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THE WIDENING 0F THE SCOPE 0F ABDOMINAL SURGERY FROM
LIFE-SAVING TO HEALTH-RESTORING OPERATIONS*.

BvY ARTHUR ýE. Gi,;,M),B.Sc., F.I1C.S.,
surgeon to the Cheisea Hospital for Womnen; Gynecologl.gt to the Prince of

Wales' Generai Ilospitai, Tottenhain.

It is iinteresting to recail the fact that abdominal stirgery is
only a littie over a hiuîidred yrsold ; beeanse, although various
abdominal operations have beeîî l)crforîîîed by beroie surgeons
from. the earliest tinies, it -was the establishment upon a secure
basis of the operation of ovariotomy that seeured. the proper recog-
nition of abdoinal surgery gerierallv. The first successful ovari-
otorny was one of flic trium1 )hs of tlhe New World, for it wvas
performed by Ephraimi McD)owelI, of Kentucky, iii the year 1809.
Naturally, this bistorical case (Sd not by itself establish ovariotomny
iipon a sedure basis; on the contrary, for many years there wvas
iuch opposition and there were few cases. MceDowell hiniself per-

formed the operation only twelve times, witlh cight recoveries; and
for the span of a generation the attitude of the profession was
mnainly one cither of seepticismn or of more or less thinly veiled
disapproval. The next iw~portant advance was made by Charles
Clay, of Manchester; bis first successful ovariotoi-ny was ini 1842,
and in ail he operated on three hundred and ninety-five patients,
with one hundred and one deatbs, bis inortality being thus about
9,5 per cent. Think of the courage that mnust bave been required
to persevere in the performance and the advocacy of an operation

-Address in Surgery, Canadian Medical Association, Edmonton,
August, 1912.


