vote ;
heu divided int wards, the election ia required
i be held at the place or places where the last
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cil is rcquired by by-law to appoint places for
holding nominations for each ward, aud retunning
offlcers who shall hollI the saine, the places at
which the polis shall ba opened if required, sud
the deputy re turning officer who shall preside
thereat. The clerk of the municipality is always
the returning ohicer for the whole municipality.Where the election is flot by wards or pollingsub-
-divisions, the clerk is required to set as returning
officer, aud also to perforni the doutes ot deputy
returniug oticer Rt the polis.

The returning oficer appointed for each ward,
or the clerk, as the case niay ha, i5 required to pre-
side at the nomination meeting. Whenhec is
absent, the meeting may choose a chairm'-iu.
Nominations ulay ha received for one heur froni
the time flxed for holding the meeting. Whcre
there has been a delay in opening the meeting, it
is sometirnes advisablc to extettd the time, sud
shlow a full hour tu expire before closing the
meeting. A nomlination is required to ha moved
sud secondcd, Afi e no minations have beenl
received, and there la more tItan one candidate for
the samne office, lte candidates thenselves or any
elector should demnand a poil on behaif of the can-
didates. The returning oltlcer or chairman should
then adjouru Uie meeting until the firat Monday in
January, and state when sud where the polls witl

bopened.

Any person proposed for one or more offices
may resign at the nomination meeting, or the fol.
lowing day, or elcl for which office he is tu re-
main noinated, and failing to do this, he is tu bie
taken to ba noutiuated for lthe office in respect of
which he was firai proposed snd seconded. Any
person who wishcs to resign after the nomination
meeting, is required to do soin writing, signed by
bum sud attested by a witness. This is required to
lie delivered to the clerl flot later tItan the day
following te nomnio~n. It la distinetly stated
in section 117 of his Ac, that if a resignation i snot receivci at latest, on the day foilowing lthe
nomination, the cletrk or the returnung officer lias
ne alternative but te go on and hold the election.

t the hall Alter te nomination m*eeting, the clerk's duty
forenoon, le te sec that the ballots are prepared, aud that

con of Uic the ballot boxes sud other supplies required are
haîf past furnished te the <lcputy returnîng officers, Uic list
s a by..iaw of defaulters wbo have not paid their ineome tax,or mayor, required under the provisions of section i 19, musI
lie heid ln net ha forgoîten. Sections 120 te 141 states very
Dck in the fully the clerk's and returning offieer's duties in
iorporated regard te the preparation necessary for the elect-
i-law pro- ion. In performing these duties lie is flot to take)ra for Uice'instruction froni members of the ceuincil, if Uiey
me tume. interfere in axiy way with these provisions, as lie
,sacd, Uic aientei l able if they are flot carried out. The
sin towns poil will ha hellI on Monday thi t January, front
tewn also 9 a. m. 10 5 p. ni. Sections 142 tO 160 refer leination of Uic dttdes of the deputy returning oficer sud
d council- others, in regard to the taking of lte votes, and
e evening casting up Uic number gie or each candidate.
Tlie court- IThe deputy returning officers should bc furnislied

witli a eopy of the Municipal Ballot Act for their
information and referenc ntepromneo

vidcd mbt their duties. .e *u .h efrmneo
of reeves, IL s only now necessary te furnisit depoty re-to ha held turning officers with a certified copy of the printedwards the voecr's lit fer Uic ward or poîhing suli-division, acf reeve blank poil book muat b. suppiied, to ha used inoon, sud aceordauce with sub-sectiou 2 of section 143.of court- TItis suIt-section seems te direct the work te ha
ake place done by Uic poil clerk. The nermbers of Uicplace in council*muaI net forget that when fixing Uic

When a amounit te bc paid dcputy returning offleers, as iltown or shouid aise incinde lthe amounit te ha paid Uic poil
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Muaicipal Rlections and Polities.

The formation of political parties upon
differences as lu general principles or
methods of Provincial or Dominion policy
is useful and necessary. But it is rare in-
deed that auy sucli questions upon which
good men ought to differ, arise in connec-
tion with the conduet of municipal affairs.

There is no more reason for politics in
municipal matters than in a business cor-
poration, and good municipal officers can
only be secured by the unitcd action of
interested citizens. . Political divisions are
the great obstacles to this united action.
and in many cases prevent lte election of
the most capable and honest candidate-,.
lThe desire for recognition in eitber Pro-
vincial or Dominion pohtics is a strong
incentive and induces candidates to stir
up political feeling, and the resuit 15 a
contest ini wbich party is first and lthe
well-fare of the municipaliîy is second.
We would be very sorry to see politics in-
tri3duced int the Ontario municipal elec-
tions to the exteur to which il is in nuany of
the United States, but, judging from the
past, and lte practice followed in many
of the electoral divisions of bringing for-
ward ex-wardens, miayors and reeves as
candidates for political favor, we cannot
look forward to the remnoval of titis eleznent
in municiýal e!ections. In lthe United
States, political mnterference bas prevented
many good and capable citizens from iden-
tifying themselves in the management of
local aflàirs, and the result iF, titat in every
direction, legislation is being enacled
whicb tends to reroove in part lthe obnox-
ious influence of politics in municipal
affairs. iThe greatest evils exist in large
cities, where the system of appointing new
officials throughout, after each election,
causes great pressure to he brolght on
3uccessful candidates controlliiig tîte ap-
pointments;» to remove titis dimfculîy in
mnry of the larger cities, the mayor bas
the appointment of the heads of each de-
parbinent, and he is responsible directly
to the people for the conduct of bis
offici(als.

One of the dangers to be guarded
against in an election is prc mising favors
to otiters. Thtis lias destroyed the career
of many a councillor, Who, ini the excite-
ment of thte campaign, has been led to
commit hiniseif, and after tbe election ite
gees. whiwn tnn 15itp îp -4 i- -
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