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T HE Commissioner of Public Works of the city of New
York, bas set a good example to his contemporaries in

other cities, by adopting the suggestion of the Local Board of
Health to compel contractors making excavations in the city
for building or other purposes, to use disinfectants on the
work.

T HE cities of Toronto and London, Ont, have decided to
erect¯crematories for the disposai ofgarbage. The health

of the citizens of these cies bas long demanded action of ibis
character, and they should find cause for congratulation even in
ils tardy arrivai. It os to the credit of London, that although
the smailler city of the two, it took the initiatory step in this im.
portant reforn.

I N commenting on the conditions of the recent competition
for plans for a new Court House building at Woodstock,

Ont., we pointed out the extreme difiiculty,-if not the impossi-
bility, of constructing a building which should contam the ac-
commodation required, for the sum of $6oooo, the limit ni cost
fixed by the county authorities. This vie. seems to be justified
by the fact that it bas been found impossible to erect the build-
ing in accordance with the preferred design of Mr. Jas. Balfour,
architect, for less than $icoooo Mr. Balfour no doubt had in
mind the limit of ce in the preparation of bis design, and en-
deavored te approximate as closely as possible thereto, but the
extent of the requirements as compared with the fixed appro-
priation for the érection of the building, seems te have rendered
th. task impossible.

W E were somewhat surprised to be shown a copy of aletter from the Stonecutters' Union to different parties
in Toronto, stating that the Union intended to have a picnic
and that il took tbis menus of allowmig the parties to whom
those letters were addressed the opportunity of contributing to
the picnic funds. That a body of men of the standing of the
stonecutters in Toronto, and earning the wages which they do,
would se far forget their manhood, is more than ve can under-
stand. They surely do not propose te enter into compttion
witi the Fresh Air Society and seek te divert from that Society
futnds which it rtquires for the most excellent work which it is
doing in sending children who are sadly in need of the invigor.
ating influence of fresh air of the country, where they may en-
joy it for a- few short hours. One would suppose that men
earning 40 cents per hour, and having morewok than they can
do. would scorn to have others do for them what they are so
well able to do for themselves.

T HE plea is being urged by a Toronto newspaper that the
street cars should be run on Sundays in order that trades-

men, clerks, etc., might recuperate their wasted energies by
spending Sunday aI High Park or some of the other suburban
pleasure resorts. While there may be some ground for this
appeal, we.are disposed te coincide with the many .who have
expressed the opinion that the running of street cars on Sunday
wouid open the door for the indulgence of viciouns practices
which under existing circumstances cannot be carried on within
the limits of the city proper and under the watchfid eye of the
police. We fear that whatever benefits might be conferred by
the proposed new departure, would be more than counterbal-
anced by resultant evils. A much better plan in the interests of
the masses would be the establishment of a number of parks of
medium extent throughout the thickly-populated districts
of the city. These could be reached and enjoyed with hittle
exertion, and without entailing upon a considerable number of
persons the necessty of Sunday labor.

MEETING of the Board of Directors of the Ontario
Association of Architects was beld In Toronto on June

16th, to arrange preliminaries in connection with the approach-
ing annual convention in November. Some eight or ten papers
on a variety of interesting subjects have already been promised.
1It<s proposed to hold an exhibition of drawings at the Canadian
Institute rooms. Members of the Association are urged to
assist in making this exhibition as large and interesting as
possible. Those who may wish to send drawings for exhibition
should correspond with the Secretary of the Association on the
subject ai as early a date as possible. It is oiuended that the
convention shall extend over at least two days, and shitl include
a dmner on the evening of the first day. The Secretary bas
been in communication with the promotors of the movement in
Engiand for incorporation, and ftrom this source bas gained in-
formation which will prove of much service to the committee ap.
pointed by the Ontario Association to further similar objects in
Canada. This committee we are pleased te learn, is making
satisfactory progress with the work assigned to it.


