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BLARGHE,

OR

THE FATAL CHQICE,

A TALE OF THE 91D RIBK CITY.

CHAPTER VILL

{Continued,}

{t is perhaps unnecessary for ng to el
uar readers that the three persons now dis
cavered in Hobert's taproom ara the platters
of the Monument Garden  Bit it s right
we ahould inform  tho~e who veuture on o
grocusal of this veracions nurrarive tht this
aucne ocenrs inmediately after the depur.
aure of these worthies from the Juealivy
i which they had heen enacocting their
myaterions vlot age tinst  the fmmnm of
Rlanche lluw el aned the pasee of Mortn
Willis's houselwld,  They presented  the
SaAe Bjiprarance w when Iast befare e
cenders, w fow houes ago, savas, the e
aecmed to have  bdn drinking d;cpl\"
anat Arnodd fooked sullon and distrasfal
a:d that Caldwelllooked disgusted withs his
iwo noonmylices,

The vaice of the latter wss - fest
aboce the din:

« Hete, you Roberts, bring me  some
oi your best 5 and confound you, sir, what
Bisingss have You o teat n geademan
fike n private soldiers —Atlemd to ms nad
du 80 quickly.”

The host entered ; gave 3 short nud.
and returned soon uh.ul buearing a4 wella
filled deeantre which he placed befure
Galdwell,

“ Look liere, Rolerts,” suid the litter
again, * clase that doory, and ke care
you allow ny person i bare on aag e
count.  Mysell and these™-~ he was about
10 sy gentlenien, but he interrapted hime
telf, suylug—* these men must not be
tllallllbud uuder.mv pretence whatsvever,
1o veu understand Hoberts 2

* [ know my buziness,” grumbled the
waster of the establishment, i a saly
sane * aid I tell yer what, Muster Cald
well—

. * Begone sir,”

" ‘Thus gut short in his remarks, Ro“erts
retived ; muttoring, between his teeth,
something about ihe paynuat of the reck-
wping.  However, he tonk cure to obéy the
orders of Cnldwcll of whom ha seemed to
stand in awe; cand,as e left the apart

ment, he d:ovo from about the dpor some
tolsy chanctors Whoseemed ~desirons pf
<holding revel in the tap-room.  As goon

heard

! hond of the wble.  Fiis business Lke uir
and movements jmposed silence on his
haiferuebristad followers, of whon ‘A rold
was the fisst to apealk :

* Before we proceed to serions imatters,
it mizht be well to vemark that vou must
\pulk plainly ; and, whatever yo r scheme’

Lot us know the fuil extent of it, so that
we miay e able to juden vl it l'c:\-i.').lit_\' !

*Aye—aye, old bor !t Thadtiats the
the tickel,” sud CGreunt, who apperred 1o
be hopele v drunk, accompanying  the
words wnh a lew of his plnL pot va the
table by way of empnasis, * the ek,
and no mM.\k* " he repeated, with a4 vad
vt stave and @ feeble atemptaca cheer,

Caldwaeil looked from the one 1o toe
other with a eoantenance Ml £ disurust,
Avanld maintiined his ajppescancs of <dn ;-
ged resolution, The former spole :

s veally diffienls toosay which  of
You two is best suited to hantk the mext
promisiog enterprise ever entered into by
man.” -

“ I repent onee more” —

R0 e, Avald, b expeeted batter
thingf ;7 shid Caldwe ] intereapting lim,

*bat whett - e wealeminded -incapa
city, ur his grovelling prapensity s m-M
eslenlated to injura the Jitde  specularion
into which [ had entered far vur st
henefit, | repea, [ ewmaar sy, Now,
what werg vou about to remark

S hate mayvstery,” said e other, *if
your will throw off your confoanded mask,
amd come ot in bohl colors, n waee 5 if
you speak plaindy, Fam vot the wer to
staw] at teidles 5 oaned, s tell you what, [ am
wot the man to be dictated to, nor to
listen vonely to criticisins on oy Cieres
Ler.”

Cubdwe Lappeared to thiuk that he had
wona ton fary and he suddenly  elan gt
Ly dumineering air for & countensuce ex.
prassive of injurad friendshiy, aaying

* Weil, well | tel us not quarrel vver the
watter Argold, We bave oeen pals in
many a case of dangee and ditfienly. |
muu...y maeant to miise a litde ea- rzy it
your perhips not uarensonable  cautivus-
ness

“ Lot ug have your specalution wnd vour
plan—as briefly as pasathie 5 and aq clers
l"v' Ll)!)-”

Caldwell luoked as if, under zay ather
cireu natatee, e woukd have reseated the
orurbearing conduet of bis companion g

sl ¢ .
41 don'tses shy mse v comaaiicon: ing
my ideas on the mbjcuj KL oW, as your

as he hddl(ﬂ Culdweli shint tho'bolt erass
whe deor aud pluccd Limsoll again al  the

)Y

friond is sc.u'wh in a_condition v cuter
ini0 the uive Jetils of a matter of serious

A ]'Ilt'

but, afier l.dﬂlli" wayiaice at the dall, nae
. wmug vuuuLcu e of e, o was,
by ity tiny, slawost uncousvions, by re-

eonsideration, Bu.m' wait until he recn-
vera his veieon,’

“Hush ! are you not of apinion that wa
had bn; tor dispensa vith his . rid  alioge-
ther P This was said in» Jow  whispar,
andible only to the enrof the peron’ to
whout it was addeessed, over the confuzed
sonnds o boisterous gainty and  dronken
mirth which fitled the onter apartmens,
and penetrated theough the thick wall and
closimd door,

Cudwell nadded assent 3 and the twe
procetded 1o tnke bold of Grant and depo-
<ithim onacbeneh in the eorsnr,  Thi®
done, tl.'-"y retirned to their former placed
at the table, Swildenly Unldwell vbserve
ed it an undentone,

* What if this insensibility s oaly =
muke-helieve, and a trap to et holl of &
seerel withoai assuminyg  the resp naie
bility,”

Arnalieknawlod red his bolief - in? the
feasitility of Caldwell’s theory by tuking

S the st tallow-camile from the tyble; and

Hose to the face of the slesping
ter perfor 'niu ¢ whh his fin
S, the very IR apuratioa-oitauld
i Ihis esporinient produoed; ne
visible sz of eousciogsness 5 aml A ent.
ple of wg wons shiikies hud noother resnit
than tn eanse the sheper to turn heavily
an s sidde, aftep 'mml.u £ unprec*mon
inathick, hasky voice, t

“ Wik aj, Yk, tire honse is on fire®
sall Arnobd in 2 Jdistont volse, brying i A
1 bring g 1 RS seaes,
sleot i ebeluze awov and be hinge
to it—amland ol Honeris ion, 'm s
i, hureh I

lis eompanions seem 4 satlafed b
bis underctanding was “oo thuroughly e
slaved by the puisa s Fgaor “he ba

consumed =0 Fre-iy g the wight,

render hitg any hineds .lux:t' to thoir v
conierence on suy sabject hovaver end’

hl!l fin i N.

Hils

dential, They were sijent for a monmy
when Artoid spoke
. Upu'\ my honor, Celdwelly and,

slmnl\ candi \“ nyn Ao’ seen 1o (e
one like an old chuin.  Either thak &
youa hiave uo cuntnlx..u,‘: in the suwx&s i
your \"ermu

Cudaell luoked thoughifal  for &
instant, ’
“Itworld be -w"ﬂ\h frg;-

you thatthe attempt ~eoiaily of a've
hosa b natare, The: b riak i
b i i rewark, e metysan?, thot |
onfiged Ly eery 1ot waes
tup the I_P‘“ll’n.v) Yelarn
speedy,™” R
" [here is some comlort in &»r,:'}: g;mi. .
at hensg” T '

"Il we agree Lo the pl, wa mwv.
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