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passage of the Act of i 886, andi who for ten ycars afterwa-.rd
actcd as Registrar, tlîat one of fli most glaring evils, and one
which wvorkcd miost lharn to tlic public axîd loss of dignity vto our
profession, wvas the fact that owing tu thc case withi which regis-
tration, could be effecteci, nîany itinerate medical mci camie to
]3ritishi Columibia as a miere matter cif speculation, stayeci a short
timie, doing a cash business only, and advertising iii the most
objectionable manner, and wvouId then leave tic country. Often
these individuals fraudulcntly m-acle use of the card and iîamc of
somne well-known specialist of Sanî Francisco or elscwliere, repre-
senting tlîat they xvere the mcen tlîenselves, or their partners.
Tlîhat the medical practitiancrs of \' ictaria wvere chief-ly instru-
mental in passing and ;ntroduciiig tlîis Act can be gathercd fromi
the minutes of the Britisli Columbia Medical Society (the first
Medical Society in *ht Province), whichi sprang into existence
just before the passing of this Act, but which, after a short but
active life, cluring wvhichi it hield six record meetings within the
short space of three weeks, seems ta have ceascd ta exist. A few
cxtracts fromi the minutes of tlîis pioneerial sacicty, I thinlc, wvil!
be intercsting. The first meeting wvas lield in Victoria on January
i5th, 188.5; present Drs. Davie, Mathews, Rowbothom, Jackson,
Milne, Dearden, Harrison, Taylor, J. D. I-elmcken, Ash, Pracger
and Powell. he I-on. J. S. I-elmncken wvas elected President;
Dr. Rowbothom,' Vice-President; Dr. J. D. I-{elimcken, Secretary-
Treasurer.

That the primary abject of the Society wvas medical legisia-
tion rnay be inferred frorn the fact that the second motion carried
(the first being anc giving the saciety a name), was one ta elect
a cammittee, composed of Drs. Davie, Harrison, and Milne, ta
frame a constitution for the Society and draft an Act ta regulate
the law gaverning the medical profession in Britishi Columbia.
This Committee acted promptly, for at a meeting held on the
2:2nd of Janpiary, just seven davs later, the following resolution-
wvas carried: " Tlat the Act as amended be accepted by the So-
ciety," and fliat the Conniittee, wvho had it in hand, be asked to
lay it befare the Attorney-Genéral. At this meeting letters were
also read fram Drs. Bentley, Trew,'and Masters, of New Wý\,est-
minster; and Drs. Walkem, Cluness, and Jones, of Nanaimo,
asking ta be enrolled as members of the Society. The last re-
corded meeting of this Society taok place an February 4th, 188-,
when a discussion taok place on ameudments proposed by meni-
bers from New 'Westminster. The chief fe-atures of the new Act,
whlich firnal1y passed the Legisiature an April 6th, 1886, were:
(i st) Registration of ail persans already registered under the aid
Act, and further, the registratian of ail persans upan application
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