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in. tho.memorandum—+but: they -did ‘not actin
flt:at:';,p o spirit towa chools of a Catholic cha-
pacters™ T S ' .

15 could-not be: expected, my Lord, that the Co.-
thalics of the empire would be satisfied with such an
anﬁg‘ﬂ_ﬁetnt, jn whicli we ‘seck in vain for any proof
?grlggﬁ‘@ig;.l _Wero such s thing done in Naples or
S puiﬁ’, BT \‘-,':ould be a.t.tributcd toa nurrO\g-zlnInded,
aliberal;: bigoted policy,. unworthy of the age we
"vﬁ’;g eaid _tha.t. the schools en_r]owed‘ out of the Pa-
sriotic Fund will be open to ch{ldren of avery creed,
and that, _thert:fo_re, 1o ohe will hn.n_: just gr9un_ds
for complaint. N_ow wha_ﬂ; dpcs thxs‘meuq! [.ts
gimple meaniog ‘evidently is this, that Catholic chil-
dren will be received.into schools, such as the Union
Schools of England, known to be “openly and almost
apowedly proselylising, where superiors, wmnsters,
books, teaching—everything is Protestant, wh_ere
their own religion will be looked on as sowetling
degrading and dishonorable, und where_their faith
will be exposed to imminent dt}nger. We cannot
consider the admission of Catholic children intosuch
establishments as & baou. o .

There are severdl _schoo]s of jhls m.lxed k]!]d al-
ready existing to whieh Catholic scaldmrs' children
are admitted, such as the Duke of York's Schoel at
Ulelses, and the Hibernian School near Dublin ; and,
from what we lknow of their management, we may
form au estimate of what Cntl_xollcs are to expect,
and how they are to be treated in the institutions en-
dowed by the Commissioners, with whiclt you think
we should be satisfied.

In the Duke of Yorl's School I have learned that
there nre some fifteen or twenty Catholic boys thrown
in among three or fonr hundred Protestunt compa-
nions. The poor children have been left in ignorance
of their catechism, and never prepared to approach
the holy sacraments of the Church. Perhaps the

place is so closed against the Catholic priest that he
has scarcely ever been called to administer the lagt
ritea to a dying child. Protestantism iz the ruling
spirit of the place; all those bearing authority pro-
fess it; and Catholicity is looked on with contempt.
This may be called a very good school for Protest-
ants ; but is il a desirable place for the education of
a Catholic child ?

The Hibernian School has been established prinei-
pally for the children of Irish soldiers. As we are
nere in a Catbolic country, and in a Catholic city,
and as ¢ great mass of our Irish soldiers are Catho-
lics, one world expect that in this school the great-
est imparaality would be displayed, and Catholic in-
terests and leelings duly respected.  Let us see what
is really the case. In the first pluce the board of
government, the commander, and all (he officers, are
Protestant, if you except, perhaps, one sergeant. Se-
condly, nll the teachers or masters are Protestant.—
Thirdly, the zo-called Chelsea monitors are Protest-
ant. Fourtbly, the other monitors are all, with very
few, if any, exceptious, Protestant.  Fifthly, in the
school-rooms there are Protestant Bibles and prayer-
books on the desks, and they nre also scattered
through other parts of the house, so that to whatso-
ever side & Catholic boy turus himself, there he finds
some temptation to Protestantism. Sixthly, the books
used for literary instruction, such as the histerical
compendiums prepared by a Protestant elergyman,
the Rev. Me, Gleig, are very objectionable, and con-
win many things contrary to the tenching of oyr
Church and oifensive to our ears.

The Cutholic childven in this school are not allow-
ed ta exceed one third of the entire number of pupils
on the ground that unly onc-third of the army is Ca-
tholic. 1f this rule were upplicd to all asylums it
could be defended. But it is not extended to Eng-
land. In the Duke of York’s school, for example, the
Catliolics are not, T believe, one-twentieth purt, and
if you take all the asylums of Iingland and lreland
together, the Catholic children will probably not
amount to the teath part of the whole number, and
the Catholic superiors and masters are nus probubly
ong in o hundred. 1f one-half of the army, or even
one-third of the whole army, consists of Catliolics, it
is clear from this statement that no adequate provi-
sion is made for their orphans, and no regard paid
io their relative proportion.

The limitaticu of the number of Catholics admit.
ted into the Hiberniau School is o grievance beeause,
when o widow applies for a place for her child, and
is informed that the number of Catholics is com-
plety, she is often tempted to enter bim as a Protest-
ant, and to sacrilice hLis faith in order to provide for
his support, and the temptation is increased as there
is 20 Catholic officer to superintend the registry. 1
have known, myself, the case of one poor womin,
who hetenyed hier conscrence zo0 fur as to net in this
wnhappy way. lHer son bhad been baptised at the
Catholic Church of St. Nicholas, had been to con-
fossion several times, and had attended the school of
the Christinn Brothers, Vet he was cntered as o
Protestant in the Hibernian School.  In the progress
of time, this woman, falling intv & dangerous sick-
ness, and seeing death approiach, was so terrified at
the dreadful snecount wiieh ahe was about to render
tw the Frernal Judge for having suerificed the faith
of hov ehild, that, it was feared, she would dic in a
most hopeless and deplorable state of despair. HHow-
ever, through the merey of God, she succeeded in
rescuing ler son frow the schoul, and providing for
his education betvre her desth, and Laving done so,
she resigned hier spirit in pence to her Creator. ler
o is now grown up, and reeollects all the cireum-
stanees of his case.  Uabappily, there ave other mao-
thers Liere in lreland, perhaps many who bave acted
in the same way towards their children, and allowed
them to be educated in n religion not their own.
They often, withoul doubt, fecl the severest remorse
of conscience. Must we not condemn the system
which,s the oceasion of such evil ?

. These details may appear tedious and out of place;
hut they bear closcly on the subject which we are
treating.  Forf, in an institation beve in Dublip, in
2 Catholic city and a Catholic country, and under
ihe shadow of the residence of a most liberal Vice-
roy, so little attention is paid to the rights and inter-
sts of Cutholies, what can be expecied in institu-
tous endowed frowm Lhe Patriotic I'und in England,
where Protestantism has so great n preponderance ?

Having said so mueh of schools at liome, you will
now permit me to call your attention fur & moment
W India. Ttis to the collection, now being made
for the relief of the sufferers from the late matiny in
that country that this leller owes its origin; and as
the distribution of the fund must be commisted to
person residing tiere, it cannot be deemed super-
ﬂu(_ms Lo examine what ure the feelings toward our
_Te]l'gion of those who might pethaps be trusted with
U8 management, and whether any tendency has beeu
displayed in-that remote region, to apply public
funds to the perversion of Catholie children?

s an illustration of these important gquestious I
will merely refer to the public orphanages, and the
?chools for the education of children belonging to
tlle-se\'cral regiments in [ndis, and the controversics
Which have arisen about them. I have selected these
ples—firstly, because itis in the management of
cdugulionnl establishiments that the greatest evils
are inflicled on Catholic children ; and, secondly,
Licause the wccounts which we have collected of
the state of regimental schools and asylums for sol-
diess’ orphnns abroad while serving to illustrate and
confirm what las been stated about the Duke of

‘York's school, the Ifibernian schooi, and the mixed
institutions endowed out of the Patriotic Fund, will
algo open the eyes of the public to the way in which
it regimental schools are conducted hiere at home.

The orphinages in Indin were established in parl
by subscriptions rnised among the soldicrs both Ga-
thalic ang Protestant, .with Lhe understarding that
fvery child should be reared in the religion of its
Parenls; but as these institutions werc comnitted to
the care of the Protestant chaplains, they soon
C_&ngcd their original character. ¢ T call these in-
Stitutions Protestant, says Dr. Carew, Archbishop of
Yessa, Iate Viear-Apostolic of Calcutta, in & report
on the Stateof Cntholicity, printed in 1863, page 20+

geticrosity or-justice, or any protection’

: ¢ T call ‘these institutions Protestant, for such they
must-be acéounted to be, by whatever name they
may be officially designated, as their'whole systemis
openly and avowedly incompatible with Catholicity,
both in doctrine and discipline.” :
" The Very Rev. Dr. TFennelly, the present Vicar-
General of Madras, confirms this complaint in an
able pamphlet publishied this year. At page 22, he
observes :—** If there be one instance more than an-
other in which the Catholic servants of Government
have felt specially aggrieved it has been in the ne-
glec, if not worse than neglect, of their Catholic
orphan ¢luldren—Asylums had been, from a very
early date, established at theseveral seals of Govern-
ment, for the maintenance and educntion of the or-
phian children of deceased soldiers. Those institu-
tions to whese establishment Culholic and Protestunt
soldiers conlributed alike were conducted on strictly
Protestant principles; they were open to I'rotestants
but, notwithstanding T.ord Dalbousie’s statement to
the contrary, they were closed to Catholice,  There
wias no admittance for Gatholic orphans, except on
condition of renouncing the religion of their parents.”
Perhaps the condition of Catholic orphuns will be
placed in a clearer light by some extraets from the
evidence of an officer of the Kast India Compnny,
Dr. Staunton Cahill; whom we bave alrcady men-
tioned. At page 106 of the Sixth Report on Incian
Territories, we find the following passages :—
Question 9146. “ You have stated that the mili-
tary asylums were avowedly to proselytise; do you
menn that that was their professional purpose, or
that proselytism was the tendency of the rules and
practice ?”

Answer, It was the tendency of their rules and
practice. The managers, generally speaking, were

Protestant chapiains, who did not hesitate to say that
their by-laws compelled them to bring up the chil-
dren as Proteztants; and, therefore, by the word
Cavowedly' I mean that, it you ask them why the
children are not permitted to attend the worship of
their fathers, they tell you this institution i3 entirely
I’rotestant.”

Apain, at page 108:

Question 9173, “ When you say that the princi-
ple of the establishment is 1o proselytize the children
of Roman Catholics, do you not revert to your ori-
ginal statement, without the ¢ualification which you
have addressed to the bonorable and learncd mem-
ber who recently examined you ?”

Answer. 1 consider that an institution which
prevents a child from attending any worship except
that of the Church of England, is avowedly intended
to prosclytise ; that is my opinion. Probably theex-
pression may be somewhat too strong, but the result,
[ think, justifies it”

Qiestion 9174, p. 109, #1s the admission of =n
child to that institution compulsory?”

Answer. ¥ That requires explanation, It iz not
compulsory : but a child bereft of his father in a
country like India has no other asylum to go to.”

Question 9,143, p. 106, What was the result of
thut education which precindes from chitdren at-
tending Catholic places of worship?™”

Anzwer. “The resalt was that they all beeame
compulsorify Protestants; and that was the result of
which the men complained.”

Here we see, my lord, that funds raised from Ca-
tholies as well us Protestants; were applied to the
purpose of teaching Irotestantism to poor Catholic
children—of * muaking them compulsorily Protes-
tants.” T know it js boldly asserted at preseut that
public opinien would not tolerate such an abuse of
confidence for n single moment; yet who has raised

tndin, or what steps have Leen takean to correet it?
What Las been done for the pust may be repeited,
and as the surplus of the Patriotic und has been
employed in favor of Protestant ingtiwutions in Eng-
land, so the residuc of the Iudian Fund may be de-
voted, unless precantions be adopted, the endowment
of anti-Catholic orphanages and asylums in Tndin.

The regimental schools hear a great resemblance
to the orphanagesin their anti-Catholic characier.
T again gnote Dr. Curew, Archbishhop of Edesss,
who was uciversally respected, and whose authority
no one will question :—

“fhe whole system,” says he, “on which those
schools are grounded and governed, is in spirit and
essence thoroughly Protestant, and wholly incom-
patible with Catholicity. By the liberality of one or
another commanding officer, its characteristic in-
tolerance is occasionally mitigated and rendered
more endurable; but, even in these cases, and they
are of rare vecurrence, enougl still remains to make
the resort of Catholic pupils to them most danger-
ous to their fuith, #nd, by consequence, to the mor-
ality also. o effeer, the principles on which they
are conducted are derived from the Articles of War,
whicl were drawn up when Catholic soldiers were
not recognised as such, and were uot sllowed reli-
gious liberty @ a fundamental ehange iz ealled for in
this department of the army.’—(Report already
quoted.)

The Very Rev, Viear-Gueaeral of Malras explaing
the present condition of things more fully. At page
24 of the pnmphlet already mentioned we read :—

% The garrison and regimenial schools at the se-
veral military stations have heen also practically
and effectunlly closed against Catholics. The edu-
sation in these severnl cstablishnients has ever beea
as Protestant as anti-Catholic bigotry could make
it. The Catholic clergymau has had no right even
to visit these schools.  The books have been Protes-
tant—the teachers Protestant—the instructions es-
sentinlly Protestant. It may be said that the rules
of these regimental schouls provide ample security
for Catholic children, inasmuch as the Iatter are not
required 1o assist al Protestant prayers nov at reli-
gious instroction, in case their parents declare in
writing their unwillingness to have their children
present on such oceasions,  But this yvule, however
liberal in appearance, is only a snave for werk-minded
parents.  [rois well known that there are always to
be found in India very pious commanding oflicers—
men of the BExeter ITall class—who uke no secret
of their Protestant predilections, and of their dislike
to every thing Catholic. 1t is fuir Lo expose 2 -
ple, timid, wealk-minded privite soldier to the dunger
on the one hand, of incwrring the displeasure ol his
superior officer, whiclt he feels wonld vesult from his
forbidding s children to be present at religious in-
etruction tn the schools; or, on the other, to the
danger of violating his conseicnce by withholding,
through tear of his officer, the prohibition necessary
to guard the faith of his children? s not the rule
itself an insalt to the Cathelic suldier? does it not
imply an inferiority most offensive to him? ~ But-sup-
pose ihe most favorable case that the soblior gave
the prolibitory order in writing, &t the visk of incnr-
ring his superiors displeasure ; suppose the Gatholie
pupils te absent themselves from Protestant prayers
and religions instruction, these schools are iu their
constitution und in their operation so thoroughly
Protestant, that Catholic ehildren cannat frequent
them without danger to their faith. So much are
the schools dreaded nnd so itmminent is the danger to
the Catholic youth frequenting them, that in practice
o Catholic parent who sends his children Lo tiewn, Is
not admitted to sacraments.

«phe COntholic soldier, in addition to the nany
other burdens from which his Protestant comride
was relieved, has bad, as previousty pointed out, Lo
maiutain an orphanage to shelter and educate his de-
censed comrade’s children ; lie had also to conwribnie
to the maintenance of Cathelic schools for the in-
struction of his children, Catholic schools huve been
long cstablished at the principai stations througl‘mut-
Indin and maintained at very great expense. They
are found to work well, Some of thew arc not infe-
rior to the best European seminaries, though in the
greater number the primary eduestion ?f children,
whether in English or the vernacular is alone at-
tempied. . . X

4By a late order of the President of the Council of
Indin in Council, the Gathalic soldier is cpmmn_ndcd,
under & heavy pennlty, to withdraw his children

from the Catholic schools, where they received a

his voice ngainst the system so long prevalent in

sound religious ‘education,'and a literary ediieation’
at leust not inferior to ' that provided for ‘them else-
where, and to send ‘them' to-the'garrigon ‘and regi-
mental schools, which ‘constitited 23 they are dnd

ever have been;, Catholics caonot regard as' othér
then engines of proselytism. The peaalty for diso-

bedience to this arbitrary regulation is, forfeitnre by
the unfortunate parent of the subsislence allowance

(two and a half rupees, or five shillitgs = month for

each child above four years of age who may be ub-

sent.” N

We have given this very long extrict from Dr.
Fennelly'a report, because itso fully explainsthe griev-
ance of the regimental schools—a grievanc of which
Ircland fms to conplain as weil ws India. Itis s
grievance well worthy of the attention of Govern-
ment, and which ought 10 be redresged withous de-
lay. If things be left 8 they are, if Cathelic chil-
dren be required to use books containing Protestant
doctrine, ar if Gatholic soldices be required to give a
written declarntion that they do not wish their chil-
dren to attend at Protestent prayers, whilst Protest-
ant soldiers are not called on to deelare that they de
not wigh their clildren to assist et Cathalic pragers,
u discontented and angry feeling will be evoked.—
Let men who are fighting the same buttley be puz on
u footing of equalit,y ; let no invidious distinction be
drawn between them ; let Catholic soldiers know
that their children will be educated in their own re-
ligion nnd under theiv own pastors, a3 i3 the cuse
with Protestant gehildren and all the evils arising
from partiality will be prevented.

The very unsutisfactacy treatment af Catholie chil-
dren in the regimentul schools bus been for a long
time the ocausion of great trouble to the Viear-Apos-
tolic umd the Cautholic clergy of Madras. The Catho-
lic Bishop, after huving used every menng of concil-
iation and remonstrance in vain declured thiat no one
could be regurded as a true child of the Catholic
Church, who senthis children to the regimental schou)
whilst anti-Catholic doctrines were inculested, aud
anti-Catholic buoks used in them. Is duing so the
bishop merely fulfilled his duty as a warehful pastor
pointing to the dungers to which the tender lumbs of
the fold were exposed. His inatructions were pub-
lished by the clergy from the pulpit, and expleived
to their congregutions. Now wiat wa3 the conduct
of the autboritiea? Lord Harris, the Governor, in-
stead of redressing the gricvances complained of, and
removing the obuoxions bouks, thonght it more be-
coming bis dignily to issue a “ minute” to the mili-
tary authorities abont the bishop and clergy, in
which we find the following words in reference o
the demund made by the bishop to remove anti-Ca-
tholic works :— )

b It may possibly be asked, is it then necessaay Lo
exclude the Bible from the schools ? for thay will
cerainly be required next.

S Certainly nol; we are nol o oulmgs our ewn
eonsciences fur the purpose of pandering to th: de-
mands of w system of priesteraft, which is stili cn-
deavoring to enfores the ignorance of the dark ages.

$#To dw so would be, in 1y opinion, to rezign the
religious and intellectunl victory gained at the Re-
furmation, in order to mollify & turbulent priesthoud,
who will nccept no compromise, and who can, if
they are true to their principles, be satisfied with
nothing less than complete predomiasnnce.

The document, of which we huve given thig ex-
tract, is dated Govermument House, May 30ih, 1857,
and s sigued, Harris.  We shall not atteapt to chu-
racterise the spiriv which it breatbes,  But has it, let
us ask, been dictated by prudenceand policy 7 Waus
it expedicnt o adopt langunge i1 days of wide-
spread muting and sedition o offensive to millions
of her Majesty's subjects ¥ wis it becoming tu fusult
the religions feelings of two hundred miliiens of
Guthalies spread throagh every nation of the earth?
Lleave it to your lordslip to determ ne. Al T shull
sny is, that when we see wen holding the highest
uflices in I[ndin descending to such recriminutious,
and to u vivlenee of languuge better suited tw the
meeting 0 an QOrange ledge thza o the council-
room of statesmen, we cannot but feel that great
vigilunce i3 uecessery, lest that spirit of intoleruace,
which manifests itself in acts of public administra-
tion, should extend itself to Lhe application of velief)
and the contributions of benevolence and charity be
perverted to the purpuses of pecuniary prosclytism
usnd the destruction of the Cathelic faith,

To show how vain and uvscless 1t i3 to attempt to
prapagate error ov suppress teuth by the means just
indicated, let us remark jn pagsing, thut, nutwith-
standing the avowed hostility to the Catlolic reli-
gion, and the other difliculties against which iz hus
to contend ; notwithsinding the immense revenue
expended upon ihe various Protestzot missionaries,
wnd the attempts made to pervert Gatholie orphans,
the great preponderance of Unthulicily eannou be
questioned.  Whilsy the ancient faith counts its huu-
dreds and hundreds of thousands in fudia, Peotest-
antism s wsearly coonfined 10 the cirele of Beitish
residents in that country.  No provisce in India, not
even n village, hag ever adupted that furm of belief,
or can fairly be designated Protestunt. o little
hold has Protestantisin on the mind of the naiives,
that o Chief Guvernor of Indin, whose knowledge of
the country cannot be questioned, is said o bave
lately annoanced as his opinion, in bis plaee tu par-
linment, that it the English were now driven trum
Hindostan, they would scarcely leave behind them o
dozen Protestants.  The teaching adopted in that
country, so fur from disposing the netive population
of lier Majesty's domiuions fur the recepiion of Ghris-
tinaity, hay, iLappears, produced o contrary etfeet,
The Right Rev. De. Carr, 1 Protestant Bighaop, in iy
exwminetion before a Seteet Purlismentiry Comemin-
tee, wiready quoted, spraking of the natives educated
in the Government Schools observes 1 —

S They arc nol only infidels as to their owa system,
but they haer been supplicd with the objections of Kuro-
pean tntividusls to Crristiunity "—Sixth Report, page
137, question 9385,

We have weated at such length on proselytiam, an
the endownenuts of Protestant schools out of the Pu-
triotic Fumd, and ou the cluracter of the edaeativn
which is given to the children of Cathulic soldiers
at home and abroad; that we can devote but litthe
space to any other topic. IHowever, 1 eannot avoid
relerring to some statements in my letier o Monsig-
pure Yore which luve been impugned.  These state-
ments were werely incidental; wod whether consi-
dered ncenrite or not, conld not affect the great
questions at issne viz: whether we had any grounds

for alurm on the scure of proselytism, und whether
we should be perfectly satisfied with the allocativn

of the surplus of the Patriotic Fund Lo Protestant
establishmeats. We have, 1 trust, satistied your
lordship on these two importent questions, T will
now cadewvor to remore the objections made to
iucidental assertious.

Oue of the geonnds of complaint against the Com-
wissivners which Leutertained wasg, that when nasist-
ance was geanted in this city, a person was em-
ployed o administer it, who selected n Protesuant
churcl: a3, the plice fur doling it out to Catholic
widows and orplins,  Your lurdship says T was de-
ceived when I unudde that complaint, The groundz
fur making it witl, T think, be deemed satistactory.
When writing, I hadd in my possession letters of the
chaplnin of the Dublin garrison, Rev. Me, Hort, in
one of which he stnted that be hud “upwards of o
thousand sol liers wives and ciillren o pay allowance
lo. He added in the sume letter, “ [ make no dis-
linction whatever in reference o creed in dispensing
public money. Oul of u thousnnd women and children
on my books at this moment, nearly tiwo-thirls are Ca-
tholic. Iu another letter of o later date, speaking of
the Patrintic Fund, he suys, 1 am in constant com-
muaivation with the secreturivs in Loadon ; indeed 1
received the thunks of the Commissioners fur any litile
keln I kave heen able to afford them™ To remave
every dunger of misnnderatunding about these let-
ters, it may lie a8 well to state that they were writ-
ten hy the Rev. Mv. Hort, to the Honorable Thomas
Preston, ann of Vit unt Gormanaton, and hear date

-rezpectively §th October, 1855 wnd 12th Qclober of
the sume year. : ‘

" Supposing, a3 hiz own: words induced me to do,
“that the Rev. Mr. Hort'was acting for the Commis-
sioners, I complained that such agency had beenem-
ployed. - It did not appear filir that the- carc of 'so
many Catholic widows and children should be given
‘to o Protestant clergyman, whilst such ‘a spirit of
proselytism exists in this class in Dublin a spirit of
which I thought his acts bad given indication. Some
time befure, in one of the newspapers of this city, he
had published o letter, inviting others of his brother
clergymen to make collections for the purpese of es-
tablishing a home in England for soldiers’ children,
to be educated in the principles of the Protestant re-
ligion. If such a home were instituted only for the
children of Protestant soldiers, cne would not object
to it; but usit was clear from the advertisement thnt
it wag intended for the children of any soldicrs, whe-
ther Catholie or Protestaut, and asin it all children
were to be edueated in Protestantism, it appeared to
assume the ckaracter of » proselytising school, Be-
gitles, it was knowa to the whole city that the same
reverend gentlomen doled ont their pittunce to” Cn-
tholic widows aad children inw Protestant church or
vestry, aud I had heard the complaints of some of
these poer persons, who considered themselves de-
graded and humilizted by the way in which they were
trested, and had to do violence to their cnns{;icuccs
wheu entering or remaining in o house of worship
from which they dissented.  Were the fund distribut-
ed by a Catholic priest in a vestry of a Cuatholic
church ? were hundreds of Protestant orphans and
widows ovliged to present themselves in that charch
to receive relief, the press of England would mise a
viulent outery sgainst his conduct, and his bigotry
would be derounced from oue end of the cmpire 1o
the other.

In my letter I stzted also that, as far as [ could
learn, no relief had been granted in Dublin, in con-
sequence of the recommendation of Cathulic clergy-
men, to widows and orphans,  Your loedship seems
to cumplain of this assertion, but in substance you
confirny it:—* I think it probuble.” you say, *that
applicationz by Romna Catholic clergymen of Dub-
lin fur money, to be remitted to them, fur distribution
by them among chiimants of their own creed, west
not complied with.”

In one tnsteuce [ recollect that the memorial of o
poor woman was forwarded to one of the Commis-
sioners by a Catbolic clergyman of this city, The
Commissioner kindly replied, “1 have forwarded the
memorial to the Secremry of the Patriotic Fund Com-
migsioners.”  This letter, duted 11th September, with-
out the year, is lying before me.

Soon after the woman in question stated that she
hind been called on by the Protestant chaplain, swd
examinel on the truih of the fucts alleged in the me-
marial, and that, baving satisfied him, sl soon ob-
tarped the desired reficf, not in conseguence of the
mewwrinl alveady seat, but of the fuvorable report of
the parson. I have ne reason o doubting this wo-
maw's stutcnent, from which I concluded that the
Protestant clergyman's recemmendation wia neces-
BTy to seclre success to any application.  This opi-
nion is in coufonnity with « curd issued by the Comn-
missioaers, in which it iz stuted that applications for
gratuities of pon-comwissioned officers snd soldiers,
should be proferred thraugh the pindster uf the pasisi,
or w resident muogdvirale, Y have une of these cards
in my poasession.

Butif in reality any grants were made in Dublin
(I did not speak of other plaees), ut the solicitation
of Catholic prieats, let the seeretary of your Com-
mission mention the particalar cases, and 1 shatl im-
medintely acknowledge my mistuke. Vutit then, 1
must adhere to my former aasertion, snd alse heg to
expressg my sarprise that, whereas the Protestant
chapliin had the care of upwards of o thousand wi-
dows and children, of whom more than two-thirds
were Cutholic, and received a vote of thanks from
the Commigsioners for his services, Catholic clergy-
men seemed to be altogether ignored.

T atated also in my letter ¢ that the good Sisters of
Mercy and of 3t. Glare, and other religious commu-
nities, offered their services to Lthe managees of the
Prtriatic Fund, for the education, at a teifng ox-
pense, of the female orphans of the Cathslic soldiers.
Answers were gent to their proposids, bul I believe
there was not one single orphan committesd 10 their
care in Dublin, and, I suppose, the same may be said
of the rest of Ireland.” The sratemenrts here wmade
canuot, | believe, be contradieted.  On the 6t Jan.
lust, Me. Mugford, vae of the persons iv the office” of
the Comntigsioners, wrote the fullowing letter to the
superioress of the Sisters of Merey - —

¢ Hadem—BRelerring to my tetier of the 1T uli,
Fhave the houor to request that you will favor me
with a supply of presentation formws for your jnstitn-
tion, There are are two children al this woement
waiting for admission, but they eannot e sent for
want ot those forms.  Similar furms bave been re-
ceived froma the Female Orphan House, Harolds
Cross.

Notwithstanding the hopes hield out ju this Jetter,
Fhave been assured that the Commissioners have
gent ko children w the school of the Sisters of Merey
ur Lo any othier Gatholie school in bublin, 1 my iu-
furmation be incorreet, et the secretaries publish thie
nanws of the ehitdeeu, and the sehools where they
are, und I will taakfully acknowicdge my error.
Tty true that gome fesw children have been placed
i convents in Bogland, aod, perhaps, in some parts
of Irclund, though I do ot know of any. Bub they
are exceedingly tew, and very objectionable condi-
tions nre exacted before children wre sent, vz, © that
when the school which is about to be baitt tor the
Comuaissioners, shull be opened, all shall be placed
there, or the allowance discontinued ;7 just as if the
Comuissioners, not the surviving parent, had a right
to determine the education to be given to « child, or
a3 if the childrea were the propeety of the Commis-
sioners or of the Sule, nccording to the maxim
adopted by the ald republicnsy in Frunce,

Bt in grder to gettle every question abont the pro-
ceedings of the Commissioners, or rather of their
aganty, it would be most desirable that a complote
return should b given of oll the orphaws provided
for by the Cumwissioners, stating how muny Catho-
lie childrea have been placed in Untholic schools and
in what gchools, how many Catholic children in Pro-
testnnt schools, usalso how many Protestant children
have been placed in schiools of their own plrstazion,
and whether any have heen placed in Catholic
schools.  Were your lordship to order a return of
thig kind, yon would put an end most cflectuatly to
many doubts, zud prevent much controversy.

It hag been stated, that Catholic mothers were not
willing to pluce their children in Cutholic religious
institutions, xnd that this was the reason why Catlio-
lic children were not senl Lo such places. Mr. Muw-
ford’s letter, just quoted, shows that this statement
wes not always correct; and some other explanation
must be given for the absence of Catholic orphans
from our schools. [ have in my possession a leiter
from a respecteble gentleman in this city, wlich
throws rome light upon the subjeet.

From this letter it appears that o Mrs. Norris, a
#soldier's widow, was permitted to place her daughter
in & couvent school, but before doing o it was ne-
cessary to get a card of paper signed by some official
of the Commwissioners here in Dublin. [Iler request
to obitain the necesssry aignature for St. Clare’s Or-
phanage was very ungraciously received, and gle
sent away without a satisfaclory answer. She re-
turned another day, and, a3 her petition to plnce her
child in St, Clare’s had not been suceessful, she asked
for & card of admission to the Sisters of Merey. The
official nu this oceasion wag more uncivil thun before
aud reproached the poor woman with her ficklencss
nnd incongistency. Mra. Norria mentioned her disap-
pointment tosome Protestant friend who recommend-
ed her to leave the selection of the school to the offi-
cial himself. Returning a third time, she acted as
ghe had been directed, and the officinl most kindly
fitled papers for herail at once, and the child was
sent to o Protestant school, though the mother hud
always heen a Catholic. o

Some cages'as this, my lord, show how proselytism
could he esrried on, and fully justify the complaints

made by Oatholics regarding the® administration of
the Patriotic Fund.- If soldiers” widows, when they -
hdad to treat with certain officials, consented to se~
crifice the faith of ' their children, everything' was
made edsy and agreeable for them if they spoke af
religious institutions, obstacles were thrown in their
way, which, to poor, weak and afllicted woman, ap-
peared insurmountable. - ‘ A
In my letter to Dr. Yore, I expressed mysclf ag'
follows :— A5 nearly one-half of the army consistw:
of Catholics, very probably one-half of the orphani
to he received in the projected houee will be of the
same religion.  Now, let me agk, how many Catbo~
lies.will be employed in superintending the cducs-
tion of these Catholic children? Most probably
there will not be even one ; und, nnder such circum-
stances, what chance will the poor children have of
vetuining the religion of their fathers 77

When Istated in this paragrapl, that in the new
schools for soldicrs’ song and daughters aboutl to be
openced, probubly o Catholic teacher would e em-
ployed, and that the edweation would be in the
handsg and under the coutrol of Protestauts, though
it might be expected thnt half the children would be
of Catholic parents, [ was arguiug from analogy,
andt fram what T knew of the Dule of York's Schaol
whe Hibernin School, and the orphanages and the
vegimental schools at home and abroad. If your
lordship will adopt measures to have o number of
Gatholic managers and teachers placed over the new
schools porportionate to the number of Catholics in
the army, I will admit that my conjecturcs were
without foundation.  But until somclhing of that
kind is done to indicate u change of system, am b
not justified in forming my opinion of the future not
only from the past, but from what we see under pur
eyes nt present,

As to the number of Catholic soldiers, 1 gave it as
wy opinion, that they constituted not one-falf of the
army, an assertion incorrectly attributed to me by
the Memorandum but neerdy one-balf,  Here in Dub-
lin, the Protestant chaplain informed us, that out of
upwards of & thousand wives nnd children of sol-
dicrs, more than two-thirds were Cetholics. Probuably
the men were in the same ratio [ have been informed
that in other districts in fretand nearly all the wi-
dows and children are Catholics. We find in the
Parliamentary Heport on Tudiann Territories, already
wentioned, page 134, the weatimony of the Protestant
Listop of Bombay, De. Carr, on thie head.  Deing
asked whether e concurred in the assertion, * that
in the urmy of Bombay one-half the European troops
are Boman Catholies,™ he replicd 141 should think
there must be nearly that nroportion ;" and he adde -
1 had a menerandum sent to me with reaproet to
i Seinde, i which the number of Europeans is wiven.
at 4,400, [ observed that the tolal number of Pro-
testanly ot the station was 2,153, and the nwmber
of Raman Catholica 2,228 {n the Crimen, the lists
of killed aad wounded always eoutained a large pro-
portion of Uirthelic names.  With a kuowledyge of
these firets, o person wmight very fairly conjecture
thut nearly one-half of the amuy consisted of Citho-
ties. Tut whether they be one-ball’ vr one-thivd, one
thing is yuite clear, that the religion of men fighting
awd bleeding for their country, ought to e pespencted
and the prievanees of which their childeen have to
coniplainin orphanages reginnizl znd other geliools
onght to Le redressed, aoa in e new sciiools nbout
to be erected measures onght 1o be taken to give
them masters and teachera of their own religion.

To weaken the elaina of Cutholics, which | have
Leenutging, Upereeive the Commissioness’ Meonovan-
dum alleges that *§ quite overlooked the fact thal
thiere is such o gervice as the Navy, with 70,000 men,
whe, with very few exceptions, are Protestants, whose
widows ure entitled o participate in the benefits of
the Putriotic Fund.” It alzo insinuates thot the Ca-
tholic suilors are not more than 1 ta 2 per cent in
the Navy,

The author of the Memornndumn, in this paragraph
quite forgets the object of the Patriotic Fund.” Mr.
Mugzford, in a letter of the ldth Oct. lust, in answer
toan application for rehef from Dubling snys: ¥ The
Palciotic Fuud i3 limited Ly royal commmnission to the
widows and orphans of thoae who lost their lives on
service connected with the lule war against Russin.”
As, fortunntely, the 70,000 saitorz of the British navy
did not lose their lives in the Russian war, Lheir wi-
dows aud children eannot have that claim on the
Patriotic Fund whieh the memorendum prants them.
Tndeed, as there were no naval engapements of any
moment, the casualties in the fleet were not grent,
and the widows and orphuns of sailors must have
been bt few, when compared witle those of the land
army.  Why then have the claims an the Patriotic
Puad of the widows and orphans of 70,000 sailors
been pub furward 8o prominently in the memoran-
dumn? Why is it made an occasion of reproach to
o “.’, bave overlooked elnims which huve no exist-
ones !
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In the laat parageaph bui ane of the memorandom
[ charged with having fasinuated that the mrme;‘
of Homan Catholies Las beeu applivd to the endow-
meut of Protestant sehools, anid, in reply, it is tannl-
mgly staded that “the eontribution from Irelind
amousited only 10 £60,000, the greater part of which
it cannot be doubted, was eubseribed by l'ruu-stuuts:
who dor the nost purt constiwate the rich of that
canniry.”

It your Lordship would glance at my letter wonin
yuu WEJJ at onee pereeive that, ianuIE.zin,c,-' in n% in:
siniations, [ stated directly nnd openly that the Ca-
tholics of Dublin subseribied to the Patriptic Fand
.'lcclll'dil‘lg Lo their means und with their accustomed
generosity, and [ must now add, that my own con-
tribution, 1o show how leartily | approved of the
cause, fur exceeded my means. In this stutement
my ford, itis impossible to employ plainer or simplc;‘
lungunge.  But, there is a question  connecled with
the tnatter, which the author of the Memorandum
triez to evide, Was it fair to apply funds, raized
far one specific abject of which all tpproved, to the
endowment or estublishment of schools to which
Cathotics could not huve contributed, and in the ad--
vantirge of which their chililren cannot safely pac-
ticipate ¥ 1 will not discusa this question, but I find
an answer to it in a public doeument now lying
hefore me ;o .

“ it isnot uecessary o be a Christian 1o know
that, to cotlect money for one ohject und to use L for
another, without the express consent of the donors
is un act of the grossest dishonesty” | '

This i3 sirong Innguage, but it is not mine—it is
that of o dignitary of the Protestant Church, the
Rev. Dr. Laggot, of Newry, in a letier of the 16tk
inst,, written in praise of the administeation of the
Patriotic Fuund.

Your Lordship appears to agres in sulistanee with
Dr. Baggot.  “1tis treason,” you observe, “ o hu-
munily, to suppose that the fund will not be honestly
dedicnted to the sacred purposes tor which it is de-
signed.”

Applying this test to the Patriotic Fund, was it, it
may be asked, originally designed, or were the public
when called upon to contribute, informed that a veq{-
large portion of the fund was to he devoted to the
endowment of sehools in which the teaching is Pro-
lestant, or conducted on the prineiples of the Union
Schools, and most dangerous to Cutholic children 7—
Yet o quarter of a million has been thus applied.

The allusion to Catholic poverty has, we thinlk
heen unwisely introduced. It recalls rcminisccncc;
which it were far better, my lord, not to revive. If
Catholics are poor, we are tempted {o ask, in the
words of nu illustrious Irish poet:*— ’
“What made them Helots? ~ Gibbet, scourge, nnd
brand, Plaguing with futile rage o faith devout.”

The injustice of the Iuws, and the action of the
Establishment have rendered that tnferiority in point
of wealth inevitable, with which we are often re-
proached. First came confiscation on.a large seale,
and legnl penallies were afterwards monthly inflicted
on our Catholic gentry for non-attendance at Protest-
ant worship, and ceased to be levied only when alf.

property bed been wrested from their hands. Even
now the country is enormously burdened to suppork



