
STATUTORY CONDITIONS 0F FIRE INSURANCE with fairness' care andl justice; wben this is don
of lite and praperty wili be iimited to such as ari

j- Standard Methodla Have Corne te be Adopted and unavoldable and the .whoIe people will be pro
Reconizd hyLawbenefited. Some recent occurrences have emphi
Reconlzd byLawcommenta and shouki draw attention generally.

BY HENRY Lvn______

Between forty and fifty years ago every lire insurance "INCREASE ASSESSMENT ON IMPROVE
npany had ita owin special set of "conditions." Scarcely
or two sets were precisely alike, consequently the appor- Sask~atchewan Cities Must Assess at 60 Per Cet
lmnent of a loss was an abstruse matter, leading to the -Incarne front Real Estate Diminishe
option of various "rules," the ".Albany Rule" being often
oked to the prejudice of the assured, esch differing "raie" A proposai te requfre cdUes to increase theirmig utiiized as it appeared moat favorable to the fire insur- on fruprovements up to 60 per cent. of their vale companies as represented by their "«special agents," by taicing the inatter out of thc optional class, wasDrm, in those days, the settiement of lire claims were gezi- important clauses included i the amendmnts to IIl>" conducted. wbich were given a second reading ini the Saskal

Then a commission of judges and isurance agents for- sembly on January 27th. The question is an iml
lated the "Statutory Conditions" applicable to, ail policies baving been the subject of much debate not onlyering property i Ontario, which have been copied aimoat counicls o! the province but by a 'large number
raily in al tie provinces of Canada, and, after varlous in .vlew of tie apparent necessity for fiuding in(bs and triais, have becu upbeld as supersedig ail "con- cimes for the cities.
ons" not in accordance therewlth. RvesTxtoOue of tiiese statutory conditions made it ixnperative RvesTxto
t ail otiier exlsting insurances, made cither prior or sub- [n moving the second readiug of the bil, G(
ucut to thc policy i question, miust lie endorsed upon it minister -of municipal affairs, gave a brie! but
mnade it vold. review o! taxation and taxation niethods iu S2
The tendency of the Insurance companies bas always citics, i Uic course of wblch he referrcd to 'the

n te listen to thc complaints of the insurance agents and nient wblch had been experienced at thc failure c
kers, wbo bave always been iclined ta lie "ilieral" at Murray Haig te deal adequately with thc questia:
ýxpense of Uic lnaurvýnce companies, conzequently there new sources of revenue for-.the cities.

w up a gencral practice of l"permits for other insurance Pointig out that Uic icome dcrived by citiez
bout notice until required," wbich bas now been ablire- had materilly dlzninishcd durlng the past thi
ýed ta "other Insurance permltted," giving license for un- ycars as a resuît of the collapse o! the real estati
Ited amnounts of iziaurauce whlch inay be, in sorne cases, Langley went on to say that a great deal had
flflcd but in othera may be a menace te Uic safcty o! thc irecentiy of what hie describcd -as a beautil
pcrty covcred, or a cause of suspicion as ta Uic integrity "Broaden the basis o! taxation." This was a
le asaured and of the agent malcing Uic endorsement, as soundlng, rou.nded phrase which mlght be mac
iter a ftre, Uhe cause of which is not otherwiae explained, anythig. It bad been freqùently used by delej
amouni. o iaurance is found to be excessive. it ma hé, also by the leader of th~e opposition, but he doubi


