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THE SITUATION.

The Clayton-Bulwer treaty has been superseded by a

new treaty, under which the proposed Isthmian canal if

buîlt by the United States îs to be neuiralized, on the guar-

antee of contracting the powers ; but other nations are flot

to join as guarantors, as was proposed in a prior treaty

wbich the U nited States Senate refused to ratify, principal-

ly because it gave other European powers a say in the
matter.

The Anieer of Afghanistan, a royal pensioner of Eng-

land, is dead, and bis possible successor is said to be pro-

British. But in Afghanistan succession ta, the crown is

neyer undisputed. Russia wîll use ber influence ta settie

the question of succession, so as if possible ta, derive some

benefit from it. Enaland will do the same.

A sub-committee of the Assessmient Conîmiiiss;ion

have made a report for the cotmmissioni i ondr iii

which the suggestion to abolish the asesuen f pet-

sonal property is made, and to substituite a buisiness,

tax, based on the rental value. This is for people who

are ini business; but there are many people p)a >ing per-

sonal taxes who have no places cd business, auid dte

is nio tental on which a tax can be based. Are these

pçopie to escape taxation altogether? The difficulty of

collecting personal taxes is known and recognized; but

there are many other dîfficulties in life equally great,
before which the courage of men does îlot desert theni.
The sulb-comittee is represented as remarking in effect,
tl'at questions put by assessors are not 'trulv a-nswered.
This is a sad faling off froni the old Dutch standard
of integriîy, as tepresented by Adam Smith, when everv
mil wvillîingly told the whole truth about his inconie.
l'he orthiodox economists ai lay down the mile that the
public buirthen 's should be distributed accotding to the
ability of individuals to, beat themn. Will the proposed
substitute for personal taxes attain that end? Is the
rientai a m-an pays a fait criterion of the amount of
business hie doesj Far from this being truc, the vari-
ationis are great eniough to make the proposed plan
thorotughly inequitable iin practice. In the thîng substi-

tuted.i, >u f,i~ i em iý > , fr present evuls bcfldh foui;
the anmolli t ' ,i !e ret naif the fairilvý e f t1he axtujunt

\V]flf ascex îaVne, wnd be Ille niev pivî\',t ri nd w hich

tlîe old dispu te, iii a iiww forii, ,vould revolve. 'Ne are

soniit1iines tud ilat wh1en \Nou eau sce tlie thing. t be

as'.essed, voit caxînlot gon astrax . Illw coines it, then,

tliat so xiiany disputes arise over the value of .visible

property- For tfiati nater st)cks of gonds are visible,

;[nd over therm iiitedipue arIse ; over the value of

vis-iblec real pripet ispute eývurN day arise. The

assssfleitqUestion ýII a, Amoral question; to iiiaiiy peo-

pl,, are trying u) hift their fair share uf the public

burthens on to their neiglibor,' shotildex s. XVhen

frat.ds are cunuiiited, tie perp)etrato-r suffers ini moral

degnercy;and this is the worst thing that could hap-

peýn to) the indîvidual, wlio cuiigratulates liiself on his

succesýs in evaditig an obligation which, as a good citi-

zen, lie was bounfi tu ieet.

At a congress nif F-reicl-Canadliaiis, xx'hn have emi-

graied 10 tlie Uiîed Stte, eld at Springfield, Mass.,

tilt statement lvas made thlat these people, in New Eng-

land and tlie Szate of Nev York, couint one million

of souls. The resolutions passed show that, iii sorte re-

spects, they are iii at case in their new homne. A corn-

minIce on -,rievainces wvas appointcd. Their first coin-

plaint arisesý in conneieiL'l with their religion. At pres-

cnt ty hàý etl, put tup with priests w ho, th-,y coin-

pla"in, have nnly au înîiperfcct knowledge of the Frencli1

langu1,iage, Who are ulifaiuliar with thieit customis, hiabits

and traditions, and \\'ho soînetimes op)enîx express anti-

paiti\ for their traditions and hiablis. Lt looks as if
11t-se renchi-Canaians,ýii. in tlic States uwere preparing to

senld to Roine to ask the application of the remcedy

which thev desire. Ilitherto the American bishope

have given thei Irish and other priests, whom they

rtegarded as heing forced upon theni against their will.

They make other ecomplaints, which they have not

formulate(l ii r,',olutions,. Dr. La Rue, prcsident of the

conres, sronlyadvocated Separate SchGols, Frenchi

and Ca-thll(Iî, foýr expati iated Freneli-Canadians; he

wants thçeni 1( preserve, amid the Americanîsm and

Protestanitismn with which thcey are surromnded, a distinct

niational character of thecir owni. What hie desire., it to

he hie >çarcelv mnakes plain; wvhen hie talks of p)rçeev-

ing thecir nationaizl character hie probably maa

natioualiîv. if sucli a thing lie couceivable, withlout a

co)iiitryý, since tlhev can no longer claînt Canada. which

th(\- have left, and they cannoît claini France, of which

thev neyer wcre citizens, and which but kew of theni

hae ver seen. If they wvant to make Separate Schools

aiid the French language in Public Scîxools a distinct

question, it needs ? no seer to foretell that they are

doonîied to disappointment.

Of the French religions orders, only a little more

than five thrnusand, less than a third of the whole, have

applied ior civil authorization. Of the emnigrating

orders, vast numbers have flocked to England, where

it will be fortunate if sorte of theni do not create

trouble, seeing that jesuits, Passionisis and Assump-

tionists fcrm the great bulk of emigrants. They belolg

to that section of dh. Chuirch-it might, perhaps, be

askel what section now does not?--who believe that the

Catholic Church is a complete theocracy, with full


