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I have endeavoured to show yoa how it was
prepared, both doctrinally and politioally, Doo-
trinally it owea its firrt impulse to those dis-

ciples of the new learning who educated ihe
people of Englaud, and transisted for them into
their own tongue, the sacred Scriptares. Puliti-
oally it was nothing more than the rejaction of
a usurped authority, anda retarn to the ancient
liberties of *tho holy Cburch of Englsnd."
That it involved & severance from the Roman
Communisn canpot be aitributed as & fault to
the Charch of Eogland, unless it can be shown
that the Papal supremacy was not a wusurpas-
tion, and that the more recentdoctrinal develop-
ments of the Roman Church were not unserip-
tural superstitions, Were the Eoglish people
to tolerate nrurpations aga'nst which their
forefathers had protested, both in Synod aod
Parlinment, from time immemorial? Were
they to profess to helieve in the trauth of un-
geriptural innovations in doctrine when they
distinctly raw them to be baseless and perni-
cious? So long, indeed, as these corraptions
and usurpations were supposed to have more
or less right on their side, so lobg a8 men's
minds rested passively on an authority as yet
unchallenged, submiseion to Rome might be
consistent with rectitede of character. Bot
when men's eyes bad been opered, when they
8w that the Churoh of Rome bad fsllen into
error, and bad invaded the libarty of Christen-
dom,acquiescence could not have been cortinued
without loss of honesty and self-ruspect. Bat
let it not be forgotten, that after all it was not
the Church of Englard, but the Churck of
Rome, which was the true cause of the English
schism, The Council of Trent not orly upheld
the Pope’s claim to supremsaocy, afirmed the os-
sentislly Christian character of mediacval su-
perstitions, and formnlated for the first time an
un-Pauline doctrine of justification, but alse
pronounced all those anathema and ex¢communi-
cate who refused to bow to its decrces, This
chapged the who'e pasition. Errors and usnr-
pations might bave gone undetected in the age
of ignorance. Excures might even bo made for
those wh.., having received such a logacy from
the darker past, still held to it in & kind of
pessive acquiescence. But when its contonts
hud been sei in the light of the new learning,
when that light had been made to search them
through and through, and to reveal their base
origin and unchristian character, to readopt
them, to reaffirm thom, to anathematize all who
rejeoted them, was to require from those who
had detected their falsehood cobscions acquies-
cence in a lia. No honest man conld or would
do this. It was too heavy a price to pay for
oven the great blessing of unity; for unity in
conscious falsehood would be unity in epiritaal
death. Slowly and gradaally then, but neces-
sarily and inevitably, the English Church ropu-
diated, first the claima of the Pupacy, and then
the doctrines of the Couneil of Trent.

The first stsge of this Reformation belongs to
the reign of Henry VIII. In the drastic legis
Iation of that reign, both Church and State re
pudiated those claims of the Papacy which had
been g0 strencously resisted in Anglo Saxon
times and the days of the Edwards. It has
been pretended that this legiclation was wholly
saculur, carried in an obsequious Parlisment
out of deference to s diwsolute and arbitrary
Ring., Nothing could be further from the fact.
Before this legislation was undertaken, Convo-
cation prayed the King 1o cause the exactions
of Rome 1o “cease and be foredone forever by
this His Grace's High Court of Parliament."
And finslly, Convocation prayed His Majesty,
in caso the Pope should take measures for con-
tinuing these exactions, that then, *as all good
Chbristian men be more bound to obey God than
any man, and forsemuch as St. Paul willeth ns
to withdraw ourselves from all such as walk
inordinately, it may pleate the King's most
noble grace to ordain in this present Parlia.
ment that then the obedience of him and the
people be withdrawn from the See of Rome.

Again, when totion was faken in accordance
with this petition, what is known as the “Sab-
mirsion of the Ciorgy" was agreed to in Convo-

cation 8 year and a balf bofore it was enasted
by Parlinment. Mr. Joyce has traly declaced
that “'the chiet corner ntone of a true reformsa

tion in the doetrine, ritual and discipline of the
Church of England was really laid by the Coo-
voeations of York and Canterbury in the year
15634 ” Oa March 31stof that year the Canter-
bury Convocesticu, with ouly four dissentients
iz the Liower Houso, snd on My 51h, the Con-
voestive of York unanimously decreed that
“the Pope of Rome has no greater jurirdiction
conferred on him by God in Hoiy Scriptore, in
this kingdom of England, than any other
foreign Bishop.” Nor was it only in the initial
stages of the Reformation that the spiritoally
led the way. Canon Joyce hus shown at length
that in apiriteal mutters throughout the whole
course of the Roformation “Acts of Parliament,
royal proclamations, and civil ratifiestions did
rot precedo but followed the dooisions of the
spiritoality, and wore meorely anoillury to the
Aots of the Convocations,” Thus not only were
sll tho decirive steps of the Eoglish Reformn

tion sots of the Church as well us of the Stute,
but they were scts of the Church before they
becume acts of the State. This was not less
troe of the mnch disputed title which Henry
assumed of ‘“sapreme hoad on esarth of the
Church of England” thac of other mattors.
The Convooation refused to sanction the assurap-
tiou of such 8 title, and substitated for the
King's words those of their own—*‘s0 far as
the law of Christ permits, even supreme
head." Thks King was satisfied, and in this
form, and in this alone, was the ucknowledg-
ment made by the Church. So oxpressed it
meant no more than this: That while gpiritual
things were left to the apiritaslity, in all ques-
tions which came before the courts and in-
volved the exercise of caorcive jurisdiction, tha
King was supreme. That the King never
meant to olaim any other or larger authority
than this is evident from his own - ords in his
reply to the Convocation of York. ‘As to
spiritnal things, forasmuch as they be no
earthly or temporal things, they have no
worldly or temporal head, bat only Christ, who
did institute them, by whose ordinuance they be
ministered here by mortal men, elect, chosen
and ordained as God hath wished for the pur-
pose, who be the clergy. Lord Selborne has
shown that thisand no other was the Royalin

tention, both from the preambles of Acts of
Parliament, from tha institations of a Christian
man, from the injunctions of Elizabeth, and
from the words of the 38ith of the Articles of
Religion, Aund if it bo Erustian to hold tho
theory of the Royal sn,remacy. os thus ex-
plained, thon not only are we of the National
Charch Evastisn, but al} thoss Norconformists
also who bring, as they often do, questions of
doctrino and discipline involviag pecunisry in.
terests into the courts of the Crown to be de-
cided by tho roysl judgoes,

Now, if I have given you, ar I have honestly
striven to do, a substantially correct account of
the origin, nature, and course of the English
Reformation, can aoyone doubt that the Church
ot Englund ta—day is the ssme Nationsl Chureh
which bas rubsisted in this island from sncient
times 7 “Not one ecclesiastical corporation,”
suys Lord Sclborne, “‘oxcept tho monasteries,
no srchbishopric or bishopric, no parochial rec-
tory or vicarsge was dissolved ; none except
certain conventnal chapters of catbedrals and a
few collegiste churches wero 8o much as re-
modelled. All their charters, when chartered,
all their customary rights and incidents, by
the common law 1emained in force without in-
terraption. Their endowments were held a4
before by the old tenures aud tithes. There
was no mwoment (I use Professor Freeman’s
words) when the State, as many people fancy,
took tha Church property from one religious
body and gave it to another, * * * What

wag not pulled down was not and could not be
reconstrucsted. Not a stono of thothen coolesi-
astical organization in England (tho monaster-
ies boing only excrescencos upon it) wad dis-
plaeed or disturbed . Bven the par-
tisans of the Panaay continued to conformm to
the Church of England till the cleventh your of
Eliz1beth, whon Pins V. excommuunionted that
Qn1oon and ber loyal subjects, and took upon
bimself to givo her crown 1o the King of Spain,
When the soparation actually tovk place. the
seceders who obeyed tho.ordor of the Pope
were (us thoy have ever singo beon i Bngland)
fow and insignificant in compari-on with the
mass of tho olergy and lay people who still ro-
main in the English Church ™ Thus, if there
is to-day spiritual soparation botwoen the
Church of England and the Church of Rome,
the creation of that separation is the act, not
of the Charch of Eogland, but of the Pope. Tho
Chareh of England did what bor canxcientious
convictions mude noces:ary; nhe reformed heor-
gelf in diseipline san: doctrine, snd for doing so
sho was anathomaticed and exeommunicated by
tha Pope. Bnt how does that dexiroy her iden-
tity or the continuity of her hintorieal lifo?
Equally before and after tho Reformution she
resisted Pupal claims a1 disputed Pupal doo-
trine. If variation from Romun dootrine and
dircipline determines tho lite of 4 chureh, then
the English Church kad no true lifs in her from
her vory foundation, Or if, again, the Pupe's
snathems ig to quench hor vory boing, wo must
concedo 10 bim an insight and an authority
equal at least to that which was claimed for
him recently at the Vatican Council. We must
pot only boliove that he jx Christ’s viceregont
upon oarth, but a sharer (in n attors of iaith
aud doctrino) of the divine infallibility, The
wonder is that such monatrous cluima us theso
could ever huve been set beforointelligent men,
How can we bolievo that the Pope in infallible
by virtue of his offico, that ho receives it on
monting the chair of St. Peter, it wo glunce
atall the rocords of the past? If the office
confers infallibility, thon Pope Honorius was
infallible, of whom we know that he was con-
domncd as a herotio at the sixth Generul Coon-
oil; that bo was solemnly prononnced » heretio
for conturies by euch Pope on his sccession, and
that he was oamed among noted horetics in
tho Roman brevinries till the 16th century,
when;gorminal notions of Papal infullibility
cancelled his nume from the list of the pro-
seribed,

Again, if the Papal anathemsa can eovon
quenchia Church's life, what must have been
the lot of a large part of the Roman Catholic
world in thut long schism which bugsn in 1378
and lasted neurly forty yesrs? Then rival
Popes anathomatlised ouch other and ench
other's adherents in the most awful language,
each doclaring that adheronce to his rival
would involve the dunger of cternul damna.
tion, Now of all the anu-Poupes who profossod
10 reign during this disustrons time somoe must
htve boon the resl Popes, whose snathomsus
hud actual force in them, According 1o the
Papal theory, thon, wholo provinces of the
Cbristian world must buve & for yeurs under
the blight of heaven's own malediclion. Aad
yot the Jesuit Maimboarg cun ssy:—“The
thunderbolts sud the snuthemas which the two
Popos hurled aguinst each othor, und against
ail those who tollowed the oppusite purty did
no harm to anybhody.” Nobudy cuuld discover
who was the true Popo. No discernable cffect
determined whose anathomas ware cffloacioas,
Even the Coupcil of Constunce, which closed
the gchism, ouly did it by deposing both the
remaining competitors und cuusing & now Pope
ta be clected, With such fuols bofore us we
may porbaps be excused it we rofuse 0 recog-
vizo in the Pope's excommuaicution auy power
either to eXtinguish or suspond the hife of our
Nuational Charch . The Euglish Church
in the reign uf Eligabeth tock tha best means
she sould (perfectly eatisfactory meuns, as I



